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DeepL. Translation

Li Rui, "Lushan conference Record" (hetreinafter referred to as "Record"), with its own expetience
on the ins and outs of the Lushan Conference in 1959 has always been a very informative account of
Chinese and foreign scholars have instructions from the messenger. 11 years ago, I took excitement,
read the book at the beginning of this internal issue (Spring and Autumn Press, Hunan Education
Press, 1989 edition), that is mainly because of their own in 1959 has also been the place to cook the
crime, rather think of the center of the meeting to roots Origin. Recently I reread OF kindly updated
version (Henan People's Publishing House in 1995 edition), this time is the need for academic
research on Mao Zedong at the meeting originally planned to continue Correcting "Left", but later

turned to the cause of the anti-rightist, contemplate more.

Lift the 1959 Lushan meeting - as always in July 23 criticism of Mao Zedong Peng Dehuai's
speech for the sector, the conference is divided into two periods. In the early days, Mao Zedong set
out 18 questions for everyone Talk discussion, the atmosphere is relaxed freedom. July 1st night,
summoned Zhou Xiaozhou, Zhou Hui, Li Rui, who, especially in casual conversation, Zhou
Xiaozhou said, scraping blame the wind communist commune secretary, the main blame on it.
Where there is any kilograms acres, "There is a good person, the next will be very Yan." ("Record"
updated version, p. 62) so that its non-Mianzhe, lord also does not care, still laughing. Li Rui said
that last year was idealistic, petty bourgeoisie acute large development of the year, played a bold
vision and a lot of side effects. "In steel as the key link", "three generalissimo" and other slogans
unscientific. Mao Zedong immediately agreed, saying not to mention the future of these slogans.
Added: "I also have this cranky." Here are some things entirely to blame, blame each department.
Otherwise, Jiang Gan Wang Heshou will be like the same complaint: Cao Ying things, very difficult.

Here, he and three listeners - Qi burst out laughing, long endless. ( "Record" updated version, p. 63)



Peng Dehuai northwest participate in the discussion group, from July 3rd to 10th in team
meetings where there are seven speaking and chipped, frankly raises some questions and comments,
but some opinions I did not have time to talk. Peng Dehuai was Correcting "Left" is still not strong
enough, easy to 12th in the afternoon to 180 numbers (US House) to see Chen Mao Zedong face,
because Mao was sleeping, unsuccessful. And he resolved to write a letter on the 13th, 14 pm
Submission. "I was on those 'left' phenomenon is very worried, and I think that was the problem, if
not corrected, planning to head can not keep up, it is bound to affect the pace of development of
the national economy, I think these questions if I can by the on raised, it will cause some ideological
confusion, if it is re-mention by the Chairman to mention the principle of walking on two legs, these

problems can easily be corrected. "(" Peng Dehuai readme ") this is a letter of motivation.

Peng Dehuai letter in two parts. The first - section stresses "Great Leap Forward achievement
is certain." Cited industrial and agricultural growth figures, the growth rate, "breaking the speed of
socialist construction conventions." Infrastructure projects much too fast some, "The basic reason is
lack of experience." With regard to the commune happened, through the central series of meetings,
"we have basically been corrected." About National steelmaking, do some more small blast, wasting
some human, financial strength, although paying a sum of tuition, but also "gains and losses" in.

("Record" updated version, p. 101)

The second part is "how to sum up the work of the Lessons," "

prominent contradictions we
are now in the construction work faced by the imbalance caused by various tensions. By its very
nature, the development of this situation has affected between workers and peasants, urban and
rural areas, between various sectors and all levels of relations between farmers and, therefore, of a

nn

political nature.

we are dealing with economic construction problems the total has not been treated as the

shelling of Kinmen, put down the rebellion in Tibet and other political issues as handy. " " in the

past period, in our way of thinking and style of work, it also exposed many notable problems.
this is mainly (1 ) pompous atmosphere more common to grow up ...... pompous atmosphere
blowing through all regions and departments, some of the incredible miracle seen in newspapers,

nn

make sure the party's prestige suffered heavy losses. "" (2) petty-bourgeois fanaticism so we tend to
make the 'left' error in the Great Leap Forward in 1958, I and other comrades, like the Great Leap

Forward of the accomplishments and enthusiastic mass movement fooled by some 'left' tendencies



have developed considerably always want to step stepped into communism, the first thought once
prevailed; the mass line of the Party for a long time formed and pragmatic style put behind the "
politics in command can not be replaced by economic laws, but not a substitute for economic work.
the specific measures to correct these ...... left' phenomenon, generally larger than the anti-rightist
conservative ideas out even harder, this is our party's historical expetience has proven. "(" Record
"updated version, 101 -102 pages)

Peng Dehuai's letter, in addition to "gains and losses", "petty-bourgeois fanaticism" and a few

slightly beyond the edge, then, throughout all calm, earnest words. Its contents not only hits the
mark, and constructive than speak out loudly Zhou Xiaozhou, Li Rui, pre-coat the meeting when
summoned, apparently more people to accept. But Mao Zedong was harsh but instead that which
has major problems. July 16, he gave the letter to add a title: "Comrade Peng Dehuai submissions",
and granted a few words: "Comrade issued each reference." From 17th on this "submissions"
discussions. 23 Mao Zedong lengthy speech, directed Peng Dehuai and his like-minded Huang
Kecheng, Zhang Wentian, Zhou Xiaozhou as the "waverers", "30 kilometers away from the right
wing." Since then, the conference center by Correcting "Left" to the Anti-Rightist to a 180-degree
turn. Then, 2 to 16 August Eighth Plenary Session of the CPC held in Lushan eight further carry out
the "right opportunist” criticism struggle, and adopted the "anti-Party headed by Comrade Peng

Dehuai Group etror resolution” .

Eatly Lushan meeting, Mao Zedong expressly intended Correcting "Left", is also preparing to
form a "meeting minutes", why then suddenly turned anti-rightist and just select the flag ceremony
Peng Dehuai to cut it? This is a very complex and delicate issues. I thought, at least three points

need special attention.
First, the history of the conflict and character pimple on

Peng Dehuai was born poor, a child had to eat, when grown up over the embankment work
and coal mining work. After the vote the military, and organization "will save the poot" and joined
the Communist Party. July 1928, the White Terror turbid monstrous moment, he launched the
famous Pingjiang uprising, opened up a Hubei and Jiangxi revolutionary base. In November, he led
toward the main Hongwujun Jinggangshan, Mao Zedong, Zhu De led the Red Army to join phase.
Since then, he was under the direct leadership of Mao Zedong, raised armies, and brother forces

cooperating dash between the Xiangjiang River, Jiangxi and Fujian mountain water, arduous struggle

10



to smash Chiang Kai-shek once again "encirclement and suppression." Across thousands of miles,
breaking the Kuomintang army besieged hundreds of thousands, successfully conducted a Long

March.

In those war-torn years, Peng Dehuai and Mao Zedong exchanges are very Suimi, with "Lao
Mao", "Lao Peng" commensurate with each other. Something to discuss, if you run into a still
asleep, the bed is opened. Even though there may be debate on weekdays, the total is still a
relationship of fraternal equality. Peng Dehuai during April 1958 from Guangzhou to Wuchang

meeting about past situations with Li Rui, but also reluctant to reveal feelings.

Founding of New China, Mao Zedong occupying the highest leadership of the Party and the
country. After the 1957 anti-rightist, the absolute authority of the Soviet Union when Stalin quite
alive. If you put aside the differences in social forms, it can be said the same country dynasty
emperor phase Houle. Mao Zedong is not taboo that, since he repeatedly compared to Qin
Shihuang. As for the hero of the old veterans of the war years, when geese are arranged in an orderly
line ministries, according to the law of the land toward the chapter carry out their duties. Defense
Minister Peng Dehuai charged with the task status can be described as prominent, but his
relationship with Mao Zedong but then not like war is so intimate and casual. Something asked to
see the Chairman, the first call is now similar, but also through the Central Office approval
arrangements. On one occasion in 1951, due to the Korean War on military Urgent, Peng Dehuai
ask for help from the front lines back to Beijing, Mao Zedong to a stay of Yuquan Mountain Lodge
was blocked guards, Peng Dehuai was getting impatient, he single-handedly pushed to stop his
guards, hair strode into the palace. Violate a ban such things can no longer be a while. From 1949 to
1959, they lived in Beijing, 10 years Peng Dehuai Mao played a total of nine times to call. Mao
Zedong strange little contact Peng Dehuai Peng blame each phone are not below. ("Record"
updated version, p. 190) In addition, Peng Dehuai exceptionally frugal living, who are responsible
for severe self-discipline. He has always been opposed to specialized cadres, especially some people
hate changing nothing to flatter Quchong central leaders. In 1953 the Korean War, "Volunteers
Backstage" returned, was adapted for the "Zhongnanhai Song and Dance Ensemble", in fact, to
escort the central directorate of dance and music as the main task. Peng Dehuai was furious after

hearing the news, dismissed as "election concubine" and ordered to be disbanded.

April 1985, 80-year old writer Ding Ling session return to Yenan, she Yan'an Revolutionary

Memorial Hall display of a Mao Zedong and other revolutionaries of the older pictures taken

11



together stood for some time before, and deep emotion, said: "At that time they were brothers and
then it became monarch. "(see" Yanhuang Chungiu "on page 88, page 56) this sentence speaks quite

profound.

In a feudal patriarchal consciousness of profound influence and lack of democratic institutions
in the community, it is very easy to distort the superior-subordinate relationship into a relationship
of domination and submission, and even advocating "docile tool theory" advocated for individual
leaders to make "loyalty." Peng Dehuai noble natures, that has always rejected a feudal ethic, his
loyalty to the revolutionary cause, is not accustomed to the leaders personally vanquish. To this end,
inevitably produce some estrangement between Mao Zedong and Peng Dehuai. Plus, Peng is a
Zhichang Zi, Mao Zedong did not he have a stomach Machiavellian military strategy. In the military
struggle, he has always been heroic, but more complex and tortuous political struggle, but his
understanding of how many there are now out of time when Mao Zedong, August 1, 1959, Mao
Zedong in the CPC Standing Committee Peng Dehuai said: "Our cooperation 70-30 one, two, three
antl 'encirclement’, anti-tao, the war, the war of liberation in the war but the entire cooperation. eight
years, it is difficult to say what is cooperative. other times you independence. "(" Record "updated
version, p. 193). The so-called "eight-year war is hard to say cooperation", the most prominent is the
content of Hundred Regiments. Historical facts show that the war against the enemy to break my
"cage" policy of the KMT and the lure conspiracy played a very important positive role; thereby
causing the vigilance of the Japanese invaders, to double the strength of the base frenzied raids,
indeed it brought us serious difficulties. But since advocated national resistance, it can not always
stressed the "Save power" only stand to take the initiative and destroy the enemy in order to save
themselves and their victory. To do this, we make certain sacrifices are necessary. Over the years, the
merits and demerits of the Hundred Regiments has been debated, and so contradictory knots and

character in the history of the intertwined, often forming intricate "feud."
Second scars, Anying killed in Korea caused by the

June 25, 1950, the Korean civil wat, President Truman ordered its navy and air force to invada
Korea, and our territory assigned to the 7th Fleet to the Taiwan. September 15, the US military and
the west coast of Inchon landing in Korea, then massive northward, our security is seriously
threatened. In early October, the Politburo met to discuss under the auspices of Mao Zedong, made
on behalf of the Chinese People's Volunteers strategic decision to send troops to Korea, and drew

volunteers Peng Dehuai served as commander. October 5, Peng Dehuai stepped in, showing
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resolutely obey the central decision. October 7, Chief of Staff and Nie Rongzhen and Director of
the General Staff Operations Department Li Tao agreed to transfer Mao Anying to Volunteer
headquarters as a Russian translator. Mao Anying expressed obedience to party arrangements and
went home that night to bid farewell to his father and his wife, and on [October] 8" went with Peng

Dehuai and the command post and arrived in Shenyang.

October 19, Peng Dehuai led the Chinese People's Volunteers four armies, three artillery
divisions and one anti-aircraft artillery regiment totalling about 260,000 people secretly crossed the
Yalu River. From October 25 to November 7, after 13 days and nights of hard work, annihilated
10,500 enemy people, winning an eatly battle victory. After taking a break, they prepared to start a

new campaign.

Peng Dehuai's command post was located in the northern part of Korea Changsong County at
Dayutong, enemy often sent aircraft to scout and harass. On November 23, Chinese PLA General
Nie Rongzhen received a secret cable sent from the Chief of Staff of the Soviet Union, told the US
would soon send aircraft to bomb the volunteers command post, to warn the Chinese side to be
prepared. After this was reported to the Chinese side, Nie Rongzhen and Mao Zedong sent two
telegrams to Peng Dehuai, asking him to try to transfer his command post. But because then was the
critical moment the volunteers launching a new campaign, immediately transfer command post too
late, had to more than 200 meters away from the command post of a large mine, temporary shelter
as air defense volunteers. 24, the chief of staff ordered the solution side: tomorrow morning 4:00

dinner finished, except those on duty, the other staff all hole.

At 10:00 on the 25th minutes, the aircraft did not come to make an exception, and staff Mao
Anying and Gao Ruixin leave mine back to the command post. Around 11 o'clock, air raid sirens
sounded, Anying and other hastily hidden hole, see F-80 fighter jets roared 12 passing command
post headed north, Gao Ruixin and Mao Anying came back to the command post. Unexpectedly
away the enemy swarm of a sudden U-turn to fly back, facing the command post of the barrack
were dive, dropped dozens of stars napalm, command post suddenly ablaze. Combat Duty Officer
Deputy Cheng Pu, and staff chief Xu Muyuan staff rushed out to where Mao Anying and Gao
Ruixin were hiding under a table. When Peng Dehuai heard that Mao Anying did not come out his
heart knows ominous shouted: "Quickly go rescue people", while he quickly ran out. His guard Jing
Xizhen hugged Peng tightly, Peng Dehuai anxious cursed: "Let go of you, let go, if you don” t let

go I will kill you!" Little Jing wept and said: "Even if you shoot me I will not let go.” The enemy
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still circled bombing, resulting in up to 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit rock flow of liquid napalm after the
explosion, volunteer deputy commander Deng Hua, Hong Xuezhi, who are anxious and red-faced,

do anything. So Mao Anying and Gao Ruixin died for their country.

Peng Dehuai felt guilty about Mao Anying” s sacrifice. He personally drafted a telegram to

Mao, feel bad to write a few lines of telegraph, hesitate undecided a few hours.

Volunteers DPRK after the war, in order to guard against enemy air attack Beijing, Mao
Zedong's temporary move to a new six Wanshoulu Building. When the Central Office of Ye Zilong
took Peng Dehuai six new telegram to meet with Mao Zedong, just when it comes to volunteer
command post was bombed, Mao then said angrily: “That Peng Dehuai! I cabled him about this
transfer thing." But when he heard that Anying had been killed, Mao's body began to shake slightly,
and for half a day he did not make a sound. He wanted to calm his mood, reached for cigarettes, but
his hands were shaking so badly, he could not them out of the packet two times. When his
bodyguard Li Yingiao helped light it, he saw him staring stupefied, smoking, eyes were red, they roll

shed large drops of tears, and later uttered a sorrowful sigh: "Who told that he is Mao Zedong's son!

"

Mao Zedong had several marriages, and many births, but grown-up sons in the war are only
two: the second son of Anqing childhood living on account of brain injury caused by schizophrenia
when the streets of Shanghai, cannot be cured; eldest son Fortunately Anying thrive in hardships,
the parent who just put their hopes in him. Once befell robbery becomes fathet's earnest hope that

will be turned into a deep pain.

Pain buried deep in the heart, usually is tolerated and does not show, but at the 1959 Lushan
meeting when he was arguing with Peng Dehuai, he could not prevent a sudden attack. In his speech
of July 23, he said: "The initiator, after its almost no I have two counts: a, 10.7 million tons of steel,
is determined under me, my suggestion is to mention the result of 90 million people into battle,
subsidies 4 billion, 'more harm than good'. second, the people's communes, I have no right to the
invention, has the right to promote it. I recommend Beidaihe resolution is written. "("" Record
"updated version, p. 137) this is because he onset bear the responsibility for Peng have opinions
"Great Leap Forward" and the commune issues. Why these words to the beginning of the idiom
"initiator, after its almost no" to some puzzling. Then every paragraph, which he explained:...

"Chinese diet, named after the boy there, a girl is not my son killed, a son is not crazy I look after
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my ...... instigator, should absolutely child off sun. "(" Record "updated version, p. 139) these words
seem to deviate from the theme of the Lushan meeting, but due Peng for his criticism triggered last
year Anying in Peng side killed pain, old hate new suspected together in my mind, and then issue the

chamber grudge feelings. [This is really obscure: -]
Third, the ideological differences Twenty Years after

The more serious problem is that, twenty Years later, Mao Zedong guilty of a heart disease. He
tfeared a wave of opposition to the cult of personality likely to spread to China, especially in 1958
after he throws the "three red flag" lead to disaster, there will be more worried about the Chinese
Khrushchev figure out afterwards with him. Who is it that kind of character? At first he thought the
time was not the "Cultural Revolution" is called "Chinese Khrushchev," Liu Shaoqi, but he believes
there is "guilty" performance, the recent initiatives and openly oppose the cult of personality Peng

Dehuai history.

Early in the seven, Peng Dehuai Mao Zedong Thought not agree written as a guiding ideology
that the Party Constitution. Twenty Years Later, he admired Khrushchev that China also needs to
oppose the cult of personality. Liu Shaoqi September 9, 1959 at the enlarged meeting of the Central
Military Commission, said: "The so-called cult of personality, twenty times in Congress against the
CPSU in 1956 after Stalin's personality cult, then, in China it was also opposed to the cult of
personality ....... on behalf of the central interior of Comrade Peng Dehuai, ...... he twice raised in the
West Wing Politburo meeting against sing "the Hast is red," the song, shouting Long Live Chairman
Mao opposition. "this is one aspect. On the other hand, and for this to Mao Peng Dehuai deep
wariness. May 1958, Mao Zedong in the Second Session of the Eighth Party Congress to deal with
in terms of division, means Peng Dehuai. ( "Record" updated version, p. 193) in April 1959, Mao
Zedong in Shanghai to make a report on the meeting, criticized Peng Dehuai: "I am the person is
hated by many people, especially Comrade Peng Dehuai, he is hated me ; it does not hate, there are a
number of policy Comrade Peng Dehuai hate me with is this: ‘people do not make me, I do not
prisoners, if we are attacked, we will certainly counterattack.'. ". ("Record" updated version, p. 73).
Richard Gross of "currently in the united front policy issues" There are such a passage: "But in the
period of the united front, the fight against the die-hards, we must pay attention to the following
items first principle is the principle of self-defense, people do not make me me. do not prisoners, if
we are attacked, I will of prisoners. that is to say, must not attack people for no reason, nor can not

fight back when they are attacking people, this is a defensive struggle for the die-hards of the
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military offensive, we must resolutely , thoroughly, totally extinguished. "(" Record "updated
version, p. 744, 1996 Shanghai Bound Volume) to April 1958 and March 1940 these two passages,
taken together, Mao Peng Dehuai he then struggles with the policy strategy Kuomintang diehards
actually exactly the same. No wonder three months (July 1957), at the Lushan meeting Peng Dehuai
wrote to him about "Great Leap Forward" and the commune movement in the case of problems,

Mao immediately judged as "down the gauntlet" to arrest him behind.

Lushan lengthy speech on the meeting July 23, Mao Zedong said: "I was in my youth, youth,
also heard an ill on fire, I just people do not make me, I do not prisoners, if we are attacked, I will of
prisoners. people get attacked, I after prisoners. this principle, now do not give up. "(" Record
"updated version, p. 132) Transmission of this tactic has added" people get attacked, I later prisoner
"eight characters, see more of the complete system. And this set of things early in the youth begin to
form, the character has become a cast. Peng Dehuai now heard repeatedly "attacked" and "ill", can

not give heavily reward it? !

Necessity of always forcing its way by chance, and chance is realized in the form of necessity. If
no Peng Dehuai then send that letter to Mao Zedong reflect the situation and problems, ending in
1959 Lushan meeting may be different. But the fundamental problem is not allowed to oppose Mao
personality cult. Since he would have seen the shadow of Khrushchev from Peng Dehuai's body, an
exclusion of "hidden" in the struggle to inevitable. Time, sooner or later, waiting Peng Dehuai is

doomed fate.

Then again, if the 1959 Lushan meeting Peng Dehuai letter but not without incident, that does
not mean that from this peacefully. As long as the CPC does not correct the cult of personality in
Confucianism consciousness and super-fast fundamentally, poor strategic thinking of the transition,
the land of China will inevitably frequent scourge. Dedicated revolutionary elite will always be
people out populist Mao also tends to maintain the "three red flag" and authoritative leaders waged
tit for tat struggle. Form of struggle may differ from the causes of chance, but the anti-rightist

direction and necessity but is definitely no doubt.

(The author is professor of Xiamen University, former president of Hunan Provincial Academy of

Social Sciences)

(Editor Chih)
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