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DeepL Translation

Qin Chuan and Xu Qingquan: Purging Spiritual Pollution in 1983

Xu Qingquan (hereinafter referred to as Xu): In 1983, it was the centenary of Marx's death. Under the
arrangement of the Central Propaganda Department, on March 7, Zhou Yang read a lengthy essay,
“Discussion on Several Theoretical Issues Concerning Marxism,” at the Academic Lecture held at the
Central Party School to commemorate the centenary of Marx's death. The essay was published in the
People's Daily on March 16, causing a furor. You are the editor-in-chief of the People's Daily and were
an important party to it. Could you please talk about the situation in this regard?

Qin Chuan (hereinafter referred to as Qin): | knew that Zhou Yang was going to give this academic
report. When he drafted this article, he asked Wang Ruoshui, the deputy editor-in-chief of the People's
Daily at the time, to attend. Wang Ruoshui told me about it. As for the content of the report, | didn't ask,
and | wasn't present when Zhou Yang read his paper at the Central Party School on March 7, but I did
listen to the theory of the People's Daily. However, the director of the Theory Department of the
People's Daily came back and said that Zhou Yang's report was very brilliant, that there was no sound
during the reading, and that the applause after the reading was very enthusiastic. Wang Zhen and Deng
Liqun also attended. I said, “Then publish it in the People's Daily. On the front page of the 8th, the
news about the symposium was issued by me, and in the news about Zhou Yang's report, “the full text
will be published separately in this newspaper” was added by Wang Ruoshui.

Xu: according to Wang Ruoshui's recollection, in March 10, Hu Qiaomu to Zhou Yang's home, talked
about the situation of this article. Did Wang Ruoshui tell you about it when he returned?

Qin: I did. After we published the news of Zhou Yang's report, we decided to publish the full text of
the report, so we added the words “the full text of the report will be published separately in this
newspaper” to the news. However, I called Deng Liqun to seek his opinion. Deng said he was not sure
and asked me to ask Hu Qiaomu for instructions. on March 10, Wang Ruoshui came out of Zhou Yang's
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house and talked to me about Hu Qiaomu's comments at Zhou Yang's house. Wang Ruoshui told me
that there was no major difference between Qiaomu's views and those of Zhou Yang. Qiaomu
emphasized the criticism of abstract humanism or bourgeois humanism, a view Zhou Yang and he
could also accept. He was most worried about Hu Qiaomu's criticism of the concept of alienation, but
Qiaomu said nothing about it. In addition, Qiao Mu did not say that Zhou Yang's article could not be
published. When | heard Wang Ruoshui say this, I thought it should be Qiao Mu's opinion, so I didn't
call Qiao Mu again for instructions and decided to publish it anyway.

Xu: Did you know at the time that Zhou Yang's report talked about humanitarianism and alienation?

Qin: Yes. Zhou Yang's report was printed at the People's Daily printing house, and after he finished his
report at the Central Party School, he distributed it for comments, and | received a copy.

Xu: From what we know now, the reason why Zhou Yang's article caused a furor was Hu Qiaomu's
dissatisfaction with the part of Zhou Yang's report that talked about humanitarianism and alienation. Do
you think there is anything wrong with Zhou Yang talking about this?

QIN: I don't think there was anything. Judging from the situation at the time, the discussion on
humanitarianism and alienation had been going on in society for several years, with many articles
published in the press and several books.

Xu: | was a sophomore in college at the time, but | also felt that the press at the time seemed to be
very concerned with the issue of “human beings. I remember that Dai Houying wrote a book, “People,
People”. We all passed it around. At that time, I'm afraid that talking about the issue of humanism and
alienation was linked to reflecting on the Cultural Revolution.

QIN: Yes. How did the question of humanitarianism come up? It had its own background. It was not
by chance that it was raised in the early 1980s. “The Cultural Revolution was a catastrophe that
devastated the whole society. “Once the Cultural Revolution was over, it was inevitable to reflect on the
pain.

Xu: Literary creation was at the forefront of reflection on the Cultural Revolution. At that time, the
popular “scar literature” had a great effect on reflection.

Qin: Yes. In the world of thought and theory, people were also engaged in reflection. After the Third
Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), ideas
were liberated, and it was only natural to reflect on the past: what went wrong with us? Why did such
tragedies happen again and again in socialist countries? How can we prevent the recurrence of such
disasters? From the point of view of guiding ideology, since it has been established that practice is the
criterion for testing truth, is it necessary to use practice to test our understanding of Marxism and to re-
conceptualize it? Were the many critiques of humanism in the past correct? Is “all for the sake of man,
for the sake of man's happiness” a revisionist slogan? Is it consistent with Marxism to speak only of
class, not of humanity and individuality?

On the other hand, the decision of the Party Central Committee to implement reform and opening up
also requires a theoretical Marxist explanation. Since ideology is adapted to the economic base, when
the economic base changes, ideology (including values), if it remains unchanged and continues to be
“leftist”, will be subject to more and more skepticism, resulting in a “crisis of faith”. This was signaled
by the fact that in 1980 the China Youth Daily launched a discussion on the concept of life, which
caused a great stir. It was in this context and atmosphere that the question of humanism and alienation
was raised.
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XU: During the great discussion on humanitarianism and alienation at that time, the People's Daily,
which was a party newspaper, also used to publish Ruxin's article affirming humanitarianism.

Qin: On August 15, 1980, People's Daily published Ruxin's article, “Is Humanism Revisionism? --A
Re-conceptualization of Humanitarianism”. According to the article, “Humanism is the assertion that
man is to be treated as a human being, that man himself is the highest end of man, and that man's value
lies in himself.” The author rejects the idea that humanism is merely the influence of Feuerbach, the
young Marx, and argues that Feuerbach took man as his starting point, which is not wrong, but the
problem is that the man he was talking about was too abstract. Marx's materialist conception of history
and the two major discoveries of surplus value not only did not cancel Marx's humanitarian thought,
but also put it on a truly scientific basis.

This was not the first article that affirmed humanism, but it was one of the more influential ones. Hu
Qiaomu was the president of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences at the time, and his secretary
called Ruxin and said, “Comrade Qiaomu read this article and thought it was very well written; he
agrees with the article's point of view and hopes that you will continue to study it. Originally he wanted
to personally write to you, because too busy, can not find the time, asked me to call to convey this
meaning.”

Ruxin told the editorial board of People's Daily about this. Wang Ruoshui and | were very happy to
learn about it, and suggested that the editorial board give the article the “1980 Good Article” award. At
that time, there were many relevant articles published in the press, and | did not hear any criticism from
the Party Central Committee.

Xu: Wang Ruoshui, who participated in the drafting of Zhou Yang's report, wrote several articles at
that time.

Qin: However, although the articles written by Wang Ruoshui had great repercussions, he never
published them in the People's Daily. The reason for this, which | also know, is that Wang Ruoshui was
the deputy editor-in-chief of the People's Daily, and he was avoiding suspicion.

XU: It seems that Zhou Yang was still very concerned about the discussion on humanism and
alienation, and by speaking about it in his report, he obviously supported this great discussion.

Qin: Zhou Yang is a Marxist theorist, and after the Cultural Revolution, he paid more attention to the
study of theory. | think this was also to reflect on the Cultural Revolution. On the question of
humanism and alienation, Zhou Yang had studied it in the 1960s when he opposed the Soviet Union.
However, at that time, in order to meet the needs of the situation, Zhou Yang criticized
humanitarianism, but seemed to affirm the concept of “alienation”. “After the Cultural Revolution, he
served as an advisor to the Central Propaganda Department. At a meeting of the Central Propaganda
Department, he admitted that his past criticisms of humanism were inappropriate. Ruxin attended this
meeting. Presumably, he had long had this idea, and Zhou Yang's statement drummed up his courage,
which is why he wrote the article and submitted it to the People's Daily for publication.

Xu: When the China Youth Daily launched the great discussion on the outlook on life, | had
participated in the discussion at school, but I did not understand the general background of it. The
background of the discussion on humanism and alienation that you talked about was very inspiring to
me. Now, please still go on to talk about the situation before and after Zhou Yang's report was
published in the People's Daily.
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QIN: March 12 was a Saturday, and I went to Zhou Yang's house and said to him, “It's been several
days since we ran a preview of your article, and it hasn't been published yet.” Zhou Yang, after talking
to me about Hu Qiaomu's visit to his house to talk, said, “Qiaomu asked for a change, on the question
of alienation, to expand on it slightly in relation to reality. I've been in prison for several years, and |
haven't specialized in research since | got out, so it's more difficult for me to relate to reality, plus my
health is not good, so I can't change it.” I said, “Then publish it. I watched the TV on the night of the
7th, Wang Zhen and Deng Liqun all came over to shake hands with you, what else could go wrong?”
Zhou Yang said, “IT'll think about it and give it to you.” He asked me back, “Do you dare to send it?”
Both Wang Ruoshui and Zhou Yang talked to me about Hu Qiaomu's comments, and neither mentioned
anything about not being able to publish it, so I didn't think there would be any problem with
publishing it. Zhou Yang took another look at his article and handed it to me.

Xu: In fact, on the 12th, when you went to Zhou Yang's house, according to the arrangement of the
Central Propaganda Department, at the meeting of the Central Party School, there were four scholars
who made speeches disagreeing with Zhou Yang's article. Were you aware of this at the time?

Qin: Yes. These four comrades' speeches had a great impact because the news got out that they were
going to criticize Zhou Yang, so everyone paid attention. At that time, Hu Jiwel, the president of the
newspaper, was away on a business trip, and the responsibility of dealing with Zhou Yang's article fell
on Wang Ruoshui and me. Wang Ruoshui and | both thought that since Zhou Yang was unwilling to
revise, the editorial board did not have to insist that he do so. It was impossible to talk about all the
problems in one article. Hu Qiaomu did not point out any mistakes in this speech, but only said that
there were such and such “insufficiencies”. These issues can be organized in the future to talk about
another article. The title of Zhou Yang's article is “A Discussion of Several Theoretical Issues
Concerning Marxism”, which shows that Zhou is not representing the Party Central Committee to
express conclusive views on theoretical issues, and that the publication of this speech will not prevent
others from putting forward a contrary viewpoint. In order to make this clear, Zhou Yang's speech could
be published along with summaries of the speeches of the four dissenters. We all agreed that this was
the proper way to handle the matter and that there was no need to consult Hu Qiaomu again.

XU: You did do that, but it still caused a furor.

Qin: Zhou Yang's article was published in the People's Daily on March 16, and at the same time it
appeared in the paper with articles by Huang Nansen and others refuting Zhou Yang. That morning, as
soon as I got to work, I received a call from Deng Liqun, who said angrily, “Why did you publish Zhou
Yang's article? Comrade Qiaomu called the Central Propaganda Department as early as March 8 and
made it clear that Zhou Yang's speech could not be published in People's Daily, so why didn't you listen?
This is a serious mistake! You must immediately check and send your review to the Central Propaganda
Department at nine o'clock.” He also said, “Wang Ruoshui is mixing his humanitarian views into Zhou
Yang's article.” I explained, “Wang Ruoshui did not mix it in. I did not want to go.” The minister got
angry and disconnected the phone with a snap.

Xu: At this point, you still explain for Wang Ruoshui.

Qin: In fact, since 1980, Hu Qiaomu and Deng Liqun have had deep preconceptions about Hu Jiweli
and Wang Ruoshui. What he said on the phone about Wang Ruoshui is not consistent with the facts.
Wang Ruoshui did write articles on humanitarianism, but when Zhou Yang asked him to help draft
them before the Spring Festival, he twice told me he was reluctant to go. At that time, he had just been
divorced and had picked up his children, who had been away for several years, and was preparing to
have a reunion festival. I advised him, “Comrade Zhou Yang doesn't ask for help easily, so it's good to
go.” That's why he went.
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Xu: Did you write a check right away.

Qin: Yes. | wrote truthfully about the situation, including Wang Ruoshui's involvement in the drafting
of Zhou Yang's article, assumed responsibility for publishing Zhou Yang's article without asking for
instructions, and hurriedly sent it off before nine o'clock.

Subsequently, Deng Liqun told the Central Propaganda Department to send a telephone record to the
People's Daily. The gist of this telephone record was this:

Comrade Zhou Yang's speech is difficult to deal with, and there are quite a number of problems which
cannot be solved by adding a few words or deleting a few words. It is an important object of discussion
in the current intellectual circles. The general opinion, alienation or humanitarianism, is that this
propaganda is itself abstract. This article does not analyze it. What are the phenomena of alienation in
socialist society? What are the anti-humanitarian phenomena? If there is human trafficking, there is
crime, (but this can be) prohibited. Some of the articles do not deal with this, but some of them talk
about it vaguely, for example, about privileges and so on. If it is said that power is higher than law, it
can be said that it is alienation, or it can be said that it is against humanism. If we leave the concrete
phenomenon to speak and discuss, it will give people the implication that there is no humanity in our
socialist society.

The question of humanity should be discussed in concrete terms, what phenomena are supported?
What phenomena are we against? For example, if the cadres obey the assignment to work in the border
areas, is it alienation? Is it inhumane? Speaking only in the abstract, without a concrete answer, will
give people a hint: people should be free to move around, not free to move around, is not to put the
rights of people in the first place, is inhumane.

When humanitarianism is spoken of at any time, it is always for the purpose of advocating something
or opposing something, and there is a purpose. What is the purpose of this speech? Is it to criticize the
Cultural Revolution? Or is it used to criticize something? If it is to criticize the “Cultural Revolution”,
there is no “Cultural Revolution” now. Now we are carrying out the Lei Feng movement, which is a
high degree of humanitarianism, so why do we turn a blind eye to it? Things like Lei Feng used to
happen on an individual basis, but they could not happen on a large scale. What purpose is served by
talking about humanitarianism now?

What kind of impression does it give to people when it does not mention the current social phenomena
at all, or mentions them in a one-sided way, talking about them only a little bit without analyzing them?
The Twelfth National Congress of the Party talked about building a socialist spiritual civilization,
which means humanitarianism! Why not even mention it?

Don't talk about issues in the abstract. Marxism-Leninism has to be put into concrete terms. Now there
are people in the literary world who are propagating a super-class viewpoint in literature and art, and
have published several works against the class struggle.

I hope that someone will make a statement at the symposium, so that it can get to the heart of the
matter, otherwise it will be meaningless. On the alienation, humanitarianism, Comrade Xing Ben Si has
engaged in some of these issues, it is best to ask him to prepare, tomorrow to make a speech (speech to
pay attention to the tone is not too big), or Zhou Yang's article published may become a big problem.

Xu: From this telephone record, Hu Qiaomu basically denied Zhou Yang's article. When you called
Deng Liqun to ask for instructions on whether or not to publish Zhou Yang's article, why didn't Deng
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Liqun tell you about this telephone record of Qiaomu?

QIN: I don't know what the reason was, but perhaps Qiaomu did not ask Deng Ligun to convey it to
me. After Deng Liqun called me, he went on to call Wang Ruoshui, imposing on him and forcing him
to make an inspection. Wang Ruoshui also wrote a review.

Xu: The fact that you and Wang Ruoshui wrote a review didn't pass muster.

Qin: Under the auspices of Deng Liqun, the Central Propaganda Department submitted to the
Secretariat of the Central Committee the “Central Propaganda Department on the People's Daily's
unauthorized publication of the full text of Comrade Zhou Yang's lengthy speech and the handling of
the situation”. I have not seen the first two drafts of the report; what I have seen is the third draft, which
is said to have been changed to a much milder version, but which still distorts the facts and deliberately
tries to fix people.

The report said of the People's Daily's responsibility: “In this matter, Comrade Qin Chuan bears an
important responsibility. However, looking at the whole process, the main responsibility lies with
Comrade Wang Ruoshui. This time he helped Comrade Zhou Yang draft the report, and in fact included
in the draft all the basic ideas he had been preaching in recent years. When the editorial committee of
the People's Daily met to discuss the matter, Comrade Wang Ruoshui, who had heard Comrade
Qiaomu's criticisms and demanded that the report be revised and then published, not only did he not
remind Comrade Qiaomu that the matter should be referred to him and dealt with carefully, but he also
'readily agreed' to publish the whole text. He actually wanted to make the views he had been preaching
authoritative and expand his influence through this form. We are of the opinion that the matter has
come to such a pass that Comrade Wang Ruoshui's mistake is serious.”

This Report puts forward three ideas for dealing with the matter:

First, with regard to the humanitarian issue, as an academic matter, the discussion of different opinions
may still be permitted in the future. Since Comrade Zhou Yang's article has been published in full, the
articles holding different views at the academic discussion should also be published in full in
newspapers one after another. At the same time, we are prepared to organize forces to study carefully
and write articles to give a Marxist exposition of this issue.

Second, make the necessary adjustments to the editorial board of the People's Daily. Wang Ruoshui
was transferred out of the People's Daily and assigned another job.

Thirdly, Comrade Zhou Yang, in spite of his position and after Comrade Qiaomu, on behalf of
Comrade Yaobang, had put forward the idea that he should revise the report before it was published,
did not give serious consideration to the possible impact of the publication of this report, and ate his
own words without revising them. | hope that Comrade Zhou Yang, who is not serious and responsible
in this matter of great importance, will realize it and express his correct attitude.

XU: From this report, it is time to make an organizational deal with the People's Daily.

Qin: On March 25, the Central Propaganda Department convened a meeting with us to meet Deng
Liqun's report with comrades Zhou Yang, Qin Chuan, and Wang Ruoshui, to check the facts, listen to
opinions, and then report to the Central Committee.

XU: It is said that there was a very heated argument at this meeting.
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Qin: Yes. On this day, we went to a small conference room in the Central Propaganda Department in
Zhongnanhai. The room was dimly lit and there were no lights on. We sat down in two rows at a table
covered with a white tablecloth.

At first we were silent, reading Deng Liqun's report to the Central Committee. | read half of it and felt
that it was not flavorful. Theoretical issues, how to fix people? Not moving is disciplinary action, and
things and the process did not say clearly well, fortunately, the central government let us face to face to
clarify the facts. After the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Party, so
treated like Zhou Yang, the old comrades inside and outside the Party, both at home and abroad, and he
is also a member of the Central Advisory Committee, the Central Propaganda Department adviser, is
really overbearing!

Xu: How was Zhou Yang's reaction?

Qin: Zhou Yang looked faster. I noticed that he looked a little off, tried to stand up, and sat down again.
Suddenly, he raised the report and threw it in front of Qiao Mu, saying in a loud voice: “You are doing
this in an unorthodox way, unorthodox, this is unorthodox!”

Sitting opposite Qiao Mu shocked, very excited, said: “What did you say? That the center is
unorthodox?”’

Zhou Yang said angrily, “You're being immodest like this!”

The wide-eyed Qiao Mu stuck his head over to face Zhou Yang and rebuked in a stern voice, “You are
against the Central Committee!”

Zhou Yang replied in response, “You don't wear a hat! I am opposing Hu Qiaomu, you specific
member of the Central Committee.”

Qiaomu lost his temper a little in anger: “You are against the Central Political Bureau!” The voice
changed.

Zhou Yang, on the basis of reason, shouted, “I am only against you Hu Qiaomu, a specific member of
the Politburo!” The atmosphere was suddenly tense.

| sat opposite Qiao Mu, saw this scene, rushed out to round off the situation: “You are all my old
superiors, old leaders, or united to sit down and say it.” Qiaomu probably also realized his own outburst,
took over the words and said, “Yes, Zhou Yang and I worked together as early as in Shanghai.”

Hu Qiaomu calmed down a little and asked, “I told you not to publish, why do you still want to
publish?”

Zhou Yang said: “You did not say when you came to my home not to publish, you just said that the
alienation part of the contact with reality, strengthened, revised and published. | couldn't revise it. Since
the congress has spoken and the speech has been issued, why can't the newspapers publish it?”

Qiao Mu said to Zhou Yang, “I had agreed with you to revise it for publication in Philosophical
Studies as an academic article. I am also talking to you on behalf of Yaobang. Zhou said, I did not hear
the words on behalf of Yaobang. He also said, you this person words, today this way, tomorrow that
way, | know what you talk about, I simply can not remember. Said the two men argued. Qiao Mu
insisted that it was wrong to publish without listening to the greeting. Zhou Yang reiterated that he had
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never heard of not being allowed to publish.

At this point, a comrade interjected, “We took notes at the time, and against the transcript, Comrade
Qiao Mu said not to publish.”

Zhou Yang again defended himself, “What Qiao Mu said was that the issue of alienation should be
linked to reality.”

He Jingzhi, who was Zhou Yang's student at Lu Yi, also took a stand, saying, “The Central Propaganda
Department made the record, and | believe that the record is true, and I also believe that Comrade Zhou
Yang will not tell lies.”

Xu: March 8, Hu Qiaomu talked at Zhou Yang's home, Wang Ruoshui, who was present, also made a
record, the two records against it is not clear?

Qin: In fact, the record does not record, to this time has not matter. After the topic of records, the
participants were silent for a period of time. At this time, Deng Liqun suddenly stood up, his voice was
shockingly loud, in a tone of reprimand, said: “Comrade Zhou Yang, I have respected you for many
years, you are an old comrade whom | respect--" This opening statement was followed by a number of
head-splitting criticism. Finally, he snapped, “I hope that Comrade Zhou Yang will seriously study
Comrade Deng Xiaoping's speech at the founding of the CAC and not interfere with the work of the
Central Propaganda Department!”

XU: It seems that the atmosphere of the meeting was indeed tense. However, there was no major
criticism of you.

Qin: Zhou Yang and I disagreed with the organizational treatment done to Wang Ruoshui, and we even
argued for Wang Ruoshui a few times at the meeting. However, it was useless. The meeting's checking
was not completed, so the meeting had to be adjourned. When we left the meeting, Qiao Mu patted my
shoulder with a smile and said, “You have to live in peace.”

XU: That means that your responsibilities are clear and there are no more problems.

Qin: However, Zhou Yang and Wang Ruoshui were not satisfied with this treatment. After the meeting,
Zhou Yang and Wang Ruoshui both wrote letters to the Central Committee. Zhou Yang wrote a letter to
Hu, Deng and Yaobang. He forwarded a copy of the letter to me. The letter said, “The draft report of
the Central Propaganda Department to the Secretariat of the Central Committee is somewhat at
variance with the facts, and I would like to explain the situation to the Central Committee truthfully.”
His note was attached to the letter:

In mid-February, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the Central Party School wrote to me
jointly, asking me to make a speech at the academic lecture on the centenary of Marx's death. At that
time | was hospitalized because of a fall and fracture, and | happened to talk to Comrade Wang
Yuanhua, who came to visit me, about this matter and hoped that he and Comrade Wang Ruoshui
would help me draft it. After | was discharged from the hospital, I went to Tianjin to continue my
recuperation because I still had hypothermia. After the Spring Festival in Wang Yuanhua, Wang
Ruoshui, Guchong three comrades assisted to rush to write this speech, this time from the report will
only be one day, the next day | was physically exhausted, asked the broadcaster to read such a speech.
Such an important speech, although it is an academic discussion article, but in my capacity as a
preacher, is not prudent enough. On the second day of the report, | immediately sent a clear sample of
the speech to Hu Yaobang, Hu Qiaomu, Deng Liqun, He Jingzhi and other comrades for review.
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On the morning of March 13th and 4th, Comrade Hu Qiaomu invited Xia Yan, Yu Wen, He Jingzhi,
Wang Ruoshui and other comrades to talk at my home, mainly about my speech, Wang Ruoshui's
article, and the opinions of the modernists in literature. My speech was mainly about the inadequacy of
humanitarianism. Comrade Qiaomu said that he was a humanist, and thought that there was no strict
distinction between socialist humanitarianism and bourgeois humanitarianism, which was more fully
realized. In the text | referred to Marxist humanitarianism, which is not fundamentally different from
the socialist humanitarianism favored by Comrade Qomu. At that time | also asked whether my speech
should be changed before it was published, and he said that it could be changed and played out in more
detail when it came out in a single volume. I did not hear Comrade Qiaomu say that he had come to
talk to me officially on behalf of Comrade Yaobang, nor did Comrade Yaobang give such instructions
when he returned the clear copy sent to him. Comrade Wang Ruoshui on humanitarianism article,
mainly to criticize his “strange shadow” to improperly. To the modernists, I think it is necessary to
criticize.

Because in my talk on that day, I linked the overcoming of “alienation” with institutional reform,
thinking that this would not be empty talk and could be linked to the current implementation of the
reform spirit of the central government. Perhaps it was inappropriate to make such a connection, so the
second time he reminded me on the phone that “alienation” was an important and controversial issue
and asked me to give it more thought, but he did not say anything different.

After Comrade Qiaomu's talk, Comrade Deng Liqun called to talk about the revision of my speech and
asked me to make a summary of the talk. | said that the newspaper published has been a summary, | do
not want to take off again, said very impatient, attitude is very nonchalant, which is not right.

I had no prior knowledge of the preview or the publication of the full text of this speech. As for this
speech, although someone helped to draft it, the whole content and the structure of the article are my
opinions, and if there are mistakes and irregularities, they are entirely my responsibility.

Xu: I had long heard that Zhou Yang had a note, but did not see it. In this note, Zhou Yang said that
Hu Qiaomu also called him to talk about the issue of “alienation”, do you know about this situation?

Qin: Hu Qiaomu called Zhou Yang to talk about “alienation”, I'm not sure, but [ know that Hu Qiaomu
called Yu Wen the day after he came back from Zhou Yang's home and added that he talked about
“alienation”. I have the transcript of this call. Yu Wen's transcript is like this:

| forgot to talk about alienation. I think what Marx said about alienation in his early days is not
necessarily the same as what he said in his later days. Whether it's the same or not, it's not right for a
socialist society to apply it without distinction. The term is used to make a distinction. If because there
is inhumanity in (socialist) society, it is mixed with inhumanity in capitalist society, it confuses the
issue. One is a non-basic phenomenon, even illegal; the other is a basic phenomenon. | will write to
them separately with this opinion. If the comrades concerned talk about this problem, they can add this
opinion.

Xu: After Zhou Yang handed in his note, at what time was the report of the Central Propaganda
Department approved?

Qin: As far as | know, Zhou Yang's report on the situation has not been followed up since it was

submitted, and I have not heard of any instructions from the central leadership. This report from the
Central Propaganda Department was also not followed up later.
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XU: | saw that in the People’s Daily in early April 1983 there was a news item reporting Zhou Yang's
meeting with a visitor from the French newspaper L'Humanité. At that time, from what you have said
above, Zhou Yang had already been criticized, so why did you make a point of reporting his meeting
with the French newspaper Humanité?

QIN: You still look at the material in a more detailed way, and you have noticed this problem. It's
good that you noticed. When the French newspaper Humanity visited, it was the People's Daily that
was responsible for the reception, and it was mainly me who came out to receive it. It was | who
purposely invited Zhou Yang to attend, | hosted it, he talked about it and sent the message.

Xu: | see, you are expressing your ideas in this way. Do you still remember the circumstances of the
talks with the Humanist Newspaper?

Qin: The talks took place in Zhou Yang's apartment. Zhou Yang was very satisfied with the meeting.
After the meeting, we went to the Sichuan Hotel to host a banquet for the French guests, and Zhou
Yang was in high spirits.

Xu: Back to the report of the Central Propaganda Department. Later, the Central Propaganda
Department on this issue still talked about it?

Qin: No. Only once, or Hu Qiaomu talked to us about this issue. It was at the beginning of August,
when Hu Qiaomu asked me and Wang Ruoshui to talk about the work of the People's Daily and the
rectification of the Party, and he criticized us again on this issue. He said that on the question of
publishing Zhou Yang's article, Zhou Yang's attitude, though not quite resolute, was better than that of
the People's Daily. The theoretical and political issues involved in the article were of such great
importance that the People's Daily published it as a child's play, without any consideration of its
repercussions. It is inconceivable that the organ of the Party Central Committee should disregard the
interests of the Central Committee. At the present stage, if you leave the building of socialism
(including the building of spiritual civilization) and the class struggle, and speak of humanitarianism in
the abstract, and of human beings as the starting point of Marxism, you will join the anti-Party currents
in society and become an important part of them. This is not appalling, it is a fact. He also said that
although so many problems occurred with Zhou Yang's article, it was still necessary to take things
slowly, slowly always, and there was no use in hurrying.

Xu: During this period, did you socialize with Zhou Yang much?

Qin: more, | often go to comrade Zhou Yang's home. Once, | went to Zhou Yang's home, only to hear
his wife Su Ling Yang said: “small Hu (according to: refers to Hu Qiaomu) why? Should be (that is,
Zhou Yang) in Shanghai for his restoration of party membership, then not like this ah! At night, he was
always on the phone, urging him to publicly admit his mistakes in the newspaper, and he could not
sleep well.”

I was deeply disturbed by the publication of Zhou Yang's article, and I said, “I shouldn't have
published this speech of yours!” He laughed and said, “It's not your fault. If you don't publish it, you
will be criticized as usual. I am too familiar with it. What's repulsive is that calls keep coming in the
evening, saying that the central leadership wants me to make public self-criticism.”

XU: It seems that although the report was not approved, the treatment of Zhou Yang and Wang
Ruoshui is still going ahead.

Qin: Yes. After the Second Plenary Session of the Twelfth Central Committee, at the end of October,
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Hu Qiaomu, accompanied by Deng Liqun, came to the newspaper and announced the central
government's decision: to accept Hu Jiwei's resignation; and to remove Wang Ruoshui from his
position as deputy editor-in-chief. Soon after, Zhou Yang was forced to give a self-criticism in the form
of an interview with a reporter, published nationwide.

Xu: Before and after, “remove spiritual pollution” movement has formed a climate in the country.

Qin: Originally, 1 thought Hu Qiaomu and Deng Liqun should stop there, but I didn't think that Hu
Qiaomu and Deng Liqun weren't satisfied with Zhou Yang and the People's Daily, they forced Zhou
Yang to make a public review on one side, and then organized a group of “Great Criticism” articles and
forced the People's Daily to publish them. They wanted to expand and escalate the struggle and
proposed to “remove spiritual pollution”.

Xu: At that time, | was still in college, and we all had very deep feelings. At that time, the school made
a number of rules, for example, no bell-bottom pants, no perms and so on, which made us very puzzled.
It was a good thing that the campaign didn't last very long.

QIN: Deng Liqun was the originator of the phrase “remove spiritual pollution”. As early as June 4,
1983, Deng Liqun first used this concept in a speech at the Central Party School to denounce articles on
humanitarianism and alienation.

Xu: This is the first time | have known about this situation, as you say. Was Deng Liqun's speech
published publicly?

Qin: I don't remember this, but anyway, at that time | had a deep impression of this, so you can look
up the information. By October, under Deng Ligun's propaganda, Wang Zhen came out with his speech.
A report drafted by the Research Office under the chairmanship of Deng Liqun on the “need to carry
out a campaign to remove spiritual pollution” was read out by Wang Zhen, the head of the Central
Party School, at the founding conference of the Institute of Scientific Socialism held in Nanjing. This
was an open call to the whole country to carry out a “clean-up campaign”. It shook the whole country
and attracted international attention. As a result, the newspapers and magazines, and articles by well-
known personalities, created a stormy situation. Later, in the central leadership of the comrades of the
opposition, did not cause a major movement.

Xu: Some articles said that it was a movement that was not called a movement. Lu Dingyi said in a
letter to Zhou Yang's daughter that Zhou Yang “died of anger”, was it related to his review and the
campaign to remove mental pollution?

Qin: I am afraid there is a reason for this. Zhou Yang after the “Cultural Revolution” from the Qin
City Prison, has been for the Third Plenary Session of the rectification of the situation, since Comrade
Xiaoping resumed the presidency of the ideological line of work as “China's modern history of the
third ideological liberation movement”. However, after the publication of his report, some people said
that he was against the four basic principles. He could not figure this out. Therefore, after he had made
a review, his body became weaker and weaker day by day, and he was so exhausted that he fell ill a
year later until he passed away in 1989. For a long time, whenever | went to the hospital ward and saw
Zhou Yang lying there motionless, my heart was throbbing. How did he become like this? I can't forget
what Zhou Yang said to me, “Qin Chuan, we can no longer repeat the ‘left’ ...... In Qin City Prison ......
I thought about many, many things ......”

Xu: The reminiscence article | read said that after the argument, Hu Qiaomu wrote a poem to Zhou
Yang, which included the words, “The sun will shine on the earth after the rain, even more beautiful:
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embracing a pair of warriors”. However, such beauty does not seem to have appeared so far. Qiaomu
later admitted that he had “over-politicized” the controversy, but did he also feel that something was
wrong?

Qin: Qiao Mu wrote a poem to Zhou Yang, which | know and have read. But I'm not sure how he felt
about the controversy. As far as [ was concerned, it was very “politicized”, and the treatment of Zhou
Yang and Wang Ruoshui was excessive. But at the time, we didn't know how we could help, so we
could only visit Zhou Yang's house and chat with him.

Xu: Now that Zhou Yang and Qiao Mu have both passed away, perhaps people can discuss this issue
more calmly.

Qin: This was originally an academic issue, and it's not good to talk about it because of politicization.

I think you are right, it is now open for discussion.

XU: Thank you for your talk, it has helped me a lot.
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