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DeepL translation

The Central Special Case Group "Cultural Revolution™ was set up in May 1966 at the same time as the
Central Cultural Revolution Group, and if one said that the Central Cultural Revolution Group was the
first segment of the Cultural Revolution to incite unrest, then, the central special case group was the
last link that was responsible for the final decision on actions initiated by the central Cultural
Revolution group. Its power was beyond any that had ever existed with the Central Control



Commission or the Central Organization Department, and was far greater than the public security
agencies.

The masses implicated were up to 100 million people

Central special case group originated in the special case examination Committee. With the deepening
of the struggle changed its name to the Central Special Case Group, and it was institutionalized,
becoming a semi-permanent institution. Central special case group is responsible for determining

persecution, dragging out for struggle, isolation, arrests, etc., beyond the Party Charter and the

Constitution, above party organization and law agencies.

Below the special case examination group were three central offices, abbreviated Office 1, Office 2,
and Office 3. Office 1 was mainly responsible for special case examinations for Central and State
Council responsible persons, and for party and government responsible persons at the provincial,
municipal, autonomous region and directly subordinate city level, below Office 1 were the Peng Zhen
Special Case Group, the Liu Shaoqi Special Case Group, the “Bo Yibo 61 Traitors” Special Case Group,
Tao Zhu Special Case Group, Zhang Wentian Special Case Group, etc. Office 2 was mainly for
special case investigations of internal military senior generals, and below it were the He Long Special
Case Group, the Peng Dehuai Special Case Group, the Luo Ruiging Special Case Group, etc. Office 3
was mainly for special cases among senior responsible persons of the security apparatus, below it were
the “May 16 Counterrevolutionary Conspiratorial Clique” special case group, the “grabbing traitors
special case group, etc.

During the ""Cultural Revolution™ period, the entire special case group (including central and
local layers) investigated approximately two million cadres at all levels. According to the
introduction to the book, A Brief History of the "Cultural Revolution,” by Xi Xuan and Jin Chunming,
is only officials above the level of vice Minister of the Center or State Council, and deputy provincial
governor of the local areas were investigated, which was about 75% of the total number. In the reviews,
they abused the methods of dictatorship, did a lot of forced confessions, creating millions of
miscarriages of justice, additionally involving relatives and people with all kinds of social ties, the
number of implicated masses nation-wide was up to 100 million people.

Do not give any chance to appeal

Among the many special case groups, the "Liu Shaoqi special case group” was one of the most
prominent ones. Finally, the special case group determined Liu Shaoqi as a "renegade, traitor and scab."
The evidence heard by the special case group was mainly fraudulent, confession under duress. In late
December 1966, when the investigation had not begun collecting evidence, Jiang Qing, Kang Sheng
and others when they mentioned Liu Shaoqi on various occasions always without foundation, labeled
him as a "counter-revolutionary"” and a "traitor.” Xie Fuzhi told the special case group staff: "We must
carry out a life-and-death struggle with Liu, Deng, and Tao and resolutely bring them down. The
handling of this case is a great revolution, it is a struggle to the death.” In March 1968, at a meeting of
8 special case groups, Jiang Qing said: “Liu Shaoqi is a big renegade, big traitor, big spy, the materials
arranged by the little generals is better than yours. Now your materials has made some progress, but
many things still don’t exceed the Red Guard materials.” At a Central Special Case Group meeting, Xie
Fuzhi said: "All those who have been included on investigation lists , are opposed to the proletarian
headquarters headed by Chairman Mao, we must resolutely fight an irreconcilable battle with these
people, we can never be benevolent, we cannot compromise.” Kang Sheng said: "Now what we are
fighting is a sharp, covert KMT-CCP war, if they don’t have a strong class standpoint, the special case
group might not do things well.” When investigators made the slightest mistake, or had different views,
the light punishment was dismissal as "'rightists,” severe punishment might get imprisonment, and some

3



were disciplined or sent back to their units for criticism."” Liu Shaoqi, Wang Guangmei special case
group™ leadership changed three times, and two were jailed.

People examined by the Special case group also were deprived of the right of self-defense and the right
of appeal. Whether Liu Shaoqi, Wang Guangmei themselves, or any of those subjected to investigation,
they had no opportunity, nor were they permitted to defend themselves or appeal their cases. In the
three years of the Liu Shaoqi special case group’s existence, they had no contact with Liu Shaoqi or
Wang Guangmei, nor did they hear their explanations even once. To other people implicated with the
"suspects”, once one is listed as a target of investigation, one can only explain a problem, one cannot
defend oneself or appeal. As soon as these people defend themselves, it is dismissed as "not honest",
"reversal of verdict”, subject to even harsher criticism. The confessions defending oneself at the trial
are not written into the trial records, are not allowed to write written materials, and those written down
are withheld. They are not reported or transferred by the case handlers.

To obtain confessions, the special case group has detained t a group of people rumped-up charges.
Many of them are senior cadres, intellectuals, democrats, but also ordinary residents, cooks, nannies.
According to incomplete statistics, the special case group has incarcerated 64 people. But the
number needed as a result of the special case or are a little suspect and remanded by the relevant
departments and units, was much greater.

Torture by Many Means

He Long special case group was “Office 2’s” first important case, personally grasped by Kang Sheng.
The case group had about a dozen sub-groups, such as the "Wang Shangrong special case group”, "Xu
Guangda special case group”, the "Liao Hansheng special case group" and the like, these groups used
physical torture, forced confessions, entrapment, false evidence and forgery to carry out their
investigations. According to a description in He Xiaoming’s book, The Last Decade of Marshal He
Long: Liao Hansheng special case group staff hung a three hundred watt light bulb large at the head of
his bed, if he did not give up "He Long collaborators requirements and circumstances™ it would be
turned on and off so he would not be able to sleep; Wang Shangrong was left standing all day, not
allowed to urinate, and forced to explain so-called "He Long crimes™; Dun Xingyun, because he
refused to entrap He Long and Xu Guangda, the special case group staff beat him fiercely, blinding him
in one eye; Engineering Corps deputy commander Tan Youlin was brutally interrogated for several days
and nights continuously, nearly died in prison ......

The one persecuted worst was General Xu Guangda. Thugs deliberately threw noodles down on the
stairs and forced him to get down to lick and eat them. He was repeatedly beaten by thugs to the point
that his heart disease caused him to faint. In 1969 Xu Guangda was reported in critical condition, the
special case group still stepped up his trial. On May 31, Xu was bedridden, the special case group still
dragged him to the floor to confess his crimes to Mao Zedong. After the third day, Xu Guangda was
neither in medical care, nor was he given permission for his family to help him, and he died tragically
in the ward toilet.

Similarly, during the "Cultural Revolution” other special case group also vigorously forced confessions
under duress, manufacturing batch after batch of miscarriages of justice.

After the “Cultural Revolution” ended, the leaders in charge of major cases at the central level, on the
grounds that the Chairman had approved them, refused to give the files and archival materials for these
cases to the Organization Department, and under the efforts of Hu Yaobang and Chen Yun, before the
3'd Plenum of the 11t CC, the Special Case Group had to take all the “big and important cases” and
turn them all over to the Organization Department for reinvestigation. A series of false and wrong cases
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began to be rehabilitated. The Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Party
finally decided that in the past, the supervision of the Party and the masses to set up specialized
agencies to review cadres was extremely unhealthy and must be abolished forever. Soon, the central
special case group was revoked. always be annulled. Soon, the central special case group was abolished.
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