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Ten years of history of the Cultural Revolution, has been turbulent, confusing, complicated, but in
which a clue can be found, that is, the focus of the history of the Cultural Revolution, can be three
times by the examination of the dry Qingxian movement into a main line. Which three times? The
first was the mass movement against the "Liu Shaoqi Bourgeois Command" at the beginning of the
Cultural Revolution in 1966-1968, which was a very wide-ranging crackdown involving the Party, the
government and the military, and using a combination of bottom-up and top-down approaches. The
second was the purging operation after the Lin Biao incident, which spanned the years 1971-1973
and focused on the military system. The third was the puritanical campaign after the crushing of the
"Gang of Four," which spanned roughly from 1976-1978 and focused on the party and political

organizations. The latter two campaigns were mainly top-down. The first of the three campaigns was



the largest in terms of scale, the third was the second largest, and the second campaign against the
Lin Biao Group was relatively small in scale, but it involved senior cadres in the military, and shook

them to the core. The purging process after the "September 13th" incident is desctibed below.

September 13, 1971, China shocked the "September 13" incident. September 18, the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China issued the document [1971] No. 57 "on Lin Biao's
treason and flight notice", at the same time the central government has taken a series of measures to
arrest some of the Lin Biao group of people who are considered to be. After the situation was
relatively stable, the Central Committee held meetings to clean up and reorganize the major military
regions, provinces and cities, and military branches, before and after which many people were
implicated, and they were either criticized or isolated for examination. After the "Lin Biao Incident”,
the first person to be arrested was Jiang Tengjiao, the former political commissar of the Air Force in
the Nanjing Military Region. Wang Weiguo, political commissar of the Fourth Air Force, Chen
Liwei, political commissar of the Fifth Air Force, Wang Fei and Hu Ping, chiefs of staff of the Air
Force, and Zhou Jianping, deputy commander of the Air Force in the Nanjing Military Region, were
successively subjected to quarantine review. The highest position, the deepest should be the
Politburo members Huang Yongsheng, Wu Faxian, 1i Zuopeng, Qiu Huizuo this so-called "four big
guns". These former senior cadres of the Four Wildernesses followed Lin Biao closely in the
Cultural Revolution, and as soon as Lin's vice-chairman got into trouble, the four of them were

"suspended from duty for reflection”" on September 24th.

On December 21, 1971, the central government issued document No. 77 [1971] that "Chen Boda,
with the support of Lin Biao, scurried all over North China to run around and talk nonsense,
soliciting and liaising with Li Xuefeng, Zheng Weishan and others, and heartlessly carrying out
counter-revolutionary lobbying to prepare for the Lin-Chen anti-Party group to usurp the power of
the Party in the Ninth Plenary of the Second Plenary of the Second Plenary of the Ninth Central
Committee. " Zheng Weishan, the former commander of the Beijing Military Region, and Li
Xuefeng, the political commissar of the Beijing Military Region, whose dismissal was announced on
January 24, 1971, were again assigned to the Lin Biao group. The document also states that "Wu
Faxian talked to Wang Bingzhang, Wang Weiguo and Chen Liwei one after another, encouraging

them to attack the Party at the group meetings". The Central Committee document states that Wang



Bingzhang, the first deputy director of the National Defense Science and Technology Commission

(NDSTC), "attacked the Party" and was designated as a dichard member of Lin Biao.

On March 23, 1972, the Central Committee issued Document No. 14 [1972] on the Chengdu
Military Region, naming a total of six people: Liang Xingchu, Commander of the Chengdu Military
Region; Chen Rengi, the second political commissar; Xie Jiaxiang, the third political commissar;
Wen Yucheng, the first vice-commander; Ding Zhao, the political commissar of the Air Force of the
Chengdu Military Region; and Liu Jinping, the political commissar of the General Administration of
Civil Aviation. In naming Liu Jinping, the document said that he had come to Sichuan to skewer the
government. The document states, "Comrades Liang Xingchu, Chen Rengi, and Xie Jiaxiang got
into the boat of thieves and committed setious errors of direction and line and sectarianism." The
document said, "Lin Biao sent Wen Yucheng to the Chengdu Military Region, and successively sent
his diehards to Sichuan to carry out counter-revolutionary collusion, and planned counter-

revolutionary coup plots with Ding Zhao."

On April 25, 1972, the Central Committee issued Document No. 16 [1972] on Zhejiang Province,
which stated that Nan Ping, the first secretary of the Zhejiang Provincial Party Committee and the
political commissar of the provincial military region, and Xiong Yingtang, the commander of the
20th Army and the commander of the provincial military region, "were obedient to the words of Lin
Biao and his diehards, and were actively relying on them to tout each othet's praises and to fight
with each other in a fiery manner." This document also points out that "Lin Biao's henchmen Zhou
Jianping and Zhou Chiping scurried to Zhejiang several times to secretly conspire with Chen Liwei
to collect information and plan counter-revolutionary conspiracy activities." This central document
puts Zhou Chiping, the political commissar of the Fuzhou Military Region and the second secretary
of the Fujian Provincial Party Committee, into the scope of "Lin Biao's diehatds" because Zhou
Chiping wrote a pamphlet entitled "Comrade Lin Biao during the Northeast War of Liberation,"
which was reprinted and distributed in hundreds of thousands of copies in 1971, and the central
government decided that Zhou Chiping was trying to cooperate with Lin Biao in his attempts to

usurp the party and seize power.



On April 27, 1972, Document No. 17 of the China Development [1972] pointed out that "Comrade
Cheng Shih-ching then got on board the ship of thieves, and created rumors, falsified the Party's
histoty, actively touted Lin Biao, and spread rumors." Cheng Shiqing, deputy political commissar of
the Fuzhou Military Region and first secretary of the Jiangxi Provincial Party Committee, and Yang
Dongliang, commander of the Jiangxi Military Region and secretary of the Jiangxi Provincial Party

Committee, were quarantined and examined.

July 16, 1972, Zhongfa [1972] No. 26: "Comrade Long Shujin stood on the side of the bourgeois
command headed by Lin Biao, got into the ship of thieves, and fell into a deep hole, adhered to the
bourgeois position, confronted Chairman Mao's revolutionary line, and shifted the general direction
of the struggle." Long Shujin, commander of the Xinjiang Military Region and head of the Xinjiang
Revolutionary Committee, was removed from his post. The document also argued that the paid
director of the Xinjiang Revolutionary Committee and political commissar of the Ninth Air Force,

"Comrade Li Quanchun is on the ship of thieves and is in deeper trouble."”

On September 15, 1972, the Central Committee issued Document No. 38 [1972] on Guizhou
Province: "In the fierce struggle between the proletarian command headed by Chairman Mao and
the bourgeois command headed by Lin Biao, and at the critical juncture of the 10th Party Line
Struggle, Comrades Lan Yinong and Zhang Rongsen all sided with Lin Biao's anti-Party clique, and
committed errors of orientation and sectarianism. and sectarianism. Comrade Lan Yinong's errors
were even more serious." Lan Yinong, the paid political commissar of the Kunming Military Region,
the first secretary of the Guizhou Provincial Party Committee, and the head of the Guizhou

Provincial Revolutionary Committee, was sent to labor.

On November 4, 1972, Document [1972] No. 42 was issued, in which Wang Xin, deputy political
commissar of the Wuhan Military Region and second political commissar of the Henan Provincial
Military Region, and secretary of the Henan Provincial Party Committee, was accused of being a

"diehard member of Lin Biao".



On January 7, 1973, the central government issued document No. 4 [1973] on Jinan Military Region
and Shandong Province: "Lin Biao's clique has come to our province to secretly collude with Yi
Yaocai, Xin Guozhi, Wu Zongxian, and Bao Yuqing, and to engage in counter-revolutionary
conspiracy activities." In this way, Y1 Yaocai, political commissar of the North Sea Fleet, Xin
Guozhi, deputy political commissar of the Fleet, Wu Zongxian, commander of the Jinan Military
Region Air Force, Pao Yuging, former vice principal of the 13th Aviation School, and Yuan
Shengping, second political commissar of the military region of the Jinan Military Region and

second secretary of Shandong Provincial Party Committee, were successively scrutinized.

In February 1973, Wei Zuzhen, political commissar of the Guangzhou Military Region and second
political commissar of the Guangxi Military Region, secretary of the CPC Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region Committee, and deputy director of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region
Reform Committee, left his post to undergo a review because of his performance at the Lushan

Conference.

In March 1973, the central government issued document No. 12 [1973] on Hunan Province, which
was about Bu Zhanya, deputy political commissar of the Guangzhou Military Region and the first
political commissar of the Hunan Military Region, "serious problems in the 10th Route Struggle",
and found that Bu Zhanya had boarded Lin Biao's "ship of thieves". The first political commissar of
the Henan Provincial Military Region, Bu Zanya, was found to have gotten into Lin Biao's "ship of

thieves.

In addition to those mentioned above, because of the "September 13th Incident", there were also
many senior cadres of the army who were knocked down or criticized, such as Huang Zhiyong,
deputy director of the General Political Department, Wang Xik, Yi Wen, Zhang Mingyuan, Ding
Xianguo, Chen Pang, Yan Jun, and Dai Jinchuan, deputy political commissar of the General
Logistics Department. Zhao Qimin, deputy director of the National Defense Science and
Technology Commission (NDSC), Wei Tongtai, Chief of Staft of the NDSC Liang Jun. Wang
Hongkun, Second Political Commissar of the Navy, Wu Ruilin, Deputy Commander of the Navy.
Xue Anxiang, deputy political commissar of the Navy's Shanghai base, Zhang Xiuchuan, political



commissar of the University of Military Science and Technology, Li Bingling, vice president of the
University of Military Science and Technology, Liu Feng, political commissar of the Wuhan Military
Region, Lei Yuanguo, political commissar of the Yunnan Military Region, and Guan Guanglie,

political commissar of the 127th Division of the 43rd Army.

Air Force in this cleansing involved the most people, Air Force Deputy Commander Zeng Guohua,
Lanzhou Military Region Air Force Deputy Political Commissar Wang Shao Yuan, Air Force Chief
of Staff Liang Pu, Air Force Deputy Chief of Staff Bai Yun, He Zhenya, Zhu Xuzhi, Air Force
Intelligence Department Minister He Dequan, Air Force Operations Department Minister Lu Min,
Guangzhou Military Region Air Force Commander Wang Pu, Guangzhou Military Region Air Force
Political Commissar Long Daoguan, Guangzhou Military Region Air Force Chief of Staff Gu
Tongzhou, the Air Force Twelfth Corps Commander Xie Yaozong, Commander of the 34th Air
Force Division Shi Niantang, Commander of the Southern Air Force Liu Maogong, Commander of
the 4th Air Force Zheng Changhua, Hu Linxin (then Director of the Political Department of the
Southern Air Force), Gao Haoping (then Deputy Director of the Political Department of the
Southern Air Force), Xie Changlin (then Deputy Commander of the Wukong Air Force), Zha
Quanlun (then Deputy Political Commissar of the Fukong Air Force), Zhang Yongliang (then
Political Commissar of the 3rd Air Force), Ji Yingwu (then Second Political Commissar of the 4th
Air Force), Feng Jian (then Second Political Commissar of the 5th Air Force), Ma Yunhe (then
Second Political Commissar of the 5th Air Force). Political Commissar), Ma Yunhe (then Deputy
Commissar of the 5th Air Force), Wang Yixiao (then Deputy Political Commissar and Director of
the Political Department of the 5th Air Force), Wu Yunshan (then Chief of Staff of the 5th Air
Force), Ji Shitang (then Commissar of the 6th Air Force), Si Zhongfeng (then Political Commissar
of the 6th Air Force), Shen Ke (then Deputy Commissar and Chief of Staff of the 12th Air Force),
Zhang Shou'en (then Vice Commissar of the 12th Air Force), Ma Jinsheu (then Director of the
Political Department of the 12th Air Force), Maji San (then Director of the Kunming Commander).
(then director of the Political Department of the 12th Air Force), Ma Jinxiu (then director of the
Political Department of the 12th Air Force), Ma Jie San (then director of the Kunzhi), and others
were isolated for examination or dismissed from their posts. The members of the "joint fleet"
manipulated by Lin Liguo are not described here because of their low status. Translated with

www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)



