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First of all, let's talk about the nature of the Gao Rao incident. In the past, the Gao Rao incident was
called the first big "line struggle" within the Party after the founding of the People's Republic of
China in Party history textbooks. This internal party line struggle took place at the stage of social
transition from new democracy to socialism, and created a pattern for the whole internal party
struggle after the founding of the PRC, with far-reaching effects. However, for a long time, people
did not have a clear understanding of the truth of the incident, not only the general public, but also a
small number of people in the academic circle, including senior members of the Party's history
circle, who only knew what had happened, but had difficulty in saying what had happened in detail.
During the "Reform and Rehabilitation" after the end of the Cultural Revolution, the ten so-called
"line struggles" within the Party in the past have been rejected one by one, and the unjust and false
cases caused by them have been vindicated and corrected. All the wrongful cases were vindicated
and corrected. Only the Gao Rao case was one of the only two cases in which the "original verdict"
was upheld, and when Deng Xiaoping made his "historical resolution" in 1980, he told Hu Yaobang,
Hu Qiaomu, Deng Liqun and others, "There is nothing wrong with exposing the Gao Rao case.
Deng Xiaoping said to Hu Yaobang, Hu Qiaomu and Deng Liqun when he made the "Historical
Resolution". "I know this matter very well." At the same time, Deng Xiaoping also said; the Gao
Rao issue "really has no line." The line struggle cannot be established. The Resolution on Several
Historical Issues of the Party since the Founding of the PRC, later adopted by the Sixth Plenary
Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), basically set
the tone in accordance with Deng Xiaoping's speech. The question of the line was not mentioned,
nor was the question of the "anti-Party alliance" group, but the nature of Gao Rao's anti-Party
activities was still recognized. It was called "a major struggle against the conspiracy of the ambitious
Gao Gang and Rao Shushi to split the Party and usurp the supreme power of the Party and the
country". One of the major historical events after the founding of the PRC was the Gao Rao
incident, and the other was the Anti-Rightist Movement; these two cases were not overturned, while
all other cases were basically overturned. After the narrative is more complete, is Bo Yibo wrote the
"major decisions and events of the review" of the book, which for the Gao Rao incident has a
special section of the discussion, but the book author himself to a lot of events are avoided, many of
the insides, causes and consequences of the words are not detailed, and biography of their own

things too much explanation, so that people are also a bit of a sense of self-congratulation, right!
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The official version after this is basically in accordance with the version of Bo Yibo's book to
narrate. As for some documentary novels, what "Gao Rao incident end", "death alliance" and so on,
artificial add more things, adding confusion, credibility is very low. Over the years, party history
scholars feel that the Gao Rao incident is not very clear. Although there are still some bits and pieces
of historical information disclosed. For example, the biographies and chronicles of Mao Zedong, Liu
Shaoqi, Zhou Enlai, Chen Yun and other leaders published by the Central Documentation and
Research Office, as well as Yang Shangkun's Diary, have some records of this incident, but they are
all rather fragmentary. The recent publication of these books has revealed many little-known first-
hand historical information, which has had a great impact both at home and abroad, and has created
a small climax in the interpretation of the Gao Rao incident. The first book is "My Memories" by
Zhang Mingyuan, former third deputy sectretary of the Northeast Bureau; the second is "My 85
Years - From Northwest to Northeast" by Zhang Xiushan, former second deputy secretary of the
Northeast Bureau, which discloses a lot of details, and especially shocking is the disclosure of the
fact that at that time, Mao Zedong asked Gao Gang to secretly investigate the matter of Liu Shaogi's
arrest in Fengtian in 1929. Fengtian, which caused great repercussions in the academic world. In
particular, the newly published by the Hong Kong wind publishing house, the former secretary of
gaogang and the head of the correctional group ZhaoJialiang and ZhangMingYuan daughter
ZhangXiao]i co-authored the book "half tombstone under the past - gaogang in Beijing", is
currently the most complete reflection of the "gao rao incident” of a work. This book has a large
amount of historical information, is based on some of the diary, notes and other original materials
written at the time, provides valuable original historical information, disclosed many unknown key
details, to our understanding of the history of the Gao Rao incident to bring a new view, many of
which is subversive. However, this book has a weakness, that is, too much use of literary style, in the
historical narrative, the author of too much evidence, too much speculation, which greatly affects its

historiographic value.

After these books came out, it made us have a brand new understanding of the Gao Rao incident.
Therefore, in the last one or two years, the academic circles at home and abroad set off a trend of
reevaluating the "Gao Rao incident", which also includes the voices of Gao Gang's family members.

For example, Mrs. Li Liqun, Gao Gang's wife, talked to a reporter from the Voice of America about
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the Gao Rao incident, which was widely circulated overseas. Li Liqun also talked about an upward
trend, the Central Organization Department of the past revolutionary achievements of Gao Gang

also made a positive conclusion again.

The emergence of these new historical materials has made us skeptical of the original historical
conclusions on the Gao Rao incident. As we all know, the Gao Rao affair was handled over a very
long period of time; it took place at the end of 1953, the Fourth Plenary Session of the Seventh
Central Committee was convened in February 1954, and the actual handling of the affair was
completed at the 1955 National Congtress, which lasted for more than a year. This in itself suggests
that the Gao Rao incident was complicated and that many things could not be implemented. So, in
light of the large amount of new historical information that is currently being revealed, how should
the issue of the Gao Rao incident now be viewed? How should it be reinterpreted? What kind of

judgment can be drawn?

First of all, were Gao Gang and Rao Shushi an alliance? Through the disclosure of a series of
historical details, we can see that they could hardly be said to be an alliance, or not an alliance at all.
The parties concerned, whether Gao Gang or Rao Shushi, have never admitted that they were an
alliance. Historically they were not a faction. Gao Gang was born in 1905, a cadre born and raised in
northern Shaanxi. After the deaths of the northern Shaanxi leaders Xie Zichang and Liu Zhidan,
Gao Gang became the representative of the northern Shaanxi base area, and has been working in
northern Shaanxi, and was also very much utilized by Mao. Mao once said that there are two
orthodoxies in the Chinese revolution, one big orthodoxy is Jinggangshan, and another small
orthodoxy is Shaanbei, which is a very high evaluation of Gao Gang. As for Rao Shushi, he was
born in 1903, a native of Anhui, had been working in the White Zone, and succeeded Liu Shaoqi as
a political commissar of the New Fourth Army after the Anhui Incident. Logically, he should be
considered a member of Liu Shaogi's system in terms of his mountain faction. Gao and Rao did not
have any dealings in history, nor did they have any contacts after the founding of the PRC. Rao
Shushi went to Dalian just once to inspect the industry of the Northeast, which was at the forefront
at that time. After the Gao Rao incident, the characterization that they were an alliance is that they

were several regional secretaries who were transferred to Beijing, and then formed a political alliance
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in the fall and winter of 1953. This was a very tenuous reason, and in 1955 Mao Zedong told the
National Party Congress why Gao Rao was an alliance. He said a few things: because when Bo Yibo
was criticized at the 1953 National Financial Conference, the two of them were in agreement. When
the National Organization Conference held in October 1953 criticized An Ziwen, they were also in
agreement. In addition, after their accident, Gaogang put in a good word for Rao Shushi, and Rao
Shushi put in a good word for Gaogang, which proved that they were in an alliance. Mao also said
that an alliance does not require a signature or a contract. The reason for such a characterization of

an anti-Party alliance is so far-fetched that it is obviously difficult to establish.

Let us look at the sins laid down for Gao and Rao back then, and what exactly were the ones that
could be put into practice? The symposium on Gao Gang and Rao Shushi held in 1954 gave a fuller
account of their problems. At the symposium on the Gao Gang issue, Zhou Enlai had an outline of
his speech on the Gao Gang issue, and Zhou spoke on several points, the first of which was the
creation of the "military-party theory" as a tool for splitting the party and seizing leadership power;
the second of which was to engage in sectarian activities; and the third was to privately disseminate a
top-secret document of the party discussing the work of An Ziwen, which referred to a "document"
drafted by An Ziwen, Executive Vice-Minister of the Organization Department of the Communist
Party of China. An Ziwen drafted the initial list of the Politburo for the "Eighth National Congress",
creating internal discord within the Party; the fourth is to privately appoint officials; the fifth is to set
up an independent kingdom in the Northeast; the sixth is to undermine the prestige of the leaders
(Liu Shaoqi and Zhou Enlai); the seventh is to plagiarize manuscripts to elevate himself; the eighth is
to make a fuss about Sino-Soviet relations; and the ninth is to carrying out activities to seize the
authority of the state. There was also one item of corruption in life style, which added up to ten

counts.

Rao Sushi's offenses were fewer, because Rao Sushi lived a relatively simple life, and there was no
mess in his private life, so there was no problem with his life style. The main problem is that after he
was transferred to Beijing as the head of the Central Organization Department, he criticized An
Ziwen at the meeting of the Department of the Central Organization Department, and the purpose

of fighting An Ziwen was to straighten out Liu Shaoqi, which is a realistic crime. Others involve
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some historical issues: one is the "Huanghuatang Incident". In the period of the New Fourth Army,
Rao organized some people to criticize Chen Yi; another is the "power play" problem. When
determining the chairman of the East China Military and Political Committee (generally speaking,
the chairman of the Military and Political Committee was an army cadre, Liu Bocheng in Southwest
China and Lin Biao in Central and South China), he reported to the Central Committee that the
comrades in East China didn't agree with Chen Yi to be the chairman, and he became the chairman
of the Party and the government of East China, which was "playing with tactics and seeking power";
and there was also the "Huanghuatang Incident". In 1952, the Central Committee asked Rao Shushi
to go to Beljing to recuperate. This was told by Mao Zedong. Rao Sushi thought that the Central
Government did not trust him, so he called Mao Zedong in the middle of the night and asked for an
interview. After the interview, there was nothing much to do, and he talked about it for more than
three hours, but in the end, Mao Zedong heard what he meant, that is, did the Central Government
suspect him and did not trust him? Mao said there is no such thing, you are willing to recuperate in
Beijing to recuperate, you do not want to recuperate in Beijing, you can go back, he was relieved. It
can be seen that all these are trivial matters that cannot be brought to the surface, so how can they
constitute a crime? Therefore, from that time until now, the question of their guilt has not been
made clear. Comparing the "guilt" of these two people, I personally think that the Gao Rao incident

is, in the final analysis, an incident of Gao Gang, and Rao Shushi is actually a partner in it.

It can be seen from Gao Gang's "charges" that some of them do not correspond to the facts, some
of them are just a case of putting words in his mouth, and some of them are just purely labeling. For
example, plagiarism manuscripts, elevate themselves this article, originally the central leaders let his
men write more manuscripts, let the subordinates get a speech outline, he got the Central Politburo
meeting to talk about, the Central Politburo said that Gao Gang today speech is very good,
Chairman Mao praise Gao Gang, this is the same as to say that it is plagiarism? If this is plagiarism
and self-aggrandizement, then there are too many of our leaders who plagiarize and self-aggrandize.
Some of them even compiled meeting documents drafted collectively into their own anthologies, so

is the nature not even more serious.
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With regard to the handling of the Gao Rao incident, there was a saying when the Historical
Resolution was made that we were more lenient in handling the Gao Rao incident and did not
organize many people. In fact, the Gao Rao incident, of course, is not comparable to the later "Anti-
Rightist" and "Cultural Revolution", but at that time, it should be said that there were still a lot of
people who were wrongly organized. All the people in the Northeast Bureau team, except Lin Feng,
were taken down. Zhang Xiushan and Zhang Mingyuan were the second and third secretaries
respectively, and Zhang Xiushan, Zhang Mingyuan, Zhao Dezun, Ma Hong and Guo Feng, then
known as the "Northeast Five Tigers", were all dealt with, but also the leading cadres of the
municipal party committees of the lower provinces. For example, the leadership of the Lushun
Municipal Party Committee has been badly organized. Rao Sushi was also involved in a wide range
of areas, first of all, Xiang Ming, the acting secretary of the Shandong branch, was knocked down
because of his involvement in this matter, and later on, he was involved in the case of Pan Hannian
and Yang Fan in Shanghai. And at that time in the Northeast, many leaders at the provincial and
municipal levels were implicated. The Northeast was originally a national advanced unit, a place for
cadres, but after the Gao Rao incident, a large number of cadres were involved, some of whom had
been suppressed for years and could not be utilized, and some of whom were directly demoted and
subjected to disciplinary actions. More importantly, the Gao Rao incident for the establishment of
the party's internal struggle after the beginning of a very bad head, later, there was later the whole
Peng Dehuai, the whole Liu Shaoqi more things appeared. It can be said that this incident created an

institutional path.

The cadres involved in the Gao Rao incident were basically reinstated after the Cultural Revolution.
Mao Zedong said in 1955 that Gao and Rao had become two single cadres. At that time, Mao was
against the idea of these two single cadres and labeled them as an anti-Party alliance. Now it has
been ascertained that the cadres of the Northeast Bureau had only a working relationship with Gao
Gang, and that there was no such thing as an alliance between Gao and Rao. The most important
example of the alliance between Gao Gang and Rao Shushi is that at the 1953 Organizational Work
Conference, Zhang Xiushan made a speech, which Rao Shushi admired, and set off a trend of
criticizing An Ziwen, so-called "discussing An and attacking Liu," criticizing An Ziwen, in fact, as a
blow to Liu Shaoqi, and setting up such a crime. Now, the circumstances of this matter have been

clarified, neither Zhang Xiushan's recollections, nor Gao Gang's secretary Zhao Jialiang's
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recollections, there is no such thing as this "alliance". In fact, Zhang Xiushan came to Beijing to
participate in the grain conference, he did not want to speak at the meeting of the organization, and
Gao Gang also prevented him from speaking, saying that these issues can not be resolved in the
organization of the meeting, do not speak. Then, Gao Gang went south to recuperate, did not even
look at Zhang Xiushan's speech. It was Mao Zedong and Liu Shaoqi who asked Zhang Xiushan to
speak at the organization meeting. When Zhang Xiushan attended the Food Work Conference, he
talked about how Northeast China had some opinions about the Organization Department and
made five comments. Mao Zedong said that you should go to the meeting to talk about it, but the
five points you mentioned are related to Liu Shaoqj, so you should talk to Liu Shaoqi first. When the
meeting was held, Zhang Xiushan approached Comrade Liu Shaoqi and said that the Chairman had
asked me to talk to you first. Liu Shaoqi also knew what he was going to say, so he said that there
was no need for him to speak, so you should make a speech. Zhang made a speech in this way,
which had absolutely nothing to do with Gao Gang and Rao Shushi, but rather with Liu Shaoqi and
Mao Zedong. Zhang Xiushan also gave An Ziwen his opinion, which was openly expressed and put
on the table. However, Zhang Xiushan's statement caused a controversy at the meeting, and there
was a great deal of criticism of the organizational work, so later on, it was taken as one of the main

events of the Gao Rao Alliance, but in fact, it was not related to the "Alliance" at all.

There is also the question of Gao Gang's involvement in foreign affairs, which is now the subject of
much debate, as evidenced by materials from the Soviet Union. But this is also something that is
very far from the truth. The representative of the Soviet side who was at the Zhongchanglu at that
time, called Kovalev, reported to Stalin that according to Gao Gang's repott, there were some anti-
Soviets in the CCP, such as Liu Shaoqi, and these people were anti-Soviets. This matter has been
ascertained, there was indeed such a document, but this incident had nothing to do with Gao Gang
at all, Kovalev was talking nonsense, but there was a reason for it. Because Mao Zedong scolded
Kovalev during his visit to the Soviet Union, which was a bit like beating a dog to show it to its
master. Mao Zedong's visit to the Soviet Union in Moscow, at the beginning of Stalin had hung him
out to dry, not to mention the matter of revising the Sino-Soviet Friendship Treaty, Mao Zedong
was very angry, Kovalev to find a scolding, said I came to you here is something, now I am doing
what is the matter? Now what am I doing? I just eat and shit all day long. Kovalev reported the

matter to Stalin, who thought the man was ineffective. In order to make amends, Kovalev made

34



such a report to Stalin. There is also a story that Gao Gang wanted to turn the Northeast into the
17th republic of the Soviet Union. At that time, when the Soviet army was in the Northeast, it
demolished many factories in the Northeast, and there were many violations of discipline by the
Soviet army, and the cadres of the Northeast Bureau, including Gao Gang, resented it, but at that
time, in order to take the overall situation into account, they did not mention this matter. But the
claim that Gao Gang wanted to annex the Northeast to the Soviet Union is unfounded. One of the
most important pieces of evidence was that Gao Gang did not know any foreign language, and every
time he came into contact with a foreigner he had to use an interpreter and had a secretary present.
So at that time, Liu Yalou also revealed that Gao Gang and foreigners had secret talks for three days

and three nights, which is simply impossible and has been completely denied.

So the matter of foreign affairs no longer exists, the matter of alliance no longer exists, the matter of
group no longer exists, then what can be implemented? This is one of the issues we want to unpack
today. When it comes to the issue of Gao Gang, there is an episode in which Gao Gang was restless
after arriving at the Central Committee, always trying to take away Zhou Enlai's and Liu Shaogqi's
power. One of the most important examples is about Gao Gang pulling Chen Yun and Deng
Xiaoping, When he pulled Chen Yun, he said that the Central Committee should set up a few more
vice-presidents, one for you and one for me, and this is how the history of the Party tells it now.
This is a hard evidence of Gao Gang's dealings as an ambitious person. But according to the
material now available, the disclosure in Zhao Jialiang's book Gao Gang in Beijing, this remark was
not made by Gao Gang, but by Chen Yun. Why did Chen Yun say this? Because Chen Yun and
Gaogang had a very good relationship, and Gaogang regarded Chen Yun as a saint, and consulted
with Chen Yun on important matters. But from a political point of view, Gao Gang is still relatively

shallow, is a "two-stroke".

So how did Gao Gang's anti-Party activities happen? It is not easy to see clearly if we only deal with
these specific historical details. What were the causes and consequences of the Gao Rao incident?
What was the background against which it happened? What is particularly important is that MAO
Zedong was originally in support of GAO Gang, so why did he later slap GAO Gang down? That is

to say, the disclosure of historical details has raised new questions for us, and it is necessary to sort
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out these new historical materials to find out a logical trail of what happened. That is why I have

tried to interpret Gao Gang's case in a wider context.

I am looking at this intra-party struggle in two broad contexts, one called the context of the political
struggle and the other the context of the power struggle. That is to say, I recognize this incident

from the dual background of "political struggle and power struggle".

What does the political struggle refer to? When the People's Republic of China was founded, the
goal was to establish a new democratic state, which was set out in the Common Program formulated
by the Chinese Communist Party and the democratic parties during the period of the founding of
the People's Republic of China. The establishment of a state of a new democratic nature has been
the banner that the CPC has been fighting under since the War of Resistance, and what is the gist of
the new democratic line? What is the main point of the new democratic line? It is what Mao Zedong
said at the Seventh Congress of the Communist Party of China, "the need for the extensive
development of capitalism". But New Democracy is a non-canonical, non-canonical phrase in the
classic Marxist-Leninist writers, and you can't find anything called New Democracy, only capitalist
and socialist societies. The meaning of building a new democracy is that China's productive forces
are particularly backward and underdeveloped, in a period of pre-modernization, and that it is
necessary to develop some capitalism, to have the joint development of multiple economic
components, and then only after the productive forces are developed to a certain extent can it be
transferred to socialism. This was one of its original intentions and a banner under which the CPC
took over the world, which is very clear. After the founding of the country, from the Second Plenary
Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) to the Third
Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC), the
layout of the founding of the country was in accordance with the policy of building the country on
the basis of New Democracy and the policy of joint development of various economic components,
and the plan of "three years of preparation and ten years of construction" was also made at that
time. It can be said that the New Democracy Program was the CPC's philosophy and flag of state-
building,
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In 1952, there was a new change in the situation. The Korean War had basically entered a stalemate,
and the two sides began to negotiate. Mao Zedong then put on the agenda the period of transition
from new democracy to socialism. in October 1952, when Liu Shaoqi went to the Soviet Union to
attend the 19th Congtress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU), Mao Zedong asked
him to tell Stalin about the CPC Central Committee's opinion (which was in fact Mao's personal
opinion) that it was now ready to start the transition to socialism from now on, and asked for

Stalin's opinion.

Thereafter, the CCP began to change its state-building line. The change in the line of the founding
of the country was a fundamental change in the outline of the program, and it was a move that
affected the overall situation. As a result, many problems and contradictions arose. For example, the
question of whether it was acceptable to the people, the question of how to unify the thinking of the
Party, and especially the question of unifying the thinking of the top echelons of the Central
Committee. At the top level, especially with Mao as the representative, after the founding of the
country, there were many conflicts over what kind of road China should take and what kind of route
it should take to build the country. There were four important ones, and these conflicts were not
only between Mao and Liu, but actually represented conflicts between the top and middle levels of

the Party.

One was about Liu Shaoqji's Tianjin speech. After entering the city, many cadres brought the same
way of fighting the landlords in the countryside and dividing up the land to the city, organizing some
kind of poor peasants' regiment in the city, or adopting the practice of relying on the poor, and
incidents like the division of stores occurred repeatedly. The capitalists in Tianjin were made to
panic. Liu Shaoqi went to Tianjin in April 1949 to solve this problem. In his speech in Tianjin, Liu
pacified the capitalists and encouraged them to produce without fear. He talked about the problem
of exploitation by the capitalists, saying that from Marx's point of view, capitalism was an
improvement over feudalism, and that you were now exploiting not more, but less. Liu Shaoqi's
Tianjin talk was very effective in stabilizing the city at that time, and there is nothing wrong with this
point of view in view of our level of understanding today. However, some cadres in the Party at that

time, especially those who came out from the rural areas to fight the landlords and divide up the
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land, found it very unpleasant, saying that how to call the exploitation meritorious? Isn't the purpose
of the revolution to overthrow the landlords and capitalists? Gao Gang was one of the fiercest
opponents. After Liu Shaoqi dealt with the Tianjin issue, he realized that there were some "left"
things in the urban work in Northeast China, so he sent a telegram to Northeast China, telling it to
pay attention to the policy of national capitalists. At that time, Liu Shaoqi saw a report from Zou
Dapeng, the Minister of Social Affairs of the Northeast, to the Central Committee, which talked
about some "left" tendencies in the urban policy of the Northeast. That is, the capitalists only talk
about the struggle, do not talk about unity, eager to eliminate capitalism and so on. Liu Shaoqi sent a
telegram to the Northeast Bureau, citing the case of Tianjin as an example, asking the Northeast to
pay attention to the "left" problem. Gao Gang ignored it. Gao Gang ignored it and said that Liu
Shaogqi's idea was "right" and he did not support it. Mao Zedong also thought that Liu Shaoqi had

gone too far in his remarks and that they were inappropriate. This was one thing.

The second thing was the question of the rich peasant party members. This was in 1950, when the
newly liberated areas had just undergone land reform, because the land reform in the Northeast was
early, and many peasants had become rich with their own labor after they had been given their land,
so they became the new rich peasants. The new rich peasants who emerged after the land reform
were different from the old rich peasants in the past. When the peasants became rich, it aroused
people's doubt: "Now that the movement of fighting the landlords and dividing up the land has
ended, what should we do if there are new rich peasants?" In particular, some of the new rich
peasants were the backbone of the land reform. At that time, such a question arose, saying that the
Communist Party did not talk about exploitation, and you, with this 30 mu of land and a cow, you
still have to hire people, and you have become a new rich peasant, aren't you contradicting the tenet
of the Party? Liu Shaoqi, who adhered to the line of New Democracy, said that the emergence of
rich peasants was not terrible (New Democracy permitted exploitation), and that it was permissible
to hire laborers to work alone, and he told An Ziwen, the then executive vice minister of the
Organization Department of the Communist Party. Based on Liu's opinion, An Ziwen wrote a letter
to the Northeast on how to deal with this problem, saying that it was permissible to hire laborers,
and that if you stopped it now, people would not dare to hire, and productivity would suffer. So he
was in favor of rich peasant Party members, in favor of Party members being allowed to hire. Gao

Gang was not happy about this. Moreover, Gao Gang had Mao's support behind him, and Mao was
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not in favor of this practice, believing that as long as one was engaged in exploitation, he could not

enter the party.

Once again, there was the issue of mutual aid and cooperation in 1951. The matter was a directive
from the North China Bureau to the Shanxi Provincial Committee on mutual aid cooperation. After
the division of the countryside into single farms, the problem that arose was not only that of the
new rich peasants getting rich, but also that of the need to change the organization and production
system that had been formed during the war. Now that everyone is farming their own land, the old
forms of mutual aid and cooperation have changed. At this time, Shanxi proposed to reorganize
itself to follow the path of mutual aid and cooperation. Because the wartime Mutual Aid
Cooperation was a kind of substitute farming system, when someone went to the front to fight in
the war, his family's land was settled by the village through the Mutual Aid Cooperation. Now that
the land reform is over, there is no more war, and construction is underway, everyone is planting
their own land, so how can the grassroots organizations in the countryside manage? So this brought
about a problem of organization in the rural areas of the old regions. The Shanxi Provincial Party
Committee encouraged the organization of mutual aid and cooperation as a way to reorganize the
rural Party organization. This matter was reported by Shanxi to the North China Bureau, which
considered it to be "leftist" and reported it to Liu Shaoqi. Liu Shaoqi agreed with the North China
Bureau that this was a kind of idealistic socialism, and that socialism could not be realized on the
basis of small peasants, and that it was necessary to develop the productive forces. It can be seen
from Liu Shaoqi's thinking that he still advocated the development of the productive forces first,
and after a certain degree of development, the mechanization of agricultural production, and then
under the conditions of mechanization, cooperativization, which was called the idea of
mechanization and then cooperativization. The thinking of Mao Zedong and Gao Gang was not the
same as that of Liu Shaoqi; they all wanted to organize first, and to organize as a condition for
mechanization. There was such a difference. Mao Zedong criticized Liu Shaoqi and rejected his

views, while promoting Gao Gang's experience of cooperativization in the Northeast.

There are other issues of the policy of trade union work. What was the position of the trade unions?

Is it the position of the government or the position of the workers? This problem has not been
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solved even now. At that time Li Lisan and Liu Shaoqi were in favor of the relative independence of
the trade unions (which was criticized), and Gao Gang was against it, emphasizing the consistency
between the interests of the workers and the interests of the state. Mao rejected Liu Shaoqi's opinion
and supported Gao Gang's. As can be seen in the middle of these events from 1950 to 1951, Liu
Shaoqi was frequently losing points and Gao Gang was frequently scoring points. At that time, the
Northeast under Gao Gang's leadership was a model region of the country, and all the work was in
the front of the country. In the political disputes after the founding of the country, it can be seen
that Mao and Gao Gang were in agreement, Liu Shaoqi and Zhou Enlai were in agreement. Liu and

Zhou adhered to the new democratic line established during the period of the founding of the PRC.

By the second half of 1952, the central government began to mull over the transition to socialism,

and this political turnaround immediately brought about problems in four areas.

The first problem was a conflict in jurisprudence. The Common Program for the founding of the
country talked about the establishment of a new democratic society, but now suddenly a socialist
society was to be established, so did the ruling party's past promises still count? From within the
Party, the CCP relied on the resolution of the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh Central
Committee, which was twofold. The basic spirit of the resolution was to establish the initial basis for
the industrialization of the country under the new democratic social system, and then to transform it
into socialism; at the same time, the resolution stated that the contradiction between the working
class and the bourgeoisie was the basic contradiction in the country, and it also expressed the aspect
of the need to fight against the bourgeoisie. So there is a "two-track system", which can be
implemented one way or the other. Therefore, even if we use the Second Plenary Session of the
Seventh Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC) as the legal basis, there is still
the problem of duality in itself. Of course, in terms of the juridical basis of a country, it is still the
juridical basis of New Democracy, as cleatly stated in the Common Program. This is the conflict of

jurisprudence.

The second problem is the conflict between strategy and tactics. For New Democracy, is it to be

taken as a strategic policy, as a definite policy of the state that can be implemented in the long run?
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Or as a transitional strategic policy? It was a question of strategy to change it as soon as the
Communist Party became stronger and organized the masses. This question of strategy and tactics
brought about another conflict. In fact, many capitalists, including some self-employed people in the
cities, when they heard the news of the transition to socialism, cried out that they had fallen into the
boat of thieves because they could not keep their private property. This is because the transition to
socialism, as originally stated by the Communist Party, was something to be done in 20 or 30 years,

not something to be done now. This is another conflict that occurs in the middle of the social level.

The third problem is the conflict between theory and reality. We can look back and see that Mao
Zedong's rule was charactetized by a constant quest for speed, "10,000 years is too long, just a
matter of time". From the founding of the country to the transition, and the socialist revolution led
by Mao Zedong, we can see that Mao's rule was characterized by a constant quest for speed. I have
also been thinking about this question. As an individual with a grand career complex, what did Mao
Zedong think about the contradiction between the infinity of his career and the finiteness of his life?
Mao Zedong was very pragmatic in his revolution, rejecting the "bookism" and dogmatism of the
Wang Ming Internationalists from Moscow, and emphasizing his own national experience. After the
founding of the country, how did he change from an empiricist to an idealist and finally to an

idealist?

By the end of 1952, when the country had just recovered from the state of war, why was Mao so
eager to switch immediately from the new democracy established at the founding of the country to a
socialist state? By engaging in a new democracy for a period of time, the CCP had made a promise
to the democratic parties and people from all walks of life, so Mao was also well aware that there
was a political price to pay for this transition. What was the reason for the hasty transition? I have an
interpretation of my own: because the New Democratic Revolution is an unscriptural discourse that
does not rank in the Marxist ideological system. For China to be able to speak in the middle of the
communist world, you have to make yourself socialist first. So we can see that Mao was particularly
anxious about the transition to socialism, and one important reason was that he wanted to fight for

the right to speak in the socialist camp, especially after Stalin's sudden death in March 1953, the issue
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of fighting for the right to speak was put into a more important position, which, I think, was a

realistic factor for the eagerness to make the transition.

In addition, the transition also involved a conflict between procedural and non-procedural
rationality. In the early days of the founding of the country, the Chinese Communists did not
understand what procedural justice was, and it can be said that they have never paid much attention
to procedures, and they have never really paid attention to procedural issues even now. Changing
the system of a country is a major event that changes the very foundation of the country, and it must
be done in a form that cannot be discussed and decided by the top echelons of the ruling party and
then communicated and implemented. The decision on the transition to socialism has no legal basis.
It is not necessary to talk about a referendum, but it is possible to talk about the National People's
Congress, or a form of democratic discussion from below, but in fact there is none! As can be seen
from the process of formulating the General Line during the transitional period, there was a
fundamental lack of the modern political concepts of procedure and the rule of law. From later
history, we can also see the lack of procedural rationality in this decision-making process. After the
founding of the country in 1949, the CCP, especially Mao, talked a lot about democracy and very
little about the rule of law. And in many cases, the leaders of the CCP were looking at the law as a
rope to bind their hands and feet. From the above, it can be seen that this great turnaround in the
route of nation-building is itself characterized by deprogramming. This has led to many problems,
the first of which is that it has put all the contradictions within the ruling party and centralized them
in the top echelons of the party. From the point of view of political disputes, the Gao Rao incident
is precisely a result of the lack of procedural rationality in decision-making and the failure to
publicize national events. So much so that such a major change in the state of the nation eventually
evolved into a serious power struggle within the party. This is in terms of the general background of

the political struggle.

In terms of the background of the power struggle, this period, which began in 1952 and 1953, was a
period of re-adjustment of power at the central and local levels. In the early years of the founding of
the PRC, the central government adopted the system of a Council of State under the central

government, which was the Central People's Government (CPG). At the same time, a system of
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administrative decentralization between the central and regional levels was introduced. In terms of
the overall statechood and configuration of state power, it was a dual centralized system. The regional
system is a pattern of decentralization of power between the central and local levels formed during
the military operations to unify the whole country, and the regional government is both the
representative organ of the central government and the supreme local authority, with a great deal of
independence. The regional system was a continuation of the past pattern of the four major field
armies fighting for the whole country, and was divided into several regions, including the Northeast
and North China, which were liberated relatively early. The military-political committee system was
practiced in the regions, which was in fact still a military system. Such a dual system was conducive
to the rapid neutralization of the social forces of the former regime that resisted the new regime. But
it also posed the problem that, if the regions were linked up with each other, they could also be
sufficiently powerful to separate themselves from the central government. In all Chinese dynasties,
after the establishment of the central government, there was a process of cutting down and
centralizing power to the central government. Mao Zedong, who is well versed in Chinese history, is
naturally very familiar with the story of the founding of the previous dynasty, such as the Song
dynasty's "release of military power in a cup of wine", and is very wary of the country's emergence
into a situation of "the end of the big will be folded, and the tail is not big enough to fall off". This
was done in 1952, when the Central Government said that we should now centralize the leadership
of the central government, and that cadres from all regions should be drawn out to strengthen the
central government and carry out large-scale economic construction. At that time, China was
practicing large-scale economic construction, that is, planned economy, adopting the Soviet system
of prioritizing heavy industry. From June 1952, several regional secretaries were transferred to
Beijing one after another. Deng Xiaoping of the Southwest Bureau transferred the earliest, he was
inaugurated in August; the first secretary of the Central and South Bureau is Lin Biao, Lin Biao has
been sick since the fight on Hainan Island, by the second secretary Deng Zichu specifically presided
over the work, Deng Zichu transferred to the Central Committee in charge of the agricultural sector;
Northwest Bureau, the first hand is Peng Dehuai, Peng Dehuai is in the war in North Korea, the
second secretary of the second secretary of the XI Zhongxun transferred to Beijing, served as the
head of the Propaganda Department; the first secretary of the East China Bureau, Rao Soushi,
transferred to Beijing. Rao Sushi, the first secretary of the East China Bureau, was transferred to

Beijing as the head of the Central Organization Department; Gao Gang, the secretary of the
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Northeast Bureau and the chairman of the Northeast People's Government, was also transferred. At
that time, it was said that "five horses came to Beijing, and one horse took the lead". "Gao Gang
was the first to be transferred to Beijing, because the post he took up was particularly important.
Gao Gang was forty-seven or eight years old when he was transferred to Beijing, and he was a
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee and Vice Chairman of the Central
People's Government. After being transferred to the Central Committee, other people no longer
held regional posts, but Gao Gang still held the post of the Northeast Region, which shows that
Mao Zedong attached special importance to Gao Gang's transfer to Beijing. Gao Gang's post in
Beijing was Chairman of the State Planning Commission. At that time, the State Planning
Commission was at the same level as the State Council, which was modeled after the Soviet system,
and it controlled the entire industrial and economic sectors, so this position was very important.
After the "Five Horses Entered Beijing", especially after Gao Gang arrived in Beijing, Mao Zedong
particularly appreciated Gao Gang. At that time, the work of the Northeast was in the forefront of
the country, and the Northeast contributed the most to the support of the anti-U.S. and North
Korea. Peng Dehuai said, at that time North Korea awarded Peng Dehuai a Republican First Class
Medal, Peng said, this medal should be given to the two pals, one pals is Hong pals, that is, the
logistics minister Hong Xuezhi, and another is high pals, refers to Gao Gang. This also shows that

their relationship was very good.

Gao Gang to Beijing, he worked in the residence and Mao is very close, the two often talk, and Gao
Gang character, temperament, temperament and Mao are very similar to each other, talk to each
other, from the life of the work, to the comments of some leaders. At that time, because Gao Gang
and Mao is too close, and his power is very big, so Zhou Enlai in the wholesale documents was
originally Mao, Liu, Zhou, Zhu, the following is Gao Gang. Zhou Enlai consciously moved Gao
Gang forward, sometimes directly after Mao, sometimes Mao, Liu, Gao, and then Zhou. Zhao
Jialiang, Gao Gang's secretary, was smart enough to tell Gao Gang that the order of this release was
incorrect. Because at the Seventh Congress, Gao Gang was ranked eighth in the Party, and after Ren
Bishi's death, he should have been ranked seventh. When he reached the Central Committee,
according to the positions he held, the things he was in charge of, and the degree of trust Mao had
in him, he could at best be mentioned as fourth. Zhou Enlai put Gao Gang's name forward, in fact,

with a little taste of political testing. Gao Gang heard the secretary say this problem, immediately
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realized, then called Zhou Enlai, said Premier you so put me to the front is not appropriate, do not
put me to the front. By the way, Zhou Enlai's handling of the ranking relationship included putting
his name on the list. In the middle of the Cultural Revolution, Mao Zedong mentioned at the Ninth
National Congress of the Communist Party of China that the Central Committee of the Cultural
Revolution Group was no longer needed and had completed its task. But when Mao Zedong speaks,
no one can tell whether it is true or not. So Zhou Enlai initially wrote about the Central Cultural
Revolutionary Group. When Mao saw it later, he asked, "Why is it still there? It was only then that
Zhou Enlai realized what Mao meant and knew that Mao really wanted to abolish the Central
Cultural Revolutionary Group. Therefore, after the Ninth National Congress, there was no more

Central Cultural Revolutionary Group on the documents.

This can be seen from a certain point of view, Gao Gang after arriving in Beijing, how by Mao, and
how much power. Even the Premier of the State Council felt the pressure. Moreover, the arrival of
these major leading cadres at the regional level in Beijing put pressure on the cadres who used to
work in Beijing. At that time, most of the cadres who made up the central government came from
the old North China Bureau, and the key positions in several areas were held by cadres who were
originally from the old North China Bureau. For example, the organizational power was in the hands
of Peng Zhen and An Ziwen, and the economic power was in the hands of Bo Yibo. After Gao
Gang arrived in Beijing, it was a shock to the original work and personnel pattern. The Central
People's Government was expanded on the basis of the North China People's Government, and
there were naturally more cadres in North China. But were the cadres in North China more capable
than those in other regions? Of course not. Therefore, once the cadres from other regions entered
Beijing, no matter from the seniority, ability and merits, they were not weaker than the original
cadres in Beijing, and even stronger, which immediately had a problem of power redistribution. This

power redistribution problem, that is the real work.

What are the characteristics of Gao Gangr Energetic, administrative ability is very strong, and good
at using people, can grasp the big things. He is in the Northeast is the party and government hand,
say one, specific work, set on doing, thunder and lightning, high efficiency. But the work of the

central government has its own way, work step by step, have their own procedures, their own track.
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It looks a bit abrasive and tug-of-war. When Gao Gang came up from the position of a hand from
below, he was not accustomed to the working style of the original central departments and had some
friction with the cadres in charge of these departments. For example, he presided over the work of
the Planning Commission, is generally very efficient, what things dare to make a decision, after the
decision, immediately do, do check on the implementation. Bo Yibo is responsible for the Central
Finance Commission, some things are not implemented, some leaders have some opinions, in order
to fight for their own departmental interests to the side of Gao Gang, so that high to help speak.
After this kind of thing more, Bo Yibo very some views. 1953 March a meeting, Bo Yibo in the
meeting, angry, said: "you all go to find everything to the high chairman, do you know there is a
China Finance Committee? There is a director of the Central Finance Committee named Chen Yun,
and there is another director named Bo Yibo." And there was a big outburst of anger at the meeting,
As we look at it now, it was just a matter of unclear authority over work, and the friction that arose
was quite natural and did not necessarily involve other political issues. But at that time there were
some cadres who were very unconvinced by Bo Yibo. For example, Chen Zhengren, the Minister of
Construction, was a ministerial-level cadre during the period of the Central Soviet Area, and his
qualifications were older than Bo Yibo's, so he ran to Gao Gang and complained to him. This led to

a deepening of the conflict between the cadres in North China and the foreign cadres.

This led to the problem of factionalism within the Party. The organization of the CCP developed
from the various mountains. During the Red Army period, there were three main Red Armies; after
the War of Resistance, nineteen base areas were formed; during the War of Liberation, there were
four major field armies; and after the founding of the People's Republic of China, there wete six
regions. At the Seventh Congress of the Communist Party of China, Mao Zedong said that we as a
party had developed from countless small hills, and that we were to recognize the hills, to transform
them, and later to cut them down. By the time 1952 rolled around, there was another big change in
the situation. One was that the main leaders of the Region had already been transferred to Beijing;
another was that during this period the question of redistribution of power arose once again: one
was to convene the Eighth Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC), and the other was to
convene the National People's Congress (the convening of the National People's Congress was
Stalin's way of saying that you have to convene the National People's Congress, or else there would

not be enough legitimacy for the regime), and this brought up the question of the redistribution of
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power. If in the past, in the process of fighting the world, people in North China occupied more
seats in the central government, now that the world had been fought, and the local mountains had

been cut down, there should be a rearranging of seats in the central government.

At the end of February 1953, Mao Zedong proposed to consider how to arrange the personnel of
the Central Committee, and at the beginning of March, Liu Shaoqi put forward a proposal and came
up with a list. This issue of the list is a key place in our understanding of the Gao Gang incident.
One of the values of the book Gao Gang in Beijing is that it provides two lists. We used to know
that An Ziwen had drafted a list of members of the Politburo for the Eighth National Congress, but
we didn't know that Liu Shaoqi had a list of personnel arrangements before that, and these two lists
are very interesting when we look at them together. Liu Shaoqi initially put forward the list of the
Secretariat is: the party secretary of the government is Peng Zhen, the organization is An Ziwen,
culture and education is Xi Zhongxun, financial is Liu Lantao, agriculture is Deng Zichu, workers
and youth is Rao Shushi, is such a list. Gao Gang read this list after quite dissatisfied, think the
important posts are still in the name of the North China mountain, think there is no sense, he gave
Mao talked about this opinion. The most important thing is another list, that is, the list drafted by
An Ziwen, this list is the big joint in interpreting the Gao Rao incident. An Ziwen drafted a list of
the members of the Politburo of the Eighth National Congtess, and there are three ways of saying
this: Gao Gang's authorization, An Ziwen's unauthorized drafting, and Liu Shaoqji's authorization.
Which one of these three versions is the most reliable? In this incident, An Ziwen was only an
executive vice minister of the Organization Department, and he dared to draft the list of leaders on
his own? This is too much courage. To be sure, without the authorization of others, An Ziwen
drafted the list is a serious overstepping of authority. Then, whose authorization did he get? Gao
Gang didn't care about organization, so he couldn't say anything to An Ziwen, and even if Gao
Gang had said something, An Ziwen shouldn't have listened to him because the person in charge of
organization at the Central Committee wasn't Gao Gang, it was Liu Shaoqi. So from this point of
view, I think it is most likely that Liu Shaoqi authorized it. And in the final analysis, even if Liu said
that he wanted An to come up with a draft for discussion first, it's not a big deal in hindsight. To be

in the open or a democratized decision-making mechanism, this should not have been a thing,
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When Mao Zedong received this list of top secrets of the Party drafted by An Ziwen, he sent his
secretary to Gao Gang to have Gao Gang read it immediately, and then Mao's secretary took the
document away. To what extent was this list confidential? Zhu De did not know, only a few
members of the Politburo knew, Liu Shaoqi should know, Mao Zedong knew, is Mao Zedong will
be this top-secret list to Gao Gang read. This was a very telling move, indicating that he strongly
disapproved of Liu Shaogi's personnel arrangements. Gao Gang, who had deep prejudices against
the North China leaders, was naturally very annoyed to see this list of "Bo (Yibo) but not Lin
(Biao)". Gao Gang mixed Mao Zedong's opinions with his own and spread them privately among
senior cadres, especially the army cadres. Bo Yibo was no match for Lin Biao in terms of seniority,
ability and contribution. Lin Biao's Four Wildernesses had fought all over the wotld, and the Four
Wildernesses were full of generals and cadres. In the four major field armies, the four fields from the
Northeast to Hainan Island, in the first place, the highest head of the four fields is actually not in the
Politburo, the army cadres must be angry. Mao Zedong was furious about this top secret list,
criticizing An Ziwen, saying, who authorized you, how can you draft this thing? But in the end Mao
didn't pursue it, which is fishy. Why didn't he pursue it? Why didn't he putsue the matter? He must
have known that it was not a good idea to pursue the matter, and An Ziwen took the matter on his
shoulders and left it at that. So because of this matter, the problems arising, which constitutes a key

issue of Gao Gang in the lower side of the stirring up of right and wrong.

Let's put this list of things to one side, a little later. Let's first talk about the high-level transfer of
these vassals to Beijing, the high-level power structure is also to carry out a new adjustment, from
this new adjustment can be seen in the middle of Mao's dissatisfaction with the original power
structure. The original power structure was basically a continuation of the Mao-Liu system of the
Yan'an period, with Mao Zedong as the first in command and Liu Shaoqi as the second in
command, presiding over the day-to-day work. Then the government, which was Zhou Enlai, was
Mao, Liu and Zhou, forming such a pattern. However, in the Common Program, that is, in the eatly
years of the founding of the country, the Central People's Government is relatively virtual, the real
power in the State Council Zhou Enlai, the party affairs in Liu Shaoqj, Liu Shaoqi and Zhou Enlai,
and they are both cadres from the White Zone, but they are not a system, from a certain point of
view, Liu, Zhou and the two, in history, there is also the collision of the period of rectification, Liu

Shaogqi is a part of the rectification of the Yanan period, Liu Shaoqi is a part of the White Zone, but
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he is not a system. During the Yan'an Rectification period, Liu Shaoqi was a party to the
rectification, and Zhou Enlai was a party to the rectification. But in this period, in the middle of this
power structure, one of the problems brought about is the party power, we can now see Liu Shaogi's
manuscripts since the founding of the country from the recently published documents, from which
it can be seen that Liu Shaoqi at that time was quite busy with his work, and he managed quite a lot
of things, and he managed a very wide range of things. Zhou Enlai was in charge of even more
things, the State Council was in charge of state affairs, big and small. So this gave rise to a situation
in which Mao Zedong, as Chairman of the Central People's Government, did not have as much to
do as they did. Mao Zedong felt very strongly about this, saying that while the Xihuatang was full of
cars, the Yiningtang was full of people. In fact, this was just a systemic problem. In addition, during
this period, Mao Zedong and Liu Shaoqi had conflicts in the implementation of the New
Democracy policy and line, including conflicts with Zhou Enlai, and Mao Zedong became
dissatisfied with Liu Shaoqi and these people, and he talked about these dissatisfactions with Gao

Gang.

Mao Zedong took a major operation on the government system in 1953. This matter was caused by
the implementation of the new tax system. The tax laws adopted after the founding of the PRC were
basically those that protected the state-owned enterprises (SOEs), which were more favorable, while
the rest of the private enterprises were taxed more heavily, and by 1953 the SOEs had already
accounted for half of the country's total, which brought about the problem of not being able to
collect taxes. Taxes were pressed on private capital, making it difficult for them to operate.
Therefore, under the auspices of Zhou Enlai, Bo Yibo and others formulated a new tax collection
method, the new tax law is to put the circulation tax into the production field, while adjusting the tax
rate consistently, in order to open up tax sources. After the new tax law was formulated without
passing Mao, it was published in the newspaper. Mao was then annoyed. And because of the rough
work done beforehand, some problems arose after the release. There were reflections in Shandong
and Beijing. Mao took advantage of the problems that arose in the implementation of the new tax
system to make a big fuss. He sharply criticized the new tax system as a capitulation to the
bourgeoisie in that "public and private sectors are equally taxed". Subsequently, Mao took a series of
organizational measures to weaken and divide the power of Liu Shaoqi and Zhou Enlai. While

suppressing Liu and Zhou, Gao Gang was allowed to gain a great deal of power.
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There were two big moves in 1953: the first was to divide Zhou Enlai's power. At that time, the
government department was called the Committee of the Director General of the Government
Party Group, which was headed by Zhou Enlai, and the Central Government Party Group was
centralized under Zhou Enlai. After Mao Zedong criticized Zhou Enlai, he abolished this
committee. In addition, Zhou Enlai's power was divided among the State Council, and the power of
the State Council was basically split into six departments: Gao Gang was in charge of planning;
Chen Yun was in charge of finance and economics; Xi Zhongxun was in charge of culture and
education; and Deng Xiaoping was in charge of nationalities, religion, and united front work, etc.
Although Zhou Enlai was in charge of general affairs, he was also in charge of the central
government party group. Although Zhou Enlai was in overall charge, the specific port in charge was

diplomacy, which was actually one of the six ports, and his power was greatly weakened.

The second move was to cut Liu Shaoqji's power. Because Liu Shaoqi was in charge of the day-to-
day work, some of the reports and telegrams were wholesaled without Mao Zedong seeing them.
Mao Zedong was very angry about this and became furious, believing that this was hidden from
him. In fact, I am now speculating on what Liu Shaoqi did, perhaps he thought that this was his part
of the job, and he would think that he could just follow the normal procedures for very specific
internal work, and it was not necessary to go through the Chairman for further examination. It
should be said that from the point of view of each person's own duties, this is not a problem,
reflecting the principle of division of labor and responsibility. However, Mao Zedong regarded this
as an attempt to override him, so he became furious and instructed Liu Shaoqi and Yang Shangkun
to make a review, asking them to show him all the telegrams they had sent since March last year, so
that any future documents that did not go through him would not be counted. In this way, Liu

Shaoqi's power was also taken away.

When Mao was dividing Liu's and Zhou's power, Gao Gang became a pawn in the division of
power. When Zhou Enlai's power was divided, all the eight ministries of the State Council's
industrial sector were assigned to Gao Gang, and Gao Gang's State Planning Commission was in

charge of these eight industrial ministries. After Mao transferred the regional secretaries to the
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central government, he used them to divide the power of Liu and Zhou, forming a new power
pattern. By 1953, there was a new power structure in the Central Committee - a three-legged power
structure under Mao - Liu Shaoqi was in charge of Party affairs, Zhou Enlai was in charge of

government, and Gao Gang was in charge of the economy.

In fact, the Gao Gang Incident took place when the political struggle at the top of the Party had
developed to a certain extent and the power struggle had reached a certain level. For the occurrence
of the Gao Rao Incident, two meetings were particularly important: the financial and economic work
conference held from June to August, and the Central Organizational Work Conference held in
October. These two meetings are very important in understanding the occurrence of the Gao Rao

incident.

The Central Financial Conference was originally an economic work conference, that is to say, a
specific work conference. However, during this meeting, Mao Zedong put forward the General Line
for the Transitional Period, which was presented to the Politburo in June, and approved the phrase
"consolidation of the new democratic social ordet", so the Finance and Economics Conference was
turned into a meeting to implement the General Line for the Transitional Period. At the meeting, a
large number of people criticized Bo Yibo, and in fact there was an insinuation against Liu Shaoqi.
So the meeting was a long one, lasting two months. The reason for criticizing Bo Yibo was the new
tax system. Mao Zedong made some very strong remarks at the meeting, saying that Bo Yibo had
gone over to the bourgeoisie and had become a spokesman for the bourgeoisie. People also saw
Chairman Mao's intention and criticized Bo Yibo very severely. Some said Bo was Denoviev, some
said Bukharin, and criticized Bo Yibo to no end. Bo Yibo did two reviews in a row and failed to
pass. Gao Gang also played a big role in criticizing Bo Yibo. In fact, Gao Gang was not the only one
who jumped high, Tan Zhenlin and Li Fuchun were all criticized very severely. After this meeting,
Bo was dismissed as Minister of Finance, and Deng Xiaoping was appointed as Minister of Finance.
Because Gao Gang made a very strong speech at this meeting, calling Bo an agent of the
bourgeoisie, Bo Yibo felt that this line had been raised too high and could not accept it. Gao Gang

then took out the draft of his speech and said, "You see this is not what I said, it is what Chairman
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Mao said. Mao summarized by adding that the bourgeoisie's "sugar-coated shells of the spirit have

hit a target, Bo Yibo." That's a heavy word. It's in Mao's Selected Works, Volume Five.

Originally, there was a little bit of emotion and ambivalence towards the North China Mountain,
especially among the cadres from abroad. This incident made everyone even more emotional, and
there was a flurry of criticism of Bo Yibo's problems. In fact, Gao Gang was not the only one who
said something over the top at this meeting, I think that Tan Zhenlin's remarks were even more
powerful than Gao Gang's. Tan said that the President had a great deal of power in his hands and
that the President had a great deal of power in his hands. Tan said that the Chairman was in danger
of losing his power, that the White Party wanted to seize the Chairman's power, and that the
situation was now very dangerous. During this meeting, LIN Biao was recuperating in Xishan, and
everyone, led by GAO Gang, went to visit LIN Biao in a big formation. What is the meaning of the
title? You do not have Bo and not Lin on that list, we favor Lin Biao. During the visit, these old
superiors and subordinates said some things, some of which were excessive. For example, Wang
Heshou, the Minister of Heavy Industry, said on Xishan Mountain that Mr. Lin was right on the
mark: there was a danger of the White Party usurping power in the Central Committee. Tan Zhenlin
also said that there were two commands, one headed by Chairman Mao and the other by the White
Zone Party, and that the struggle between the two commands was threatening to overthrow the
Chairman. These words were all very excessive, and it could also be seen that the atmosphere of

strugele in the meeting was very tense.
ggl g ry

The matter of criticizing Bo Yibo gave the upper hand to these foreign cadres from the various
regions. At this meeting, the Great Criticism was created as a way to implement the New
Democracy Program as the general line for the transitional period. At this meeting, Liu Shaoqi also
made a review. He reviewed the issue of his speech in Tientsin, the right-leaning conservatism on
the issue of cooperativization, the issue of rich peasants, and the issue of establishing a new stage of
peace and democracy after the victory in the war. After the Finance and Economics Conference, as
Mao Zedong used to say, "After the political line is determined, the cadres are the deciding factor",
the Second National Conference on Organizational Work was to be held to sum up some of the

experiences in organizational work since the founding of the country. At this time, people had
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strong opinions about the Central Organization Department (COD) and felt that the COD was not
effective in allocating cadres, and that it did not have a good grasp of the standards of party

members.

The conference on organization work was convened to implement the general line of the transitional
period from an organizational point of view. At that time, Rao Sushi had already been to the central
government as the Minister of the Organization Department, the specific work in the transition, the
Organization Department was adjusted to Rao Sushi as the Minister, the Organization Minister of
the regions to the Organization Department as a deputy minister, which the Northeast Bureau to the
Organization Department as a deputy minister of Guo Feng, Rao Sushi said at that time because
Rao Sushi at that time, to manage the two ministries, one of them is to manage the Ministry of
Organization, and the other one is to manage the Ministry of Labor. The Ministry of Labor was
transferring Song Ping to be the Vice-Minister, so that's why Rao Shushi made a speech, saying that
if there is anything you should first show Minister Guo Feng and Minister Song Ping, and then let
them tell me. In fact, Guo Feng did not arrive, and this incident later became an evidence of Gao

Rao's alliance. This is all a no-brainer.

In this organizational meeting, I should say that the bickering was deeper in one way or another, but
the chaos was probably not as great as in the financial meeting. This can be seen from a review made
by Rao Sushi later on. As we said at the beginning, Zhang Xiushan, the second secretary of the
Northeast Bureau, went to Beijing to attend the meeting, he did not come to participate in the
organizational meeting, but as a result, after he spoke at the organizational meeting, it caused

repercussions, and became a joint sin with Rao Sushi, even he himself was puzzled.

In the middle of this meeting, the North China mountain on the other mountain counterattack is
also very big, involving a problem is Zhang Xiushan in the middle of the speech of the five, one is
the party organization to further purity, the past defection, mutiny, surrender of these people, to be
cleaned out of the party. As soon as this opinion was published, it made the North China mountain
very tense. Liu Shaoqi, on the eve of the war, rescued a group of cadres from Caolanzi Prison and

let them fulfill the procedure of turning themselves in and leaving the prison, including Bo Yibo.
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This was the so-called "61-member group of traitors" during the Cultural Revolution. So they
reacted strongly to this, and it was tantamount to taking their political lives. So this organizational
meeting was very ineffective. There are two specific evaluations of this meeting: Rao Sushi thought
that this meeting was more organized than the financial and economic work conference, and that
everyone's opinions wetre well-founded. But other materials say that it was just the opposite, that the
organizational meeting met with great resistance, and in fact the meeting could not go on. These are

two accounts.

It can be seen that during this period there were conflicts within the Party over how to change the
Party's organizational line to the general line of socialist transition. Liu Shaoqi also made a review in
the middle of the organizational work conference. Twice he made a review and expressed his

complete obedience to Mao Zedong's general line for the transitional period.

The most active person in the Party during this period was Gao Gang. After Gao Gang arrived in
Beijing, Mao Zedong often talked to him about some personnel problems of the Central Committee
and expressed his dissatisfaction with Zhou Enlai and Liu Shaoqi. He said that Liu Shaoqi was
"politically unstable, and that the 7th and 8th congresses had raised his head. During the Yan'an
period, there was a resolution at the Sixth Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee that
Mao Zedong was the representative of the correct line in the base area and Liu Shaoqgi was the
representative of the correct line in the White Area. After the founding of the country, Mao was
dissatisfied with Liu and thought that Liu Shaoqi had been elevated too high. Mao's private remarks
had a great influence on Gao Gang. In the past, Gao Gang had some opinions about Liu Shaoqi.
Gao Gang had clashed with Peng Zhen and Lin Feng over the issue of the base areas in the
Northeast. Peng and Lin advocated the occupation of the big cities to prevent the Kuomintang from
entering the Northeast. In fact, this could not be done. Gao Gang and Chen Yun and Lin Biao
wanted to give up the big cities and establish consolidated rural bases. You can now also find this

article in Chen Yun's anthology.

Gao Gang's historical grudge with the North China Mountain is not limited to these. During the
Red Army period, he and Liu Zhidan were arrested by Zhu Lizhi, a representative sent by the North
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China Bureau, and almost killed, with a big pit ready to bury them. Gao Gang had a view of the
cadres of the White Zone, especially those of the North China Bureau.

One of the most important events of this period was Mao's request that Gao Gang secretly
investigate the arrest of Liu Shaogi. A new piece of historical information disclosed in the past two
years is that in the spring of 1953, Mao Zedong gave Gao Gang a top-secret mission to investigate
the arrest of Liu Shaoqi in the Fengtian Yarn Factory Strike of 1929. This incident led Gao Gang to
identify Mao's distrustful attitude toward Liu Shaoqi. After accepting the assignment, Gaogang
tirstly discussed it with Chen Yun. Chen Yun and Gao Gang were two personalities. Chen Yun was
a long thinker and had a very strict mindset. Gao Gang was courageous in action and had excessive
energy. One was an action-oriented person and the other was a thinking person. They have a very
good relationship with each other, from the time of Shanxi-Gannin, they have worked together.
Mao was not happy with Chen Yun, put Chen to the Northwest Government, and later transferred
Chen Yun to the Northeast, and high in a team, they are together again. After Gao Gang arrived in
Beijing, major and minor matters are discussed with Chen Yun, Chen Yun knew about this matter,
said that this must not be publicized, to be implemented in top secret. Gao handed the matter over
to Zhang Xiushan, the second secretary of the Northeast, to investigate. Zhang Xiushan felt that
this matter was not easy to investigate, so he sent two groups, one to investigate the actual
performance, and the other to investigate the historical situation, which was like a wide-spread-net
investigation. The specific executives did not know who they were checking, and after checking, they
reported the matter to Mao Zedong. It can be seen through this incident that Gao Gang played a

considerable role in the anti-Liu campaign.

In addition, the sudden death of Stalin during this period brought about a power vacuum in the
Soviet Communist Party. At that time, Stalin did not appoint a successor, so there was a lot of
international debate about who should succeed him. There was a lot of international debate about
who should succeed him. In fact, Nikita Khrushchev was the last one to emerge from the power
struggle. At the beginning, the successor was determined to be Malinkov. In the course of this
struggle, the Beria affair occurred first. They arrested and executed Beria, the head of the secret

police. The chaos caused by the power vacuum left by Stalin's death must have had an impact on the
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CCP. That's why Gao Gang said in Beijing that Mao Zedong and the central leaders were concerned
about what would happen to things after Mao Zedong's 100 years. He said a lot of things and
expressed great concern. Gao Gang also told Chen Yun about this, and told Chen Yun about Mao's
concerns. Chen Yun said Mao must be dissatisfied with Liu, we this first dry up, we dry up and then
say. "When the time comes, when the flag falls, if you don't rebel, I'll rebel first!" . This is an

important historical information revealed in the recent book "Gao Gang in Beijing'".

Gao Gang was very popular among the army and had good relations with the army cadres. So on
many occasions, he spoke ill of Liu Shaoqji, some of which he heard directly from Mao, and some of
which he added to his own play. For example, when he said that Mao Zedong was not satisfied with
Liu Shaogqi and that Liu Shaoqi was politically immature, he must have heard these words in his
secret talks with Mao Zedong, Of course, Gao Gang admitted that when he criticized Bo Yibo at
the 1953 Finance and Economy Conference, he said something like "the barrel of the gun creates
the regime, the barrel of the gun creates the party", saying that he had quoted from Mao's War and
Strategic Issues. In this important Party speech in November 1938, Mao Zedong made the famous
assertion that "power comes out of the barrel of a gun" and "everything comes out of the barrel of a
gun". Gao Gang used this as an argument to criticize Thin, not only to emphasize the dominant
position of the base area and the army in the Chinese revolution, but also to affirm that the
importance of the base area and the army party was much higher than that of the party in the white
zone. That is to say, the base area party is the authentic and main line of the Chinese revolution, and
the role of the white zone party is only a side line. He advocated this theory everywhere with the
intention of establishing an orthodox position in history for the group of people engaged in armed
struggle headed by Mao Zedong. To say that the White Zone Party could not be compared with the
Base Area Party, that you played only a side-line role in the middle of the Chinese revolution, was

precisely the point he wanted to emphasize.

During this period, especially after the financial and economic work conference, Mao raised the
question of dividing the central government into one and two lines. I think it is reasonable to explain
the conflict between Mao and Liu Shaoqi in terms of the institutional conflict between the first and

second lines. However, Mao first raised the issue of one or two lines not during the adjustment
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period after the Great Leap Forward, but in 1953, which was another historical background to the
Gao Gang incident. Why did Mao raise the issue of one or two lines in 1953? What exactly did he
want to do? After these books by Zhang Mingyuan, Zhang Xiushan and Zhao Jialiang came out,
there was a viewpoint in the interpretation of the academia that Mao wanted to use Gao Gang to
replace Liu Shaogqi as the successor, and Gao Gang was eager to grab the job, and as a result, he did
an unclassified job which led to his ruin. Many researchers have put the Gao Gang matter on the

issue of stealing the successor.

My point is that Mao Zedong's idea of a one- or two-tier system was actually a decentralized system.
Its purpose was to change the Yan'an system that had been carried over after the founding of the
country. At that time, there were such considerations as whether the Central Committee should have
one General Secretary? Or should there be several Vice-Presidents? Should the government take the
form of a joint conference of ministers? Did the first line of the Central Government initially
conceived by Mao Zedong in this period refer to the first line working in government departments?
All these are ideas of a decentralized system. As to how the first and second tiers were divided and
how the personnel of the first tier were organized, we cannot find the most direct evidence now, but
we can find a counter-evidence, that is, some remarks spread by GAO Gang everywhere (especially
during the period of going down south), saying that MAO Zedong wanted him to take charge of the
Politburo, LIU Shaogqi of the National People's Congtress (NPC), and ZHOU Enlai of the
government. Gao Gang's remarks were later described as rumor-mongering and attempts to usurp
power, but where did these remarks originate? But where did these words originate? Can there be
"no wind and no waves"? It can only be that "there is wind and waves". The source should still lie
with MAO. It should be said that this personnel layout was MAO Zedong's initial thinking about the
division of the Central Committee into one and two lines, and he had conceived such a structure to
be realized. It can be seen from this structure that Mao actually wanted to create a decentralized
system in the first line of the central government, that is, a troika system under his control. Later,
when Gao Gang was criticized, it was also revealed that he had spread the idea of making Lin Biao
the Chairman of the Council of Ministers. If that was the case, then it might have been a troika
system. Zhou Enlai was in charge of foreign affairs, Lin Biao was Chairman of the Council of
Ministers, Liu Shaoqi was in charge of the NPC, and Gao Gang was in charge of Party affairs. That

was probably the system at the central line.
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Because of the Gao Gang incident, these plans were, shall we say, dead in the water, and there was
no way to talk about them. But from this structure, we can see that if this structure is realized, it is
really in line with the idea of "monopoly of power and decentralization of small power" advocated
by Mao Zedong, and also in line with the logic of the system of traditional Chinese politics that "the
sages will execute the important points, and the four directions will come to follow". So my
interpretation is that Mao actually wanted to create a first-line system of decentralization and checks
and balances, not just to replace a successor. However, Gao Gang thought that Mao Zedong was
not satisfied with Liu Shaogi and wanted to change his successor, and that he was too "two-stroke"
and wanted to get Liu Shaoqi out of powet, so he went around, which caused a lot of trouble, led to
internal disagreement within the Party, and finally led to a break in the Party's reputation, so that
Mao Zedong's original vision of the first and second line of authority could not be realized. Deng

Xiaoping later said that Gao Gang was trying to steal the first line. Herein lies the rationale.

In the past, it was said that Gao Gang's request for more vice-chairmen was a deal to "seal the deal",
and he said to Chen Yun: "One for you, one for me". In fact, this was said by Chen Yun when Chen
Yun was discussing with him. "Let's just have a few more vice-chairmen, one for you and one for
me. That way they won't be able to override the Chairman", and there was this phrase in the middle,
"not to override the Chairman", which was the gist of it. At that time, Mao Zedong was dissatisfied
with Liu Shaoqi and criticized Liu for issuing documents without authorization, which was known to
the Party hierarchy. Chen Yun said this from the aspect of safeguarding Mao Zedong's authority,

and did not make a deal.

We can also analyze further what is the difference between the General Secretary system and the
Vice-Chairman system. The General Secretary system is actually still a succession system. The
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union then considered Liu Shaoqi to be
the General Secretary of the CCP. The succession system of the CCP is a particularly awkward
system, which is neither a system of the Crown Prince nor a system of the Imperial Prime Minister,
but at the same time combines the disadvantages of both. This is because the General Secretary

system is a centralized system, with the General Secretary below the Party Chairman. The system of
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vice-chairmen, on the other hand, is a decentralized system in which the party chairman is the head
of the class, and the vice-chairman is the head of the class, and the vice-chairman is the head of the
class. If it was the General Secretary, there was no one else but Liu Shaoqji, and if there were to be

Vice-Chairmen, Gao Gang and Chen Yun would be fine. Does it mean that Gao Gang is engaging
in power trading on this? Canvassing for votes everywhere? As he was later criticized. I don't think
we can simply analyze it like that. Because in the middle of the central power pattern, Gao Gang at
this time has actually gone to the fourth role, Mao, Liu, Zhou, the next should be high. Zhu De in

the Politburo is a virtual position, no real power. So the fourth in command became vice chairman,

does that count as any ambition? It doesn't count. So that's not the problem.

So the problem with Gao Gang, and Mao's alarm about him, was the list of names drafted by An
Ziwen, which we've just described. Gao Gang went south on vacation, all the way to Guangdong,
and all the way there, he told some people about the list, "There's Bo but no Lin". This is a top
secret list, can be said to be top secret, Mao showed him, even Zhu De did not see. This is a big
deal, but he actually spread it around and told Ye Jianying and Tan Zheng in Guangdong. Ye and
Tan came to Beijing, asked Mao Zedong about the Politburo "thin without Lin", Mao Zedong was
shocked: "How do you know this news? Where did you get it?" They looked at each other in
disbelief and did not dare to say anything. Then Mao asked Gao Gang, "How did this come about?"
Gao Gang didn't dare to admit it, so Mao stared at him and said, "I suspect Rao Shushi." Gao Gang
said, "Rao Shushi wouldn't!" He did not dare to frankly admit it, so he laid the groundwork for his
downfall. In fact, there were objective considerations for not listing Lin Biao on this list. Lin Biao's
health is not good, after the fight on Hainan Island has been sick, difficult to serve. So at that time in
the South Central presided over the work of Deng Zichu. The list has Deng Zichu not Lin Biao, this
arrangement also has its reasons. But when rearranging the positions, we can't just arrange for these
capable officers, and the credit for fighting the world must also be balanced. Therefore, this is not
only a question of ranking, but also a question of respect or disrespect for the four fields. It can be
said that this is a big negligence. But this negligence, if said in an open and democratic political
environment, is not a problem and can be solved reasonably. Historically speaking, in the internal
line struggle of the CCP, the more secret things are done and the fewer people know about them,

the more problems there are in the end. The Gao Gang incident is just such an example.
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Mao Zedong pursued the matter of the list, and had already pointed at Gao Gang's head, and Gao
Gang still dared not admit it, which could not but make Mao Zedong suspicious of him. The
suspicion was fully justified. Mao Zedong once criticized Liu Shaoqi, Liu Shaoqi reviewed, twice,
once more profound. Gao Gang was pushing and dragging his feet, cowering, not knowing what he
wanted to do. Mao believes that high does not confess, there is a suspicion of small moves below.
As a hand, who are worried about the following small moves, especially as the highest authority,
more tolerant of subordinates to deceive themselves. So by the end of November 1953, December
time, Mao on the high already have some views. This is most obvious in two incidents. Once on
December 15, Mao Zedong said: "I'm going to the south to take a walk, who will preside over the
work at home? Is it better to take turns? Or is it better who presides?" This question has not been
raised in the past, in the past, no matter whether Mao Zedong went to Chongging to negotiate, or
visit the Soviet Union, it is naturally Liu Shaoqi presided over the work. But this time raised, Gao
Gang immediately said: "take turns good." Zhou Enlai was the first to speak, said: "In the past is
Comrade Shaoqi presided over, and now also Comrade Shaoqi", Deng Xiaoping, Peng Dehuai is
also advocating Liu Shaoqi. The one who advocated rotation was Gao Gang and the other was Zhu
Laogang. In fact, during this period, for some of the practices of Gao Gang, Mao has been very
some resentment. By the 24th, before Mao's departure, he made a remark, saying, "My Yi Nian Tang
(Mao's residence) is crowded, but No. 8 Dongjiaominxiang Lane (Gao Gang's residence) is crowded
with cars." These words knocked Gao Gang to his core and really gave him a fright. Gao Gang at
this time there is another task, on the 25th he accompanied the Soviet Union's vice chairman of the
State Soviet Tervosian to go to Anshan Steel, which he was hard to grab to go. As soon as he arrived
in the Northeast, he called a meeting with the cadres of the Northeast Bureau and said that we must
now support Comrade Shaoqi's leadership and not engage in separatism. From these words, we can
see that he felt that the momentum was not right, and he had to hurry to take a stand.In February
1954, the Central Committee held the Fourth Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee. At
the Fourth Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee, everyone did some self-criticism and
passed a resolution to strengthen the unity of the Party. In terms of Mao Zedong's deployment of
the meeting, it was intended to be a peaceful conference to strengthen unity within the Party.
Everyone spoke about the problems back to back, examined their own mistakes, and did not expose
each other. Originally, this meeting went quite smoothly, but after the end of this meeting, two

symposiums were held immediately afterwards. One is a symposium on Gao Gang, and the other is
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a symposium on Rao Shushi. Once the two meetings were held, it was not a peace meeting, it was a
struggle meeting. At the meeting, Gao Gang's and Rao Sushi's things were revealed in bits and
pieces, forming a critique of Gao Gang and Rao Sushi's revelations. On the fourth day of Gao
Gang's symposium, Gao Gang committed suicide with a gun for the first time, but was saved by his
secretary, and then committed suicide by taking sleeping pills half a year later. 1955, the National

Party Congress was held, and an official resolution was made to designate Gao Rao as an anti-Party

group.

There are still some doubts about the Gao Rao incident. Firstly, why did you say that the Fourth
Plenary Session of the National Party Congress was a peaceful meeting, a meeting to strengthen
unity? At the end of the meeting, a symposium was held to expose and criticize Gao Rao, so that the
problem had to be exposed? Undoubtedly, only Mao Zedong could have made this decision, why
did he make this decision? Secondly, Mao Zedong always trusted Gao Gang and gave him
everything. Since when and with what incident did he stop communicating with him? Mao didn't
attend the Fourth Plenary Session and ran away to the South. The meeting was held according to
Mao's wishes. And later on, Gao Gang repeatedly asked to talk to Mao to clarify some issues, but it
didn't work out. We can also think of it this way, if Mao Zedong presided over the Fourth Plenary
Session, and encountered Gao Gang's donkey temper, and then exposed what they had said in
private, what would happen then? Of course, this is just a guess. Some people just say that what Mao
did to Gao Gang was to start a mess. This is a rather interesting claim, but there are some historical
links that are still not clear. For example, when did Mao first want to abandon him? Why did he take
such a decisive approach to abandon him? You have to realize that this approach was risky. For
example, when he sent Luo Ruiqing and Lin Feng to the Northeast to hold a meeting of senior
cadres, Luo Ruiqing found Zhang Xiushan and asked, "Why are you investigating Liu Shaoqi? Who
told you to check? Zhang said it was Gao Gang who told him to do so, saying that Gao Gang had
been ordered by the President to let me investigate, and Zhang told him everything about the
investigation of Liu. This Luo Ruiging was foolishly loyal to Mao. Wasn't he afraid that this would
end up on Mao himself? Once it's revealed that Mao is secretly investigating his own deputy, will it
look good? Wasn't Mao worried about leakage? Therefore, in terms of the historical details of the

Gao Rao incident, there are indeed many unanswered questions. That's all for today.
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Question exchange section:

Question 1: Gao Gang's death was a suicide. If Gao Gang had not died, what would have happened
during the Cultural Revolution? Can you give us some reasoning? I think the sadness of Gao Gang

is that he committed suicide.

WANG Haiguang: We can extrapolate from some of the political events that happened afterward.
The army cadres who were on good terms with Gao Gang were Peng Dehuai and Lin Biao, both
representatives of the base area. If Gao Gang accepts the lesson of this time, if he can pass the
Lushan meeting, when Liu Shaoqi was defeated in the Cultural Revolution, he might be used again,

and then it might not be Lin Biao who became the deputy commander-in-chief, but Gao Gang,

Question 2: How do you think about the Lin Biao incident?

Wang Haiguang: That is another topic. The Lin Biao incident was not a line struggle either, but the
inner story was also very complicated and not as simple as we think, so we can discuss the Lin Biao

incident again when we have time.

Q3: Didn't Mao Zedong support Gao Gang at the beginning and then abandon him in the end?

Wang Haiguang: That's what I was talking about. I haven't been able to find out which time period
Mao thought it was time to abandon Gao Gang. From now on, it seems that it should be in early
December 1953, Mao made up his mind. But why did he make this decision, and what

citcumstances stimulated him? This I can't say yet.

Q4: You've talked a lot about the background of the Gao Rao incident, and I'd like to know in your

opinion, is there any possibility of this kind of incident happening again in China?
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Wang Haiguang: I don't think there is any possibility, because now it's not the era of the great man,
there is no absolute authoritative figure who can say anything. A situation like this can only happen

when there is one person, who is both the party and the state.

Question 5: From that thing you talked about and a lot of issues, it seems like it seems to be a law of
our party, like the second-in-command is always the most dangerous. Liu Shaoqi, Deng Xiaoping,

Gaogang, Lin Biao, and later Zhao Ziyang, Hu Yaobang, basically.

Wang Haiguang: The succession system, not only the CCP has this problem, but in fact the whole

communist movement, which party has not dealt with it well, it is a systemic problem.

QO6: I've been to Wan'an Cemetery and saw Gao Gang's tombstone, why is Gao Gang buried in

Wan'an Cemetery?

Wang Haiguang: After Gao Gang committed suicide, Zhou Enlai authorized a generous burial,
because since he was labeled as an anti-Party group, I'm afraid it's not appropriate to go to the Eight
Treasure Mountain. Wan'an Cemetery is a very good cemetery, it is also a net of celebrities, so he
was buried there. You are lucky to see a complete tombstone. The one I saw back then was half a

monument, smashed in the middle of the Cultural Revolution.

Q7: I would like to ask, in the many problems that occurred after the founding of our country, such
as the twists and turns of the routes, and the many rectification campaigns to rectify people's
situation, do you think that the imperfections of the system were more important, ot the leaders'
own lack of understanding of the constitution and the modern political system, as well as the
barriers of power, and which of the two reasons was more important? The second question is why
there are so many institutional and succession imperfections in the socialist camp? What are the

starting points? Thank youl!
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Wang Haiguang:This is a bigger question. Of course, the biggest difference between the rule of man
and the rule of law is that the system should keep the leaders inside. If a system allows power to be
played with as it pleases, and the words of the leaders are the law, regardless of procedures, then
there must be a big problem with the political stability of this country. The second question is about
the international communist movement, which is a much bigger topic and not easy to explain at

once. It can be said that this is a part of the history of the 20th century!

Q8: Is there any historical origin for this? I think that after Liu Bang and Zhu Yuanzhang won the
throne, they would kill a group of people, and there were a lot of crony struggles, so I would like to

ask what is the relationship between them?

Wang Haiguang: During the transition from traditional to modern politics, there is indeed such a
problem. In fact the regime established in modern China is neither purely traditional nor purely
modern, but an incestuous mule system. So the institution is still very imperfectly built, power lacks
checks and balances, and in some places, it has the weaknesses of both. For example, in the past, the
emperot, he can have three palaces and six houses, which is a conformity with the rules of the
imperial family world, officials have three wives and four concubines is also reasonable and
legitimate, now it can not. If you want to engage in such activities, you can only do something

sneaky.

Question 9: Mr. Wang, I would like to ask you a question. You are a researcher of party history, and
I 'am also interested in party history. Are we able to produce a history of the CCP that is closer to

the real one?

Mr. Wang Haiguang: Let's work together!
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Question 10: Mr. Wang, I would like to ask, in your mind, how should Gao Gang be evaluated in
terms of his merits and faults as a historical figure? The second question I know that recently the
Chinese University of Hong Kong has published a set of "History of the People's Republic of

China" co-edited by Yang Kuisong and Shen Zhihua, what is your evaluation of this set of books?

Wang Haiguang: The first question is a question I am not very willing to answer, because I am very
afraid to make a three-seven or half of a historical figure, I think this evaluation is not in place, this

is a mechanical mode of thinking, easy to conceptualize the person, so I do not want to do so for
the evaluation of the character. The second question is about the History of the People's Republic of
China. I should say that this is the most objective and informative set of history of the Republic
written at present, totaling ten volumes, and there are still a few more volumes yet to come out.
However, there are also shortcomings in it: first, it is limited by the material, and I should say that it
should be the richest in terms of material, and there is no book published in China that compares
with it. However, the key historical materials of some events have not been declassified, so the
author can only speak according to the existing materials. Secondly, there is no major breakthrough
in the historical viewpoint, and the depiction framework of many volumes is still that of the CCP
history, with no major breakthrough. There is also the problem of insufficient research, such as the
concern for the underclass, the study of social history, the study of individual cases, are still relatively

weak. Overall, a good set of books, but there is still room for further research.

Q11: Is it true that Gao Gang lived a corrupt life?

Wang Haiguang: Yes.

Q12: You just mentioned a detail, that is, in the spring of 1953 Mao Zedong commissioned Gao
Gang to check whether Liu Shaoqgi had been arrested in history, and what was the conclusion of

this?
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Wang Haiguang: There was no conclusion at that time because it was top secret. Some people told
me that Gao Gang was out of luck because of this investigation. I don't think that's necessarily true,
it's too simplistic. I don't think there will be anything explosive even if it is investigated. Someone
told me that the investigation of Liu Shaoqi was the focal point of the conflict between Mao and
Liu, and that Gao Gang was caught in the middle of this gap and was being squeezed to death by
the two forces, was there such a possibility? I later looked up the charges against Liu Shaoqi during
the Cultural Revolution that he had been branded as a traitor, a mole, and a worker thief. I thought
that duting the Cultural Revolution, Liu Shaoqi had to be defeated and "put on 10,000 feet", so if
there was a problem with the investigation at that time, there should be some reflection of this in the
charges against him, right? But I don't see any such reflection. The list of Liu Shaoqji's crimes reflects
the confessions of those witnesses in 1968, which were already very unreliable. If it had been made
out in 1953, there would have been this document, and it would have been written on it. By the time
1968 came along, the incriminating document that was manufactured, was the witness testimony
credible? In that political atmosphere of downing Liu Shaoqj, it was all a matter of guilt by

association, and these things were not credible anymore.

Q13: Was it after the Tianjin speech that Mao wanted to bring down Liu Shaoqi?

Wang Haiguang: No, at that time it was still a kind of working disagreement, and Mao just thought
that he had gone too far.

Q14: What happened to Rao Shushi? Did he live for many years?

Wang Haiguang: Rao Shushi's situation was like this. After Rao Sushi's case was finalized in 1955, he
came to the 20th Congtess of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) in 1956, when the
CPSU had begun to vindicate some of the cases from the Stalinist period, and Rao Sushi also
requested that his case be re-examined, stating that he had no alliance with Gao Gang. However,
after his case was reopened, nothing came of it. Later, Rao Sushi was implicated in the cases of Pan

Hannian and Yang Fan, and was sentenced to prison again. He was only released from prison in
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1965, and then re-incarcerated in the Cultural Revolution, where he died in prison, and that was

generally the case.

Moderator: From the questions we just asked, we can see the urgent mood to understand the truth
of history, history is a mirror, but unfortunately our current mirror is still covered with dust. The
work we are doing today is to wipe it off bit by bit, and I think through our continuous efforts, this
part of history, which concerns our past as well as has an important impact on our future, will slowly

come to light with time and with everyone's efforts. That concludes today's lecture.
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