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Anhui's former deputy public security director Yin Shusheng: How did Zeng Xisheng cover up the

Great Famine?

Introduction: The investigation report confirmed that 3.5 million people died of starvation in Anhui,
and in order to leave room for error, 3 million people were reported. Zeng Xisheng asked the Public
Secutity Bureau to recount and report again. Of coutse, you can't put the blame on Zeng Xisheng

alone.

From February 19 to 25, 1960, Deng Xiaoping, General Secretary of the CPC Central Committee,
Peng Zhen, Vice Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, Yang
Shangkun, Alternate Secretary of the Secretariat of the CPC Central Committee and Director of the
Central General Office, and Liu Lantao, Alternate Secretary of the Secretariat of the CPC Central
Committee, went to Anhui to inspect the province. Several leaders of the provincial party committee
suggested that Zeng Xisheng, the first secretary of the provincial party committee, entertain the
central leaders in the name of the provincial party committee. Zeng Xisheng said, it is not

appropriate to use public funds to entertain, Premier Zhou came to Anhui also did not have a
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banquet (Premier Zhou in February 5-6, 1958 visit to Anhui)! Zeng Xisheng could not withstand the
repeated persuasion of several leaders, had to agree. But comes with a condition: seven leaders of
the provincial party committee from their own pockets, 5 yuan each, a total of 35 yuan, the canteen
is required to use the 35 yuan to make a delicious meal to entertain the leaders, can not use the

public money.

Banquet began, Zeng Xisheng pointed to a table of cheap and sumptuous meals to Deng Xiaoping
and other central leaders, said, this is our provincial party committee 7 leaders to pay for the
banquet, no public money, you can rest assured that eat well. Deng Xiaoping said happily: old Zeng

ah! You this way good le.

Invited our guests, and do not spend a penny of public money, like when in Yan'an, to get! This is a
good story, although the author did not personally experienced, but in the last century, 80 years had
asked the money to participate in the banquet at the time of a leader of the provincial party
committee, then responsible for the defense, reception of the Secretary General of the Provincial
Party Committee, reception, the Director of the Provincial Public Security Bureau, the Director of
Security, are so said. Historical facts are conclusive. In the past twenty years, this story has been
reprinted many times in the domestic press. These newspapers reproduced the purpose, is to use it
to compare today with public money to eat, drink and entertain the unhealthy wind, for the party
breeze and clean government construction, well-intentioned, praiseworthy. However, some people
use this as an example to praise Zeng Xisheng is a clean and honest, two-sleeved, spotless,
wholeheartedly serve the people's model; for him in the eatly 1962 of the seven thousand people's
congress was dismissed from the post of the first secretary of the provincial party committee, it is a

bit of a fallacy.

After Deng Xiaoping and his entourage left Anhui, the central leaders came one after another: from
May 9 to 19, 1960, Dong Biwu, Vice President of the People's Republic of China and Second
Secretary of the Central Supervisory Commission, visited Anhui; from June 24 to 28, Zhu De,

Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congtess, visited Anhui; from
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October 28 to November 2, Chen Yun, a member of the Standing Committee of the Central

Committee of the Political Bureau and Vice Premier of the State Council, visited Anhui.

In these central leading comrades intensively to Anhui inspection time, but also is the people of
Anhui in extremely difficult imes, every day people are starved to death, the whole death; a large
number of hungry people dragging their children out of the famine, living on the streets of towns
and cities, along the lines of transportation, died in the middle of the minority, the whole
countryside presents a "thousands of Ficus Lai, the people left behind, ten thousand households
rustling ghosts sing! The whole countryside presented a scene of "thousands of villages left behind,
and ten thousand houses were deserted, with ghosts singing". According to two repeated statistics
from the provincial public security department in 1961 and 1962, the number of unnatural deaths in
Anhui in 1960 was mote than 2.1 million (for details, see "Reading Zeng Xisheng's Inspection to the
Central Government" in Yanhuang Chunqiu, Issue 1, 2013). There was even a large number of
cannibalism (see "Original Records of Special Cases in Anhui," in Yanhuang Chunqiu (% #5 #&
2009 fE45 9 ). Due to the tight blockade by the Anhui Provincial Party Committee headed by
Zeng Xisheng, these central leaders who visited Anhui did not realize the setiousness of the
problem in Anhui and could not take effective measures to help the Anhui Provincial Party
Committee to save the starving people, so that the starvation in Anhui continued until the second
half of 1961. Zeng Xisheng not only did not lose his post, but also took over the post of Shu Tong,
the first secretary of the Shandong Provincial Party Committee, who was dismissed due to starvation
deaths in October this year. There is no precedent in the history of our party for one person to serve
as party secretary of two provinces. Knowing this background, can you still be happy with the story

of Zeng Xisheng's banquet?

Zeng Xisheng, Secretary of the Anhui Provincial Party Committee at the age of 48 and Secretary of

the Shandong Provincial Party Committee at the age of 506.

One
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Keeping the Central Committee from knowing the real situation.

Let's take a look at how the CPC Anhui Provincial Committee prevented the central leaders from
contacting the masses and understanding the real situation, making them blindsided by the summary
reports of the security guards kept in the archives of the Public Security Bureau. These security
reports say: "The security of X X is carried out under the unified leadership of the provincial party
committee, a special office was set up, under the reception, defense and other groups, by the
provincial public security department director, the provincial people's procuratorate, the provincial
people's court president and the provincial party committee united front department minister as the
head of the group respectively. Provincial Public Security Office to deploy the appropriate
personnel, divided into sections along the route, investigate the situation, take security measures,
through the grass-roots organizations, monitoring the bad elements, every 5 to 6 kilometers along
the route there is a member of the county party committee, every 1 to 2 kilometers, there is a
district, township party committee members are responsible for the municipal and county public
security bureaus are segmented, each responsible for the defense work. The head of the residence,
visit the site may come into contact with the personnel beforehand political review, to ensure
absolute reliability. Food and hygiene are carefully deployed to ensure safety during the inspection."”
"For the places, cities and counties that have decided to go for inspection, prior notification is given,
the bottom line is handed over, and specific requirements are put forward, so as to make sure that
everything is in order. The visiting units and party performers who have problems should be
properly dealt with; for dangerous elements, the shift should be adjusted, or by way of going down
to labor, temporarily transferred; for general complex elements, by the party, the members of the
league, the activists clamped up approach to control." "For the 16 more fixed units in Hefei,
Huainan, Bengbu, Maanshan, etc., which the head of the central government is to visit, 1,500
activists are to be selected from them to welcome and receive the central leadership; all other
employees of these units are not to be allowed to appear at the scene of the leadership's inspection."
"For the places where the chiefs visit by car on their way, all that is unsightly must be cleared away
before the chiefs arrive." With such tight control measures, how could the central leadership learn

the real situation?
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It is worth mentioning here that Vice Chairman Dong Biwu's visit to Anhui Province was
particularly noteworthy: in 1957, the Central Committee set up a high-profile Supervisory
Committee of the CPC Central Committee for the purpose of Party construction, with the respected
Chairman Zhu De and Vice Chairman Dong Biwu serving as the first and second secretaries, the
veteran revolutionary Wang Congwu as the deputy secretary, and the Vice President of the Supreme
People's Court, the jurist Wang Weizang, as a member of the Supervisory Committee. Dong's visit
to Anhui this time was long (a total of 10 days) and extensive, in addition to Hefei, focusing on
inspecting the communes and river-network chemical sites in some counties of Bengbu and Fuyang,
which had the most starvation deaths in Anhui. Because he received from the Central Supervisory
Commission a lot of people's letters on the situation of starvation deaths in Anhui, he wanted to
come and see for himself. The Anhui Provincial Party Committee made every effort to keep him
from seeing the real situation. Zeng Qingmei, Secretary of the Provincial Party Committee
Secretariat and Secretary of the Provincial Supervisory Committee, accompanied him in person and
was in charge of the security and reception work, which was carried out by Xing Hao, Director of
the Provincial Public Security Department. In order to impose a total blockade on Dong Lao and
prevent him from seeing the real situation, no swollen patients or people in mourning were allowed
to appear along the way. No new graves were allowed to appear. If there were any, they could be
bypassed; if they could not be bypassed and had to be passed through, or the graves were flattened;
if they could not be flattened, they were covered with weeds or tree branches. In order to convince
Dong that the people of Anhui were living well, when he visited the canteen of the Jianghuai
People's Commune in Hefei, he intentionally put the pre-simmered rice in a dustpan to dry,
explaining to Dong that this was the leftover rice eaten by the members of the commune, and that it
was left to dry in order to prevent it from becoming rancid. In reality, from the second half of 1959
onward, the public cafeteria did not serve rice, but mixed grains and large pots of clear soup. When
Dong was visiting a canteen in Shushan People's Commune, he saw rice flour meat on the canteen
table, which the cook said was for the membets to eat tomorrow. The truth is that the commune
temporarily bought several pounds of fresh meat from the meat factory, mixed with rice flour and
put it on the table for Dong to see. After Dong left, the rice flour meat was divided among the
cadres of the commune, brigade and production team. The so-called members of the commune that
Dong came into contact with were all temporarily drawn from the cadres of the brigades and

production teams and the basic militia.
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Although the Anhui Provincial Party Committee took all sorts of measures to block the news and
prevent the Central Committee from knowing the real situation in Anhui, there were still some
people who were not aware of the situation. However, some people's letters were still sent to the
central leaders. Just before and after Deng Xiaoping's visit to Anhui, Premier Zhou Enlai received a
people's letter reflecting the starvation deaths of the people in Hexian and Wuwei counties in Anhui.

Premier Zhou Enlai forwarded the people's letter to Zeng Xisheng with his own handwritten letter:

Comrade Xisheng: transfer the previous letter, please read and send people to the two counties to
check, perhaps this is true, perhaps exaggerated, but this kind of individual phenomenon in all
provinces, especially last yeat's disaster provinces more noteworthy. The President also emphasized
this point in the document he approved for the meeting of the six-level cadres of Shandong

Province. Please check and reply to my letter.

Zhou Enlai March 29, 1960

Wuwei County in 1959 because of starvation, the Secretary of the provincial party Committee
Secretary Zhang Kaifan to investigate and deal with the decisive dissolution of the canteen, the
allocation of relief food, to stop the five winds (communist wind, boastful wind, blind command
wind, forced to order the wind, cadres, specialization wind) to blow again. This was Zeng Xisheng
sued, by Mao Zedong in the Lushan meeting of the name of the criticism, for which Zhang Kaifan
was branded as a member of the anti-party group, was implicated in hundreds of thousands of
people, for a time, Anhui criticized the right-leaning opportunism of the wave of a wave of waves,
the left adventurism pushed to the extreme. 9 February 1962, Zeng Xisheng in the 7,000 people's
Congtess of the second review, said," In June 1959 (the day Zhang Kaifan arrived in Wuwei to
correct the five winds), unnatural deaths had already occurred in rural Anhui. If the lid had been
lifted early in Wuwei County and lessons had been learned from it, the problems in Anhui would not

have been so serious."
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Struggle between investigation and counter-investigation, blockade and counter-blockade

The central leaders who visited Anhui did not find any problems in Anhui, but the Central
Supervisory Commission kept receiving letters from the people reflecting the seriousness of the
problem of starvation in Anhui, and decided to send people to investigate. In April 1960, the CISC
first sent Liu Lisheng, head of the examination department, and Zhang Min, head of the letters and
visits section, to Qianshan County, Anhui Province, to learn about the production and living
conditions of the masses; in August, it sent Zhang Min and Cao Sithang to Su County, Xiao County,
and Quanjiao County, where there were many starvation deaths, to learn about the production and
living conditions of the masses; in November, it sent Li Hai to Linquan County, Fuyang District, to
learn about the starvation deaths in Linquan County, Fuyang District, to learn about the starvation
deaths in Linquan County, Fuyang District. Li Hai to Linquan County in Fuyang District in
November to learn about the outflow of population. Due to the unified deployment of the
provincial party committee, local, city and county committees tightly blockade, they can only
understand the partial incomplete situation, and the people in the letter reflected the situation is a
big gap, the CISC feel that must send a strong investigation team to Anhui to investigate, in order to
completely clarify the truth. In particular, a people's letter signed "Shi Quming" caused the CISC to

pay great attention. The letter reads:

Central and Chairman:

I dispelled the idea of personal gain and loss, to establish the Party and the people's gain and loss of
importance, before I resolved to reflect Fengyang County last winter and this spring, a large number
of population deaths, as far as I know of the three communes of the four zhuangzi population
deaths is quite alarming. One death accounted for 5 percent, one for 11 percent strong, one for 15
percent, and one for more than 20 percent. At the height of the deaths, some villages had five to six

deaths a day, and some villages were almost deserted, running away and dying. I saw with my own
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eyes that there were about three to four hundred abandoned children recruited (sheltered) at our
Linhuai Pass, and there were about one hundred dead. Shi Quming's 1960 Danyang Festival in
Linhuai 1960 Danyang Festival was May 29th on the solar calendar. Shi Quming, whose real name
was Zhang Shaobai, was at that time the director of the office of the Fengyang County Party
Committee, and was a Communist Party member with deep affection and loyalty to the people. At
that time, writing such a letter from the people in Anhui was found to be a counter-revolutionary
letter, and the writer of the letter had to risk sitting in a jail cell. In order not to be found out, he did
not follow the order of strokes when writing, but wrote backwards from bottom to top, wrote a
total of two letters, one sent a small civil servant to Bengbu to send out, give him a few pounds of
grain stamps, a few dollars as a reward. One letter was put into the Linhuaguan post office by
himself. The letter sent from Bengbu was detained by the Public Security Bureau, and the letter sent
from Linhuaguan Post Office was sent out smoothly. After the provincial party committee was
informed of the content of the letter detained in Bengbu, Zeng Qingmei instructed the Public
Security Bureau to send someone to Bengbu to lead the case. Public Security Bureau assigned the
director of the three departments to lead two handwriting identification experts to Bengbu, the
province, the ground (at that time Bengbu City, Su County, Chu County, Bengbu Prefecture), the
county public security organs of the three levels of more than 30 police officers to solve the case.
Because the writer is well hidden, and was not found. The task force has repeatedly suspected that
Zhang Shao Bai, but the key is the handwriting identification does not match, for this reason, by the
Provincial Public Security Office of the technical investigation staff of Zhang Shao Bai residence,

office was secretly searched, did not find other clues, and had to give up.

Zhang Shao Bali's letter from the people, prompting the Supervisory Commission sent a huge
investigation team to Anhui to investigate the starvation situation. Leader is a member of the
Supervisory Committee, the Supreme People's Court Vice President Wang Weizang, and the Central
Organization Department, the Central Policy Research Office, the Communist Youth League
Central Committee, the Ministry of Agriculture sent a total of more than 20 capable cadres, arrived
in Hefei on November 23rd. First listen to the provincial party committee report, and then
participate in the local, city and county party secretary meeting, after the meeting, divided into
several groups, respectively to Bengbu, Fuyang, Wuhu, Anqing investigation. Secretary of the Anhui

Provincial Party Committee Secretariat, Secretary of the Provincial Supervisory Committee Zeng
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Qingmei, Bengbu prefecture party secretary Shan Jingzhi attended. Wang Weizang, accompanied by
Zhang Shaobai, focused on inspecting Fengyang County. Zhang Shaobai confessed to Wang
Weizang that he had written the letter signed by "Shi Quming", and actively cooperated with Wang
to learn about the real case of the appalling mass starvation in Fengyang County. Zeng Qingmei,
Shan Jingzhi, however, everywhere blockade, set up obstacles, warning cadres not to "nonsense".
Seeing that the lid can not be covered, take the approach of the evil first, trying to prevent the
central investigation team's in-depth investigation. Zeng Qingmei to the Central Committee to write
a letter of complaint, the title is: "Wang Weizang to Fengyang County to investigate the unnatural
death", sent to preside over the work of the Anhui Provincial Party Committee of the Executive
Secretary Gui Lingi (Zeng Xisheng to Shandong concurrently served as the first secretary of the
Provincial Party Committee) to review, Gui Lingi the contents of the letter of complaint reported to
the Zeng Xisheng, agreed to the title to be changed to "Wang Weizang to Fengyang County to
investigate the unnatural deaths, the intentions of the", reported to the Secretariat of the Central
Committee and the Central Supervisory Board. and reported it to the Secretariat of the Central
Committee and the Central Supervisory Commission. Due to the strong backlash from the Anhui
Provincial Party Committee, the Central Supervisory Commission recalled the investigation team for

a report.

On December 23, 1960, Wang Weizang and his party returned to Beijing. 26 December, by the
Deputy Secretary of the Supervisory Committee, the Deputy Secretary of the Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection, Wang Congwu, the Central Supervision Department, the Ministry of the
Interior, Minister Qian Ying presided over the debriefing, Wang Weizang and others to report on
the situation of the investigation of the Anhui Province, Zeng Qingmei, Shan Jingzhi to participate
in the Zhang Shaobai invited to participate in the original intention to let Zeng and Zeng Shaobai to
investigate the death of a normal death, the original intention to let Zeng and Zeng Jingzhi to
participate in the investigation. The original intention was to have Zhang Shaobai confront Zeng
Qingmei and Shan Jingzhi face to face, but this was later canceled. When Zhang Shaobai arrived and
left Beijing, Wang Weizang personally picked him up and dropped him off at the train station,
reflecting the importance and care that the revolutionaries of the older generation attached to the
cadres who petitioned for the people. Up to this point, Zeng Qingmei and Shan Jingzhi still believed

that the situation reflected by the investigation team was one-sided and some of the circumstances
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were untrue. To this end, Wang Congwu Zeng Qingmei, single Jingzhi talk pointed out that,
according to the investigation team to provide a large number of data, indicating that the situation of
unnatural deaths in Anhui is serious, but you do not report to the central government, go back to
you must be uncovered, do not cover up; blocking the news to the central government is a mistake,
single Jingzhi to write a written check to report to the Central Supervisory Commission; Zhang
Shaober should be given praise to ensure that he does not retaliate against him; the Anhui Provincial
Party Committee does not reflect the real situation to the central government is contrary to the
Party. Anhui Provincial Party Committee not to reflect the real situation to the Central Committee
was against the provisions of the Party Constitution. Under these circumstances, Zeng Qingmei had
to agree with the inspection team and go back to seriously expose the lid; he said that it was wrong
to withhold people's letters in the past and that he would definitely correct the situation; and that it

was wrong to denounce the situation to the Central Committee.

At that time, Zeng Xisheng was also the first secretary of the Shandong Provincial Party Committee,
a cadre trusted by the central government, so Zeng Qingmei's statement was reluctant and forced.
But in mid-January 1961, Zeng Xisheng was removed from his position as concurrently First
Secretary of the Shandong Provincial Party Committee. This sighaled that the CISC's investigation
had worked and caused a tremor in Anhui's official circles. from February 18 to March 4, 1961, the
CPC Anhui Provincial Committee held a meeting of the secretaries of local, municipal, and county
committees, at which Ke Qingshi, the first secretary of the East China Bureau, arrived to give a
speech to show that he was paying attention to the problems in Anhui and lightly criticized the
Anhui Provincial Party Committee for its mistakes. The Provincial Party Committee reviewed the
mistakes of the past three years and, in the light of the realities of the time, put forward the slogan
"Eating Comes First". However, it still refused to admit that millions of people had died of
starvation, and was still covering up its mistakes, and still grudged the criticism of the CISC. So in
April or May 1961, the CISC sent Li Jian and Zhang Min, the head of the Rural Division, to Anhui
again to further investigate the starvation deaths. This time they did not follow the arrangements of
the provincial supervisory committee, but went down to investigate on their own, to the front line, a
total of 15 counties in Bengbu Prefecture, Fuyang Prefecture, 8 counties, as well as Feidong, Feixi,
Xuancheng, a total of 28 counties, a large number of starvation deaths. As the criticisms of the CISC

on the Anhui Provincial Party Committee were widely circulated, some local and municipal
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supervisory committees also began to actively cooperate, and truthfully reflected a lot of information
to Li Jian and Zhang Min, such as the secretary of the Bengbu Supervisory Committee, Deng Yan,
who reported on the material of 1 million people starving to death in the 15 counties of the region
(including 1959). Weng Keye, deputy secretary of the Provincial Supervisory Committee and an old
Red Army man, provided Li Jian with a large amount of valuable materials in the possession of the
Provincial Supervisory Committee. With solid facts and materials, Li Jian and Zhang Min went to
Hefei and asked the Provincial Supervisory Committee to truthfully reflect the situation to the
Central Committee. The leaders of the provincial party committee put pressure on the provincial
supervisory committee, not allowing them to truthfully report to Li Jian and Zhang Min. Li Jian sent
a copy of their investigation into the starvation deaths to Zeng Xisheng, who slapped the table after
reading it and scolded them for "engaging in secret service activities in Anhui". After the
investigation, Li Jian submitted a report to Wang Congu, confirming that more than 3 million people
died of starvation in Anhui (the investigation counted 3.5 million people died of starvation, but in
order to leave room for error, it was reported as 3 million people). Wang Congu reported the survey
report to the Central Secretatiat in Li Jian's personal name. The Central Secretariat informed Zeng
Xisheng, who said that he did not know about it and that the people below him had blocked the
news from him. This is complete sophistry. Weng Keye, deputy secretary of the Provincial
Supervisory Committee, once reported to him the seriousness of his investigation into the starvation
deaths in the 15 counties of Bengbu Prefecture, but he was indifferent, so how could he say that it

was blocked from below?

In February 1961, the Ministry of Public Security issued a circular requesting all provincial and
municipal public security departments and bureaus to report 1960 population statistics by the end of
June. The Anhui Provincial Public Security Bureau required all local and municipal public security
offices and bureaus to report to the Public Security Bureau by the end of April in order to
summarize and report to the Ministry of Public Security. The Public Security Department
summarized in mid-April and found that Anhui's population in 1960 was 3,839,779 net fewer than in
1959, with 2,218,280 unnatural deaths.
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Xing Hao, director of the Public Security Department, reported the situation to Zeng Xisheng and
said he was ready to report it to the Ministry of Public Security. Zeng Xisheng immediately took a
position that it was impossible for the population to decrease so much in 1960 compared with 1959,
and asked the Public Security Bureau to re-count the population before reporting it. For this reason,
the Provincial Public Security Bureau called the cadres in charge of population statistics from the
local, city and county public security bureaus to Hefei to verify the reported data. The results were
unchanged. The director of the Public Security Department again asked Zeng Xisheng for
instructions. Zeng Xisheng disagreed and asked to wait for an expanded meeting of the provincial
party committee. At the expanded meeting of the provincial party committee, the figures reported
by the localities were the same as those of the Public Security Department, and Zeng Xisheng
remained unconvinced. He had no choice but to take Xing Hao, the director of the Public Security
Department, to the provincial party committee with his household registration statisticians to eat
and live there, and to revise the population statistics, reducing the number of unnatural deaths in
1960 from more than 2.1 million to 1.17 million. Zeng Xisheng was removed from office, Li Baohua
took over as the first secretary of the Anhui Provincial Party Committee, asked the Public Security
Bureau to correct the wind of falsification, starting with the population statistics, so the Provincial
Public Security Bureau held a special meeting on household registration work, the Great Leap
Forward during the population of Anhui to carry out a major cleanup, the results confirmed that in
1960 the abnormal deaths of the population of Anhui was more than 2.1 million. Until the 7,000
people's congress in 1962, Zeng Xisheng was still covering the lid, criticized by Mao Zedong without
naming him, and then forced to make two inspections under Liu Shaoqi, before the lid of Anhui was

lifted.

You can't put the blame on Zeng Xisheng alone.

Of course, Zeng Xisheng has problems, but we can not put the blame on his head. Without the
General Line, the Great Leap Forward, the People's Commune Movement, and the Central

Government's leftist line of transition to communism, millions of people would not have starved to
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death in Anhui. During the Great Leap Forward movement, the main leaders of the Central
Committee, Mao, Liu, Zhou, Zhu, Chen, Lin and Deng, with the exception of Lin Biao, all went to
Anhui to give support and encouragement to Zeng Xisheng. Mao Zedong and Zhu De came twice.
In particular, Mao Zedong September 16, 1958 to 20 days to visit Anhui, in the National Defense
Commission, deputy director of General Zhang Zhizhong and Vice Premier Tan Zhenlin
accompanied by an open car along the Yangtze River Road in Hefei to receive hundreds of
thousands of military and civilian welcome, which is Mao Zedong out of the inspection did not have
a spectacular scene, is Zeng Xisheng actively promote the Great Leap Forward of the reward. Mao
was in a particularly happy mood because he saw the majesty of the Great Leap Forward in Anhui.
On the way from Anging to Hefei by bus, Mao Zedong inspected the Shucha People's Commune in
Shucheng County.

The secretary of the commune reported that this yeat's agriculture and tea production in Shucha
Commune had great development. This yeat's total grain output could reach 72 million jin, with an
average yield of 1,600 jin per mu, an increase of 138% over last year, and an average of 1,900 jin of
grain per person, an increase of 136% over last year. Public canteens have already realized that you
don't need to pay for your meals. Mao Zedong immediately went on to say, "No money for meals.
Since it can be done in one commune, it may also be done in other societies that have the
conditions; and since meals can be free of money, in the future clothes can also be free of money."
Zeng Xisheng then reported that: Shu tea commune 8600 households, has raised 32000 pigs, now
the commune's canteen can eat four taels of pork per person per week. Chairman Mao was even

happier to hear.

The author is the Shu tea commune people, the author's relative Zhou Qiyin was the Secretary of
the Shu tea commune, he retired many times to my home, I asked him in 1958, you reported to
Chairman Mao's data is how to come, he said: grain production we are 3.5 times the number of head
of pigs in the whole commune only 2,000 less than the Secretary said that the report of 32,000
heads. I wrote the report material, now think about it is really ridiculous, but then who is not

boastful?
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Immediately following, October 16 to 22, the party's second-in-command Liu Shaoqi visited Anhui,
has inspected the Suixian County, Suixi County, Bengbu, Hefei, Wuhu, Ma'anshan countryside,
factories, schools, the Great Leap Forward situation in Anhui to give fully affirmed to the provincial,
prefectural, municipal, and county party secretaries to give praise to the pompous report to be sure;
praised the people's commune is "the best form of organization for the transition to communism,"
the people's commune is "the best form of organization for the transition to communism. It praised
the people's commune as "the best form of organization for the transition to communism"; said that
"public canteens and kindergartens are the germ of communism"; and vigorously advocated the
militarization of organizations, the militarization of production, and the collectivization of life. They
also fully affirmed the practice of separating husband and wife, men and women, and organizing

production and combat teams, which was against human decency.

In addition to the main leaders of the central government, the four vice premiers also went to Anhui
to give Zeng Xisheng support and encouragement. Among them, Vice Premier Tan Zhenlin, who
was in charge of agriculture, was particulatly prominent. In addition to accompanying Mao Zedong's
inspection, he went to Anhui as early as June 5 to 28, the longest time, a total of 25 days; the longest
distance, 3,200 kilometers; the most places, inspecting four prefectures, 35 counties, 49 agricultural
production cooperatives (at that time, the commune had not yet appeared), four factories, and made
15 presentations to the cadres and the masses, advocating the Great Leap Forward. In the inspection
from Hefei to Anging, along the way through Feixi, Shucheng, Tongcheng. When the car passed
through Feixi, not many members of the community were seen working on both sides of the
highway. But when we arrived at Shucheng County, we saw red flags on both sides of the highway,
countless slogans, and members of the community working and singing, a scene of the Great Leap
Forward. It turned out to be the Shucheng County Committee received a notice, the members of the
community will be concentrated on both sides of the highway labor, those flags, banners are
overnight raid production, my second brother is the secretary of the production brigade, personally
told me about this matter. Tan Zhenlin said to the accompanying provincial leaders: Shucheng
County Great Leap Forward situation is good, the masses fully mobilized, the county party
leadership; Feixi County Party Committee, the main leaders did not seriously mobilize the masses,
the Great Leap Forward to engage in cold and quiet. On his few words, the results of the county

party secretary of Feixi County was replaced, another person to serve. Successor county party

23



secretary to learn Shucheng County, in Feixi County, the five winds of the sky, the result is that Feixi
County three years of starvation death of more than 200,000 people, fleeing the famine of more than
200,000 people, to 1961, a large number of villages, houses collapsed, uninhabited, and became
uninhabited villages. This is also the reason why Zeng Xisheng first engaged in responsible farming

in early 1961 in Shannan, Feixi County.

Tan Zhenlin's trip to Anhui brought not a blessing but a curse to Anhui.

Therefore, Zeng Xisheng complained in his second review at the 7,000th National People's
Congress:

"This time the central work conference, we still do not want to uncover the lid, the fact is
manifested in: A, .....B, (I) think that the reason why the five winds (in Anhui) line up (scrape), there
are internal reasons, but also external reasons (referring to Tan Zhenlin). Although I speak mainly to
uncover the inner causes, I always want to tell my comrades more about the outer causes. And will
X X X (Tan Zhenlin) comrade's several report records from Hefei to come, as a speech based on,
and signaled the local municipal party committee comrades to mention more X X X (Tan
Zhenlin), which is trying to shirk their own responsibility. There is another emotion, is to say that he
(Tan Zhenlin) (in Anhui) engaged in so many tricks, the contact surface is so big, why do not do a

review, but only rectify people, not rectify their own."

Zeng Xisheng said is the heart, but also reasonable words. Anhui problem, Zeng Xisheng is
responsible for a great deal, but to him alone, it is not fair. The Great Leap Forward policy makers
should be held responsible; those who went to Anhui on the Great Leap Forward to fan the flames

of the central leadership, should also bear some responsibility.

Author: Yin Shusheng, male, born in 1937 in Nangang Township, Shucheng County, Anhui

Province, former deputy director of the provincial policy and legal research office, deputy director of
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the Anhui Provincial Public Security Department since 1983, and vice president of the Anhui

Provincial Law Society and Criminal Psychology Society.
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