IR — SN, (1959 E4AFRARI(E) Peng Dehuai: My
Small Opinion (Letter to Mao Zedong in 1959)

A 1959 TN W ERBEFARRL

KA A 2009-10-14 23:30 /E75 1 SZAEIN

New utl: http://w.hybsl.en/article/13/16643, accessed October 4, 2023

FN 112 — Peng Dechuai Letter to Mao in 1959 (Lushan)

B

R I = BOR BN o BAEPTIL NG LS, A/NZERAETER 250,
GHYES% . HIGX R AREERE, A, mjcdd.

AL, BEAZSHMEIEET. Az, BHETER.

HI 1958 S RBRBERY ISR 1 € TCHEHY

WRPEE R 2 VMRS HIEIR R A, 1958 R4 1957 S TS EHK T 48400, H
HTAIR T 66.1%, AREDIIEI T 25% CRARIE™ 30002 HER) , EZR MBS
KT 435% . XFERIE IR, RS EMARALR ST R 232 SCE-BOHE LAY A

M, R RIE LTRSS, SOREYEE, W KB, BA BUES T s
S EIE I o AU IE BRI, A2 3 S t R R BRI -

1958 FEREAREL, WERRALEMH2dad 2 72, palr—mosts, LT
TER LRI, KRR A BRI Z B Z 250, XX AASAIR, AR, [
I, 1959 ERAMUBCA LR — 5L, IHLAE S m], MRS KBk, Xl A1
BIEIRBATE NI JREE, BEIN TR A R R . (R 2By, 5T E IRy &


http://w.hybsl.cn/article/13/16643

), AR —PAEN B I — KT, &2 PSR Es iY . IAEIEAT — 2R TR
ST, BUEATNRERRE, ALY BRI R, AR T RIRBLGOR H BUE
AP OME LA T RS, SOt S AT RIXERY BT e . AL, FEZCHERIAEE (1960 4F) 1f
RIS, SR YIRS RS Z AT SRRl b, INLGAE S J&. X 1958 4EA1 1959 4F |
AR A SRR I H SEAETCTR S, b0 N o R v s 1, AR T A Z00A
&, AREARTEL, BN E GG EIE R, AT A4Sl J e AR, R4
JF 4 SR BRI BRI R . EHH R BA 2R, BIA RS RJE ATE T P o

1958 RN RATAL, B EAHRTLRY, ACUERE A RAGREEBST I, i 2 in
W A2 SCE A 3 U IE @ 2. BARERTA T L, BA—BaREL, BRT
PR T — 28BS aRiR , XA ERIIR .

HELWENRE. M. EFF—RASW, BAELRAMIE, BiLEIEA LEALT
, BB HE EHGT H IE T HUE

N
5 IIm

D

FE 1958 SR RBREY, MR T Sk, FERATXFEANRZ R S5 RINEER, fE
iR 2RO, AR/, Mg K.

FEA RPN, 200 7T —8/ N, IR TR (W W) AT, SR
—EEAME . HEGREEH AR T — OB E RIS A, B9r T ADERA
S, TR EX b aE] TR . BT TR (kb2 0 R12) o
RIfEX— 7 2 A AT

N ERLRRE, WEHEHRN. BRARNNRZNARZ0, INEH-ML i, 2
B A o

Zov I EE TARE R 5 #0)



XREW, B2 RREEBIEAER DT EAE LSk TAER I Z R Z0I, 3 B T A A 28
Wo WXL, BERANEH AR RINRIFAL, AR By E8h, #E—
DAREAL S B LATHEN, (AW AAEENATEISR, B2 HE, ERIGR 3R
P B

PadA, 1958 ERERBER AT BIA) — 28R i, A7 —2HRXE LU Y ITEFAT15E 30
ARG I FEars s, ARSI ERABUER, XA R P
DU BAMER IR TAE AT AR S P 8, 2 T LU RIS R T 5 [ 2 0 T Kok e =LA
B, XFMEILRY A R E IR TAZ 0] S4B Z AR R R BIRR R, H
Bt 2 BABAATER . BRRBIFATA G351 KA AR S SR ) K SR P A o

LA AR AT B — LBl g8, JRIAZ 2T . HE AR 2 AT 2
FSCEBTAEARE, BATERINER . M AT L B A R MAEA S AR,
XTSRRI T 5T, RO TRAIEN A T SEs TR o BB T R (]l
I, BIEEABRAEM R P EOSELFBOR WA AR O Fo T, FWE
HRE 7 (O AN AR, RERAFYFEANEA 1 8 R, g —&FACH
PIZAES) “HBEIRIRES, ARIEVIECREEIR . HUCRH PRI HHaRIES. X
RN BRER R R K . R AR, @R RN RESR, I FATR
BN, RS EAT 55 “ B eE A, GhEE AR E R R, 25 ey BNIE
HHY o

R, FEFRATR AT ER TAREX T, s HAA/MES =R A, X3
B

L P95 KU AR . RAEILIET WU, PR AR il ok, il 7 —F
R REAEEIRE N ELAGRIMRI, RItal LU PR A Tk 7o XA il
BRIVGRE, AMER YL, BOAAEHBIERN. LRI R, B B0 K
Rikss, YUACKIE, shifesy, s7sh 0, WSEhy K, Wi i L.

2, RRARERTAT . XM FEFRIE TS SLFRZ R BB — RS



AR A o P75 XU, WO I, — A Bl th W TR, B
MR S s2 BRI . U N TR &SRR, o SO RIRERZ 3, A
ISR ARk . FEARMR R IR BRI, Al kIR B b A ke, Bkl
HAE, AR, B85 HFEEH . ENEHESRI B, A58 HEE
o, BEEIESUMASFE A AWERICEWE, ABH MR EIL SRS Xk
SN, BAHESIFERN, ERREIOHE. XESEATALETERAGESfER,
= BAERZE AR RN . BATRAELFEN BN 2T KT 2R 2 i &
gk, FPSRRERRYTE, BREBANZEGT RGOS, TR APIINT.

2 NGB RAYAERE, EIRATA SRR . E 1958 SRR RERIET, FONTHABA
DIRGE—E, KRB KSRGS SR AR ATk R, — 282 7SRRI &
J&, BRI TS, B T EXG SESRER I LR T AR AR LA
LSRR EXETEINS T

AT L, A R RAT A BRI, QIR T AT AR kSR

b RERIR S/ NEEER RIRIE R . MR "D & 2007 1SR

EIEET SFSA, HRRE TR AR E, ROTMBRZ A5, A EETTE Y ai A
GO, B TARLHHER R I SO A2 il SRR B AT EfRir B s, JZRmes, 18
AR LS T ILEAREB B EDR, 2 —F o LA Al B feir. Rt
s 1 SLhr, AR SC R o I A ESF M BN, o RO B, I
eI DR BT T, —EBUHSHBOR, IREBUTILENE, LIRS ARA LS E
BOME, AR MR S B S, AR MRyl .. EXEREE

S, HESRMBEEAEEN, wial DA% —D), BOg 7T BUaRIERE 573 B % PRIE™ 4L
TR RYER S, KRB EANGDEE, MR AT LT 5. BORIEIA T #E
AR, BEAREAE A TAEh I EALEi. BOREEIN-S 25 TAE PR B D AR
T, W OAUFE, AR ERE . HIEXEEN NG, — R R R~ AR 2
IRIXELS, RORFNTSER D1 25 FrE i 7 HY



RETHE, CLPFHI T R, R T RO MR EAR, W2 T EME SR TT
Mo L RN NG — RIEE, L AMIREAR EA R T, X216
RIGHER o XA EFIEAE T 25, X3 IUREN TR FRAE

AR WTEA O A ESRERE T, Rl @S s Lkl N RZEIRERGRE
FR—3. HATIES, Steesilgs 50, 4R885 ) T1F. i, REMES T
MEETHFLER TP RSO, P ERRRE, EAmt. HHEEE
FIFERAE, e, —BIALEBR AT k2, BAMTHEY, AFTE

Mo JETRIRES 3 SCE R RY MRS R A RGE T T, G 58 T4 LRI SEE AR

T, ALEREUE T LAFREIEN . AR A B R ST R, R T LR
JE T RAETEM A EXOT R R, B2 TIXIRERZON, RS iR 2

IE

(HEMRTN, SRS FREGE AR BT AR PR g
K, WEURZ, S84, B’ o BafER, RrlahERRarst, Qe
RN AEWEMAE 4 FHRRERISER, 15 FE ERE A F HAR, £
A )5 4 FN AT DA SEE, SR E Bt E W] DU S o X2 BT TR R Y ST
R RYHIT A -

AAL!

1959 4£ 7 f 14 H

[2)5] A ReoR gt MR Il B ERBEARE R, HBRIT, ZEN
MEREIPLZ o TH2, AT IS BRSNSV B SN BRI R A S S
ELBEAR



7H 16 H, BEARKIET I RKBISNFE. REZENNESRIERZRY, HEFERE
T, RECKEZEEMTIK fan 3¢ _SRMIRK H, i HAl — L8 52 MRl 2 sl ok il 26
R IR RATE ARG T, WHFT RSN fan 58 SR, FFE I <CARH
>, ROTaEAEED. X, KRERE. NRAHISET IR A B R BCA TS
PIAMIE, RmgkSkRE T, SECCERR AT EHUR YU & 2.

BREARIT ZENE PR IR S, SZEMERHCRBX. 3 RE™ £ T R
HELE, BERUFEER T ZIEMN SN EILR S, FEYE 2N, A UL
EMAE SR mEteE (Il Sl IRV ELEETHE) o SR
MR, EERlV I TAE. (RIS, SCRBA T, MEMRR ZEN g "2
ZHEH TR ——MkSOTH PR DR <iER S E >, BEARNBIN A A
Ui WOSOTHISCERYS - HRBOAT R EE, HENREE EBE . REEWET
HERAE , 1959 FERAE TZEMNE.. ZEMEE R . 7 T2, Sud3CE, B
AAETAEPBA H 2 L B SHFAHP B AR R LB R R (BRI R T B L
RERBE. NRAHIX "= —RABOR) , SGEpn b “ERA T SRR AL
KT M R dui BEF R AR, WRIEE AT S, AIRE N RS,
EIEMAE SRR 2R T EOE.

DeepL translation

Peng Dehuai: My Little Opinion (1959 Letter to Mao Zedong)
Peng Dehuai 1959 Lushan meeting letter to Mao Zedong full text

Published: 2009-10-14 23:30 Author: Peng Dechuai Views: 1,415

Chairman:



This Lushan meeting is important. I have a few interjections in the Northwest Group, in the group
meeting has not yet finished speaking some of the views, specially written to you for reference. But I

am a simple man similar to Zhang Fei, indeed have its coarse, but not its fine.

Therefore, please consider whether there is any reference value. Where inappropriate, please

instruct.

A, 1958 Great Leap Forward's achievements are certainly undoubtedly

According to a few verified indicators of the State Planning Commission, the total output value of
industry and agriculture in 1958 increased by 48.4% compared with that of 1957, of which industry
increased by 66.1%, agriculture and sideline industry increased by 25% (30% increase in grain and
cotton production is certain), and the national financial income increased by 43.5%. Such a growth
rate was unprecedented in the world. It was a breakthrough in the socialist construction speed rule,
especially like our country's weak economic foundation, backward technical equipment, through the
Great Leap Forward, basically confirmed that the general line of "faster, better and more
economical” is correct. It is not only a great achievement for our country, but will also play a

positive role in the socialist camp for a long time.

In 1958, it seems that some of the capital construction projects were overly hasty and excessive,
dispersing some of the funds and postponing some of the necessary projects, which is a
shortcoming. This is a shortcoming. The basic reason for this is the lack of experience, the lack of
deep understanding of this point, and the late realization. Therefore, in 1959, not only did we not
slow down the pace a little bit and put it under proper control, but we also continued the great leap
forward, which made the imbalance phenomenon not be adjusted in time and added new temporary
difficulties. But these constructions, after all, are needed for national construction, and will gradually
yield benefits in the next year or two or a little longer. Now there are still some missing doors and
weak links, resulting in production can not be complete sets, some materials lack of very necessary

reserves, so that the phenomenon of dislocation and the emergence of a new imbalance will be



difficult to adjust in time, which is where the current difficulties lie. Therefore, in arranging the plan
for the coming year (1960), it is all the more important to put it on a realistic and sound basis and to
consider it carefully. In 1958 and the first half of 1959, some of the capital construction projects
really can not be completed, but also must make the greatest determination to temporarily stop, in
this regard, must have to give up, in order to have to take, otherwise serious dislocation
phenomenon will be prolonged, some aspects of the passive situation is difficult to get rid of, will
hinder the next four years to catch up with the British and the British speed of leapfrogging.
Although the State Planning Commission had made arrangements, it was difficult to make a decision

for vatious reasons.

The communization of the countryside in 1958 was of great significance, not only because it enabled
the peasants of China to get rid of poverty completely, but also because it was the right way to speed
up the building of socialism towards communism. Although there was a period of confusion over
the question of ownership and some shortcomings and mistakes in the concrete work, this is of

coufrse a serious phenomenon.

But after a series of meetings in Wuchang, Zhengzhou and Shanghai, the situation has basically been
corrected, the confusion has basically passed, and we have gradually embarked on the normal track

of distribution according to labor.

In the Great Leap Forward of 1958, the problem of unemployment was solved, and in a country as
populous and economically backward as ours, the fact that it could be solved quickly was not a small

matter, but a great one.

In the national steel-making, more small clay blast furnaces were set up, and some resources
(material and financial) and manpower were wasted, which was of course a big loss. However, a
huge preliminary census of the country's geology was catried out, many technicians were trained,
and the general cadres were trained and improved in this campaign. Although paid a tuition fee

(subsidized more than 2 billion). That is, in this regard there are also losses and gains.



From the above points alone, the achievements are indeed great. But there are also a lot of profound

lessons, setiously analyze, is necessary and useful.

B. How to summarize the lessons learned in the work

At this meeting, the comrades present are discussing the lessons learned from last year's work and
have put forward many useful ideas. Through this discussion, our Party's work will be greatly
benefited, and we will be able to turn passivity in certain areas into initiative, to further appreciate
the laws of the socialist economy, to make timely adjustments to the imbalance that often exists, and

to correctly understand the significance of "positive balance".

As far as I can see, some of the shortcomings and mistakes that appeared in the Great Leap Forward
of 1958 were unavoidable. As in the case of the Party's leadership of all revolutionary movements
over the past 30 years, there are always shortcomings in great achievements, which are two sides of
the same coin. The outstanding contradiction we are now facing in our construction work is the
tension in all areas caused by disproportion. By its very nature, the development of this situation has
affected the relations between workers and peasants, between the various classes in the cities and
between the various classes of peasants, and is therefore also of a political nature. It is the key to our

future mobilization of the masses to continue to achieve the Leap Forward.

The reasons for some of the shortcomings and mistakes in the work of the past period are manifold.
The objective factor is that we are unfamiliar with the work of socialist construction and do not
have complete experience of it. We do not have a deep appreciation of the law of planned and
proportional socialist development, and we have not carried out the policy of walking on two legs in
all aspects of practical work. We are not yet as comfortable in dealing with problems in economic
construction as we were in dealing with political problems such as the shelling of Kinmen and the
pacification of the Tibetan rebellion. On the other hand, the objective situation is that our country is

poor (there are still some people who do not have enough to eat, and last year the average cotton



cloth was still only 18 feet per person, which can be sewn into a single set of clothes and two trouser
forks) and two white backwardness, and the people are urgently demanding a change in the status
quo. Secondly, the favorable trend of the international situation. These are also important factors
that prompted our Great Leap Forward. It is absolutely necessary and correct to take advantage of
this favorable opportunity to adapt to the demands of the people, to accelerate our construction
work, to change as soon as possible our backward state of pennilessness, and to create a more

favorable international situation.

In the past period, many noteworthy problems have been revealed in our method of thinking and

style of work. This is mainly:

1, boastfulness grows up more generally. At the Beidaihe meeting last year, the grain production was
overestimated, creating a false impression. We all feel that the food problem has been solved, so you
can free your hands to engage in industry. In the understanding of the development of steel, there is
a serious one-sidedness, no serious study of steelmaking, rolling and crushing equipment, coal, ore,
coking equipment, pit wood sources, transportation capacity, labor force increase, the expansion of
purchasing power, how to arrange the market goods and so on. In short, there is no necessary
balanced plan. These are also guilty of not being realistic enough, which I am afraid is the cause of a
series of problems. The wind of boastfulness blew through all regions and departments, and some
unbelievable miracles appeared in the press, which indeed made the Party's prestige suffer a great
loss. At that time, the reports from all quarters showed that communism was coming soon, which
made many comrades' minds hot. In the high production of grain and cotton, iron and steel doubled
the wave, wastefulness along with the development of the fall harvest rough, regardless of cost, the
poor days as rich days. Serious is quite a long time, not easy to get the real situation, until the
Wuchang meeting and January this year, the provincial and municipal party committee secretaries
meeting, still do not have all the situation of the true picture. Produce this kind of pompous
atmosphere, is its social reasons, worth a good study. This is also related to the fact that some of our
work has only task indicators and lacks concrete measures. Although the chairman has prompted the

whole party last year to combine impulsive energy and scientific analysis, and the two-legged
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approach, it seems that it is not comprehended by the majority of leading comrades, and I am no

exception.

2. The fanaticism of the petty bourgeoisie makes us prone to make leftist mistakes. In the Great
Leap Forward in 1958, I and many other comrades a doubt, for the Great Leap Forward
achievements and the enthusiasm of the mass movement confused, some left tendencies have
developed to a considerable extent, always want to step into communism, preemptive thinking once
prevailed; to the party's long-established mass line and seek truth from facts style to the back of the

mind.

In the method of thinking, often the strategic layout and specific measures, long-term policy and
current steps, all and local, large and small collective relationship confused. For example, the
President's call for "fewer seeds, higher yields, and more harvests" and "catching up with Britain in
15 years" are strategic, long-term policies, but we lack research, do not pay attention to the study of
the current situation, and organize our work on a positive but sound and reliable basis. We have
organized our work on a positive but sound and reliable basis. Some of the targets have been raised
level by level, and the number has been increased from one level to another, turning the
requirements that could only be met in a few years or a dozen years into targets to be achieved in a
year or a few months. As a result, they are divorced from reality and do not have the support of the
masses. Such as the premature denial of the law of equal exchange, prematurely put forward to eat
without money, some areas that food production, once canceled the policy of unified marketing,
advocating the liberalization of food, as well as some technology without the identification of the
promotion of some of the laws of the economy and the laws of science is easily denied, etc., are a
left tendency. In the view of these comrades, as long as we put forward the idea of political
marshaling, we can replace everything, forgetting that political marshaling is the way to raise the
consciousness of labor, to ensure the improvement of the quantity and quality of products, and to
give full play to the enthusiasm and creativity of the masses, thus accelerating our economic
construction. Political marshaling cannot replace economic laws, let alone specific measures in
economic work. Political marshaling and exact and effective measures in economic work must both

be given equal weight, and must not be favored over or against each other. It is generally more
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difficult to correct these leftist phenomena than to counteract rightist conservative thinking, as our

Party's historical experience has proved.

In the second half of last year, there seemed to be an air of paying attention to the anti-rightist

conservative ideology and neglecting the left aspect of subjectivism. After a series of measures taken
after the Zhengzhou Conference last winter, some leftist phenomena were basically corrected, which
was a great victory. This victory has not only educated the whole Party but also has not damaged the

enthusiasm of the comrades.

Now the domestic situation has been basically clarified, especially after the last few meetings, the
understanding of most comrades in the Party has been basically unanimous. The task at hand is for
the Party as a whole to unite and continue to work hard. I feel that it would be useful to
systematically summarize the achievements and lessons of our work since the second half of last
year and to further educate all Party comrades. Its purpose is to achieve a clear right and wrong,
improve thinking, and generally do not go after personal responsibility. On the contrary, it is
detrimental to unity and to the cause. The unfamiliar aspects of the law of socialist construction and
other issues, after the practice and discussion since the second half of last year, some issues can be
clarified. Some problems can also be learned after a period of study and exploration. Belongs to the
ideological method and work style of the problem, has had this profound lesson, so that we are

easier to wake up and experience.

But to overcome them completely, we still have to make some hard efforts. As the President
instructed in this meeting: "Great achievements, many problems, rich experience and a bright
future." The initiative is with me, and the conditions exist for the whole Party to unite in hard work
and to continue to leap forward. The plan for this next year and the next four years will certainly be
accomplished triumphantly, and the goal of catching up with Britain in 15 years can be basically
realized in the next four years, and certain important products can certainly surpass Britain. This is

our great achievement and bright future.
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Salute!

Peng Dehuai

July 14, 1959

[After editing] According to relevant information: Peng Dehuai in the Lushan meeting has been
trying to find Mao Zedong interview, but Mao is very busy, Peng Dehuai difficult to find
opportunities. So, near the end of the Lushan meeting, Peng Dehuai will want to interview with Mao

Zedong content written into a letter submitted to Mao Zedong,

On July 16, Mao Zedong triggered the letter to the comrades at the meeting. Although Peng's letter
was written in a fairly euphemistic manner, Mao Zedong became angry and eventually labeled Peng
as the head of the Fan_Party_Group, while other central and provincial leaders who had had more
contact with Peng or had expressed similar views were labeled as members of Peng's
Fan_Party_Group and appeared in the People's Daily, launching a nationwide campaign of criticism.
In this way, the extreme leftist and adventurous mistakes of the Great Leap Forward and the
People's Commune Movement were not only not corrected, but continued to develop, leading to

three years of extreme crisis in the national economy and the onset of the Great Famine.

Mao Zedong dismissed Peng Dehuai from his post as Minister of Defense, and he went to the
outskirts of Beijing to "study and reflect". After the famine, Mao Zedong seemed to see the
reasonableness of Peng's opinion at that time, so he reappointed Peng Dehuai, but only to transfer
him to be the deputy commander-in-chief of the "three lines of construction" (the so-called "three
lines of construction" is the militaty-industrial construction project to prepare for the war). Peng
Dehuai obeyed the arrangement, Jinjin industry work. But the good times didn't last long, and the
Cultural Revolution broke out, and it still started with Peng Dehuai being "dismissed from his post”

- and Yao Wenyuan's Commentary on the New Historical Drama "Hai Rui Strikes Down His Post".
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Mao Zedong said plainly: "Yao Wenyuan's article is very good ...... but did not hit the nail on the
head, the key issue is 'dismissal'. Emperor Jiajing dismissed Hai Rui, and in 1959 we dismissed Peng
Dehuai. Peng Dehuai is also 'Hai Rui'." Thus, after the Cultural Revolution, all those who did not
support and embrace 100% of Mao's intentions in their work (specifically, the series of policies on
the "three red flags" of the General Line, the Great Leap Forward, and the People's Commune)
were labeled as "those in power who follow the path of capitalism" and "anti-Capitalist”" and "anti-
People's Commune". All of them were labeled as "power holders following the capitalist road" and
"anti-Chairman Mao's revolutionary line," and so on, and were mercilessly fought and cracked down
on, with many of them being tortured to death. Peng Dehuai was also repeatedly criticized and

tortured to death during the Cultural Revolution.
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