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Mao Zedong and the Three Anti-campaigns
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From the end of 1951 to June 1952, when China was vigorously launching the three major
campaigns against the United States and North Korea, land reform and the suppression of counter-
revolution, Mao Zedong launched the "Three Anti-Corruption" campaign against corruption, waste
and bureaucracy. Unlike the Three Great Campaigns and the Five Antis (against bribery, tax evasion,
theft of state assets, jerry-building, and theft of state economic information) that followed the Three
Antis, the Three Antis were directed against rural landlords, hostile Americans, and the domestic
economy, respectively. Unlike the three major campaigns, which were directed against rural
landlords, the U.S. enemy, and domestic hostile elements, the "Five Antis" campaign was directed
against capitalists, who were both enemies and friends, while the "Three Antis" campaigns were
mainly directed against the internal Communist Party, as well as all levels of staff of the Party, state
organs, enterprises and public institutions. The crux of the campaign was to eliminate the
increasingly serious money-worshipping and rent-seeking phenomena among cadres since the CCP

came to power in the city by purging and punishing all corrupt elements within the regime, so as to
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avoid a repeat of the late Ming Dynasty's disastrous defeat of the Li Zicheng peasant insurgency that

had quickly corrupted and disintegrated after it had come to power in the city.

The existing research results on the "Three Anti" campaign are basically introductory. Even the only
works that talk about this movement are far from academic research. [One of the keys to this is that
they are obviously too simplistic and conceptual in their view and understanding of the movement
itself, failing to notice the extreme complexity of the movement and its effects. And this is precisely
one of the reasons why some readers hope for another "Three Anti" campaign, while others simply
reject this campaign, which is highly regarded as a "successful practice" by the former, in the face of

almost the same, but countless times more serious corruption phenomenon [2]. reason.

As in the case of the anti-revolutionary campaigns, Mao Zedong played an almost decisive role in
the launching and promotion of the "Three Anti" campaigns. Obviously, clarifying the role of Mao
Zedong in the process of the movement's occurrence and development, as well as his intentions and
specific designs at different stages, is also an extremely important historical link in clarifying the ins
and outs of the movement. Given that most of Mao's directives or approvals for the campaign have
been published or made public, it has become possible to examine the inner workings of the ups and
downs of the campaign from the perspective of Mao's relationship with the "Three Anti-
campaigns". It is believed that such an examination will help readers deepen their understanding of

and reflection on the campaign.

The Launching of the "Three Anti" Campaigns

The launching of the "Three Anti-corruption" campaign was not in Mao Zedong's predetermined
plan. It was Gao Gang, secretary of the Northeast Bureau of the CPC, who first raised the issue of
anti-corruption. On August 31, 1951, he was the first to deliver a speech entitled "Against
Corruption and Metamorphosis, Against Bureaucracy" at a meeting of the party cadres of the
Northeast Bureau. [3] A few days later, the Northeast Bureau formally adopted the document

"Decision on Carrying Out the Tendency to Oppose Corruption and Metamorphosis and
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Bureaucracy". [4] For Gao Gang and the Northeast Bureau of this initiative, the CPC Central
Committee, although also affirmed, and approved all over, [5] but, according to the past practice, it
is clear that at this time only envisioned the solution of such problems through the method of party
rectification and rectification of the wind. Meanwhile, at the meeting of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China held in October of that year, the central issue
discussed by the participants was the development trend of the war situation in Korea and the
countermeasures to deal with the present serious financial difficulties. It was clearly decided that in
view of the more serious financial difficulties to be faced in 1952, it was necessary to "ask all places
to carry out a comprehensive campaign to increase production and economize from November
onwards," and in particular to "advocate economizing and strictly prohibit waste."[6] Mao's political
bureau was also concerned with the development of the war situation in Korea and the measures to
deal with the current serious financial difficulties. [6] Mao Zedong then issued a public call at the
third plenary session of the first session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC) on October 23 to "increase production and economize in order to support the Chinese
People's Volunteer Army". [7] The CPC Central Committee also set up the Central People's
Government's Economy Inspection Committee headed by Bo Yibo, and the Central Bureaus and
their subordinate provincial and municipal Party committees also set up production and economy
committees, branches and sub-branches at all levels. The task of launching a nationwide campaign to
increase production and economize, rather than the "Three Anti" campaigns, became the

centerpiece of the CPC Central Committee's program at the end of 1951. [§]

Just a few days after Mao Zedong's speech to the CPPCC, Gao Gang once again made a report to a
meeting of party members and cadres of the Northeast Bureau, linking the issue of increasing
production and economizing with the fight against corruption, and for the first time put forward the
concept of the "Three Anti's", which were "anti-cotruption, anti-waste, and anti-bureaucracy. [After
reading the report, Mao Zedong keenly noted that, compared with the real need to increase
production and economize, solving the problem of corruption of cadres at all levels in government
departments was also a rather serious and urgent task. Moreover, the problem of increasing
production and saving could indeed be complemented by the fight against corruption and waste.
Therefore, he quickly gave instructions on Gao Gang's report, requesting all Party committees at all

levels to "attach importance to the experiences described in this report, and to carry out a resolute
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fight against corruption, waste and bureaucracy in this nationwide campaign to increase production
and economize." [10] Immediately afterward, based on Mao Zedong's comments, the People's Daily
published an editorial on November 23 entitled "A Resolute Struggle Against Corruption," openly
announcing, "The experience of the struggle against corruption and bureaucracy in the Northeast
has proved that the greatest enemies of the campaign to increase production and economize are
corruption and waste and bureaucracy. If the phenomenon of corruption and waste cannot be
purged, it will not only jeopardize the future of some cadres, but will also hinder the accumulation of
funds and the consolidation of the new democratic system. Therefore, all parts of the country
should act swiftly to wage a resolute struggle against corruption to completely eliminate all

corruption." [11]

Mao's views on the necessity of waging a struggle against corruption were undoubtedly based on the
relevant reports available at this time. However, the reports of the Northeast Bureau at this time
were not very serious in their estimation of the corruption of party and government workers, and
although 3,258 persons were dealt with for corruption in the eight months of 1950, only two-tenths
of the party cadres were punished for corruption. The reason why Gao Gang believed that the
problem must be solved immediately, only because the phenomenon of corruption was found to be
developing too quickly. It was reported that "the Shenyang Municipal People's Court embezzlement
cases year by year statistics, the second half of 1949 embezzlement offenders accounted for 5.3
percent of the total number of offenders, 1950 rose to 5.7 percent, the first quarter of 1951 and rose
to 1.3.2 percent." [12] Because there were fewer relevant reports at this time, the editorial in the
People's Daily openly asserted at this time that the problem of embezzlement occurred mainly
among the retained personnel who "inherited the embezzlement style of the Kuomintang
reactionaries" because they "accounted for 99 percent of all embezzlers "Only 1 per cent of "those
who had participated in the revolution for a long time, because of their poor political qualities, failed
to completely overcome their corrupt ideas during the long revolutionary struggle, and, after
entering the cities, accepted the influence of the vices left behind by the imperialists, feudal
bureaucrats and reactionary factions of the Kuomintang, and thus degenerated rapidly into
corruption and misappropriation of the law and misappropriation of funds and became the pests in

the cause of the people's revolution. vermin in the cause of the people's revolution." [13]
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However, even on the basis of such an estimate, Mao Zedong still specifically raised the question of
the importance of the struggle against corruption at the Politburo meeting. What's more, several
reports received in quick succession made Mao and the CCP Central Committee's estimation of the

problem of corruption become even more serious.

According to a report from the North China Bureau of the CPC on November 28, "The whole
region of North China dealt with a total of three hundred and three cadres and party members who
were corrupted and corrupted by corruption and bribery last year, and five hundred and thirty-one
such cases were dealt with in the first half of this year alone. And according to the very incomplete
statistics of the Disciplinary Inspection Committee of the Hebei Provincial Party Committee for the
months of October, November and December last year, the total number of corrupt and corrupted
persons was one hundred and seven, while in September this year there were one hundred and two
cases of corruption in one month." Among them, "Zhao Cheng, secretary of the committee of the
seven districts of Taiyuan City, and Ren Hua, district chief, have, since entering the city, besides
collectively embezzling and wasting and misappropriating public grain and money, amounting in all
to about eighty-nine thousand pounds of rice and wheat, colluded with private merchants to
speculate and cheat. Zhao Cheng is the chairman of three private stores, two good men's shares at
the top of a private coal kiln, and fourteen private merchants to collect shares to open an electric
mill, has become a commercial capitalist with political privileges." "Shanxi Jiaocheng County mayor
Sun Jincai, etc., in the handover of the production of organs, eating and drinking, fabricating false
accounts, defrauding the state of millet seventy-one million four hundred and ninety-nine hundred
pounds of millet, the county government and the county party committee of the two organs, that is,
a year squandered and wasted more than three hundred and twenty-four thousand pounds of
millet." "Li Jingu (a Long March cadre), political commissar of the automobile school of the
Logistics Department of the North China Military Region, was lured into prostitution by a private
merchant suspected of being a major secret agent, and inhaled material noodles. When Li realized
that the Datong Public Security Bureau was suspicious of the private merchant, he went so far as to
inform him. In addition, he hid the son of the secret service bully, falsely claiming an uncle-nephew
relationship, and eventually absconded with more than 30 million yuan of public funds in fear of the

crime." [14]
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A more serious case discovered at this time was that Liu Qingshan, the former secretary of the
Tianjin local committee who was a senior cadre, and Zhang Zishan, the current secretary and
commissioner, had been uncovered to have secretly colluded with private businessmen to
"successively use 2.5 billion yuan of local grain discounts in the whole prefecture, 400 million yuan
of relief grain in Baodi County, 140 million yuan of subsidized grain for the family members of
cadres, and 22.2 billion yuan of profits from the repair of the Chaobaihe Civilian Workers' Supply
Depot, to make a profit on the bank under the guise of construction. The government also made 2.2
billion yuan in profits from the construction of the Chaobai River supply station for civilian
laborers, and obtained 4 billion yuan in fraudulent loans from banks in the name of construction.
Total embezzlement and misappropriation of public funds about 20 billion yuan or so, into the
production of the local party committee organs, for speculation and illegal activities." Its practices
not only make "private businessmen from which corruption satiate", but also "two private use of up
to four or five hundred million yuan, and to the superior and subordinate and their friends and
relatives to send gifts, some of which amounted to one or two thousand million yuan of huge.
According to the accounts available, amounted to one hundred and thirty million dollars." [15]
Coupled with the fact that Liu Qingshan had been a long-time opium smoker, the matter was
disclosed and the Standing Committee Meeting of the Hebei Provincial Committee of the CPC
immediately decided to report it to the North China Bureau of the CPC, recommending the arrest of
the two men. After the North China Bureau reported to Zhou Enlai for approval, on November 29,
"the Hebei Provincial Public Security Department arrested Zhang Zishan in accordance with the law

(Liu Qingshan was abroad at the time, and was arrested immediately upon his return on December

2)." [16]

Liu Qingshan and Zhang Zishan, as well as the governor of Taiyuan, the secretary of the district
party committee, and the governor of Jiaocheng County in Shanxi, had degenerated to such a state
that Mao was quite shaken. He apparently endorsed the arrest of Liu Qingshan and Zhang Zishan,
and sent a special telegram to the North China Bureau requesting the latter to give us an additional
report on "what sentences have been handed down to major embezzlers such as Zhao Cheng,

secretary of the Taiyuan Municipal Party Committee, and Ren Hua, district governor." [17]
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On this very day, the evening of December 1, when reviewing the draft of the CCP Central
Committee's Decision on Streamlining Administration, Increasing Production and Saving Money,
Opposing Corruption, Waste and Bureaucracy, Mao Zedong added a special paragraph that reads,
"Since we have occupied the cities for two to three years, serious cases of embezzlement have
continued to occur, proving that the Second Plenum of the Party in the spring of 1949 had seriously
pointed out that the bourgeoisie had been the most powerful and most important group in China,
and that it was the most important group of the Party's leaders. The Second Plenary Session of the
Central Committee of the Party in the spring of 1949 was entirely correct in pointing out seriously
the inevitability of bourgeois encroachment on the Party and the necessity of preventing and
overcoming this great danger. Now is the critical time for the whole Party to mobilize for the
practical implementation of this resolution. If we do not effectively implement this resolution, we
will make a big mistake. It is now necessary to warn the whole Party that it is a serious crime for all
Party members engaged in State work, Party affairs and the work of people's organizations to use
their official position to commit embezzlement and waste. The Central People's Government will
soon promulgate regulations on the punishment of embezzlement and on the punishment of waste,
and the leading organs at all levels must follow the example of the regulations on the punishment of
counter-revolution, launching with great fanfare a campaign of study among all the staff and the
masses concerned, calling for confessions and denunciations, and personally supervising and
checking by the chief comrades-in-charge. All acts of embezzlement must be denounced and dealt
with in varying degrees according to the seriousness of the circumstances, ranging from warnings,
transfers, dismissals, expulsions from the Party, and sentences of various kinds of imprisonment up
to execution by firing squad. Typical embezzlers must be mobilized for a public trial and punished

according to the rule." [18]

On December 4, the Beijing Municipal Committee submitted a report to the CCP Central
Committee on the phenomenon of corruption among party and government workers and the views
on the future struggle against corruption. Mao Zedong immediately approved and forwarded the
report to the Central Bureaus and issued instructions in a rather stern tone, saying, "The Central
Committee instructs you, within three weeks of receipt of these instructions, or within one month at
the latest, to carry out a systematic and preliminary examination of the phenomenon of corruption

among the staff of your own units and those belonging to the lower levels of your organization, to
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follow the methods laid down by the Beijing Municipal Party Committee, and to mobilize the
greatest possible number of people inside and outside the Party (including the various democratic
parties and social democrats), and to make a big fuss about the phenomenon of corruption. The
Central Committee has instructed you to make a great effort to check and punish corrupt officials
with great fanfare and vigor. ...... The Central Committee instructs you to make your first report to
the Central Committee on checking and punishing corrupt persons, roughly in the style of the
Beijing Municipal Committee's report, within one month of receiving these instructions. All
departments of the Central Government and the Military Commission are to make separate reports
to the Central Government and the Military Commission. All Central People's Government Party
groups, Central Bureaus, Branch Bureaus, Provincial Party Committees, Municipal Party
Committees, District Party Committees, L.ocal Party Committees, and County Party Committees
make reports to the Central Authorities and their superiors on a hierarchical basis. All reports from
the county committees and above are at the same time sent directly to the Central Committee, in

addition to being sent to their superiors." [19]

On the following day, after receiving a report from the Party Group of the Central Trade Ministry
on the fight against corruption and the punishment of corrupt persons, Mao Zedong went further
and explicitly requested all localities to "follow the Central Committee's instructions of December 1
at 20:00 hours, and, with reference to the analyses and methods of the Beijing Municipal Party
Committee and the Party Group of the Central Trade Ministry, to draw up their own plans for the
fight against corruption quickly and to begin to launch this struggle. The Party committees of the
various localities should unify the arrangements for this struggle, so that the government system
(focusing on the financial and economic departments and the general staff), the military system
(focusing on the logistical departments), and the system of party groups, all act at the same time."

[20] It was against this background that the "Three Anti" campaign was launched.

Mao Zedong's strong opposition

As soon as the deployment of the "Three Anti" campaign was announced, the central ministries

took the lead in submitting reports to the CCP Central Committee. According to the party groups of
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the Central Ministry of Finance, the Central Ministry of Trade, the Central Ministry of Water
Conservancy, the Central Ministry of Light Industry, and the head office of the People's Bank of
China, preliminary estimates based on some of the information already available indicated that the
number of embezzlers usually accounted for about 30-40% of the total number of people in the
organization. The embezzlers "are generally more new cadres than old cadres, more subordinates
than superiors, but the severity of the situation is more serious for superiors than for subordinates."
The methods of embezzlement included "selling financial information (e.g., informing capitalists of

changes in tax rates and prices of goods)"; "colluding with private merchants to steal and sell state

assets"; "buying at a low price and selling at a high price to make a profit"; "embezzling public
property and stealing from the public"; "supervising and stealing from the public"; and "embezzling
and stealing from the public". There are those who "embezzle public property and steal from the
public"; those who "make false accounts and documents"; those who "put in a big bucket of scales
and take out a small bucket of scales, and issue tax invoices with big heads and small tails"; those
who "extort money" under the guise of their positions; those who "extort money"; those who
"extort money"; and those who "extort money". "The"; there are "bribery, kickbacks"; there are
"reporting false accounts, eat the empty amount"; there are "public and private, the public and
private". More are "fake budgets, engage in two sets of accounts, ambush, misrepresentation of

expenditures, subordinate sets of superiors, loss of large public fat small public, as well as on the

pretext of 'improving the life of’ misappropriation of public funds, etc." and other acts. [21]

Since entering the city, Mao Zedong's greatest fear was that Party cadres at all levels would defeat
the war in the face of the great temptation of money and pleasure. Seeing at once that so many
cadres at all levels were corrupt and bribed to enrich themselves at the expense of the public,

naturally made him quite anxious.

On December 8, in reply to an inquiry from the Fujian Provincial Party Committee Office, Mao
Zedong sternly stated, "Of course most of the embezzlers, wasteful and bureaucratic elements are
not counter-revolutionaries (there may be some of them that is, counter-revolutionaries), and they
are guilty of embezzlement, wastefulness and bureaucracy. But this problem is now so serious that it

must be regarded as as important as the suppression of the counter-revolutionary struggle, the same
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mobilization of the masses to carry out the struggle with great fanfare, the same treatment of them
with death penalty and imprisonment, etc., and the same need to find out the situation and have a
good idea of the situation (what percentage of all staff members are guilty of corruption, and what
percentage of the light and heavy ones account for the heaviest), and to master the struggle in a
precise manner. " He also said, "The whole country may have to shoot 10,000 to tens of thousands

of embezzlers in order to solve the problem." [22]

The reports that came across Mao's desk at this time were alarming enough. In addition to the case

of Liu Qingshan and Zhang Zishan, other more typical cases were:

The Northwest Bureau reported, "A preliminary examination of the tax system in the Tianshui
Prefecture showed that embezzled cadres accounted for more than thirty percent of all cadres. Of
the twenty-seven county public security bureau chiefs in Shaanxi, seven were corrupt. In Jingyang
County, seven cadres above the level of district chief have been removed from their posts because
of corruption. It has been found that there are important cadres at the county and prefectural levels
who are corrupt, such as Ma Huating, deputy commander of the Weinan sub-district, who has a lot

of corrupt behavior." [23]

The North China Bureau reported, "Six hundred and seventy-four counter-revolutionaries, including
nineteen secret agents, were released and removed from control in a public security sub-bureau in
Tientsin (of which there are twelve in the city) for accepting bribes. The cadres and sergeants of this

sub-bureau were bribed by 3,514 merchants." [24]

The Central and Southern Bureau reported that "of the twenty-six cadres sent out from Jinxu
County in Jiangxi, that is, fifteen were corrupt, eleven fled home from the revolution as a result, and

of the fifty-eight cadres sent out from Suichuan County, only two were not corrupt.” [25]
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The Hebei Province newspaper said, "In Shijiazhuang City, two cadres were found to have
embezzled 30 million yuan in the rectification and review of cadres, and eight out of ten company

commanders of a regiment in the military district were found to have embezzled." [20]

The Gansu Provincial Party Committee reported, "Wudu tax director Feng Junming led a cadre of
seven people to collectively embezzle and accept bribes. Fifty-seven of the three hundred and nine
cadres of the Lanzhou Municipal Taxation Bureau were corrupt. Thirty-nine percent of the tax
cadres in Tianshui Prefecture were corrupt. Forty of the eighty-eight cadres of the Pingliang
Municipal Taxation Bureau were corrupt. One hundred and eighty cadres of the Provincial Grain
Bureau Transportation Company, eighty-one of them were embezzled. Twenty-five of the eight
county cadres of the Jiuquan Prefecture Grain Bureau were embezzled. Fifteen cadres of the
Yongdeng County Grain Bureau were collectively corrupt. ...... Haiyuan County Book, County
Governor, Minister of Organization, and Director of Public Security led forty cadres in collective

embezzlement of counter-revolutionary property." [27]

Since most of the reports at this time indicated that they had a basic grasp of the situation and were
tull of confidence in accomplishing the tasks of the struggle deployed by the central government,
Mao Zedong at this time also somewhat underestimated the difficulty and prospects for the
development of the "three counter-revolutionary" campaign. Considering that all the tasks scheduled
for 1952 were very difficult, on December 22 and 24, he even criticized one after another the
opinion of those who were prepared to spend several months and concentrate all their strength to
catry out the "Three Anti-campaigns" in a surprise attack, saying: "Some comrades think that it is
not easy to launch this campaign and that it will take several months to finish it. "Some comrades
think that it is not easy to launch this struggle and that it will take several months to finish it, and
this opinion is not quite correct." "In general, a month or so is about right. Especially in the case of
wastefulness in general, for an organ, about half a month or so is enough from the time of
investigation, study, criticism and inspection to the time when a new system is worked out to stop
wasteful spending. Many organizations have already had this experience. It is not a matter of

stopping all work and specializing in the three counter-struggles, but of combining them with all
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other work, especially with the work of rectifying the Party and the public morale, the three counter-

struggles being the main element of the present rectification." [28]

But within a few days, as more and more cases of corruption were reported, Mao became visibly
sullen. Noting that the problem of corruption was so setious, that "some Communists are worse
than the Kuomintang,"[29] that the Communist Party was on the verge of degeneration, and that
some party and government leaders were still inactive about the campaign, this caused Mao's attitude
to change again. First, in his instructions to the Party Committee of the Southwest Military Region
on the briefings on the Three Anti-corruption Struggles on the 30th, he requested that all the major
military regions issue weekly briefings on the Three Anti-corruption Struggles on a regular basis,
four times a month; and then on the same day, in the name of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CCPC), he issued a directive requesting that all the three levels of the
Central Committee, the administrative regions, and the provinces and municipalities, to "take a close
interest in the Three Anti-corruption Struggles" in their units. "campaign, "to make monthly reports
during the first four months of 1952, so that the Central Committee can make comparisons and see
which leading comrades at all levels are making active efforts in this serious struggle and which are
slacking off (the reasons for slacking off are bureaucracy on the part of the leaders and a lack of
clean hands on the part of the leaders) in order to impose rewards and punishments." Party and
government leaders with negative attitudes are "given a deadline (e.g., ten days) to comply with the
Central Government's resolution and seriously mobilize the masses to carry out the struggle against
corruption, waste and bureaucracy, or else they must be dismissed from their posts. If they have
evidence of corruption, they must also be expelled from the Party, and in serious cases, they must be

sent to the courts for punishment." [30]

On the morning of the 31st, Mao Zedong and convened a meeting to address the meeting, saying,
"If the three anti-bureaucratic campaigns are not countered, the Party will detetiorate. Counting
from the Second Plenum, if the Three Anti's are not catried out within ten years, the Communist
Party will become the Kuomintang. To say that the Party will not deteriorate is possible only if the
Three Anti-countermeasures are carried out. If we do not carry out the Three Anti-corruption

Campaigns, we can still be corrupted. In the past, we could not see it in the mountains, but we could

51



see it in the cities. Marxism is only effective if the Three Reflections are carried out. Without the
Three Reflections, neither Marxism nor the eight conditions for Communist Party members are
effective. Some people can't be seen without the Three Reflections, and some people can't be seen
in the Crackdown. Some public security officers are resolute in their struggle against the five
enemies, but they are just corrupt, such as Bu Shengyuan and Liu Qingshan (who have made
achievements in the Crackdown and have even traveled abroad). In the past, the whole party
rectification just rectify the bad people, not rectify the good people, this time is bad people and good
people a whole, good people rectify better. How much ...... counter how much, expulsion of four
million party members and one million eight hundred thousand ...... have no hesitation. In the past,
when I read the history of the United Communist Party, I saw a large number of expulsions of party
members, and I didn't understand it deeply at that time, but now I realize this. Only in this way can
the party be healthy." Some people ask: How is it considered to have met the standard? Mao
Zedong cleatly said, "It's 'fever and heat, vomiting and diarrhea,' otherwise the fire is not enough."
"The way to do it is to make a big fuss and thunder, to be more intense than combat. There is also a
deadline for launching, naming and reflecting, letting go of mobilizing the masses, and the
achievement is to hand in the numbers, to be big, the more and the bigger the more glorious, and all
that." Mao Zedong asked Yang Shangkun, Director of the General Office of the CPC Central
Committee, on the spot, "There are big tigers in all organs, but not in the organs of the Party Central
Committee?" Do you dare to write a pledge? Yang immediately promised to hand over 50. Mao
emphasized: "The places where big tigets are found are those where there is gold, wood, watet, fire
and earth (water mainly refers to ship transportation, fire refers to oil and electricity, and earth refers
to construction work - citation needed)." But at the same time, it also says: "Comrade An Ziwen and
other places are, indeed, clear-water government offices, but they are not too busy to draw

conclusions, let's see." [31]

In the afternoon of the same day, in accordance with Mao Zedong's request and the decision of the
Politburo meeting, the General Party Committee of the Organs Directly Under the Central
Government held an enlarged meeting of the Party Committee at Huairen Hall in Zhongnanhai with
hundreds of cadres of the Party, the government, the military, the corps, the groups, and other
organs of the Party at the level of division chiefs and above, in which Bo Yibo and the second

secretary of the General Party Committee of the Organs and member of the Central Committee of
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Provincial Inspection, An Ziwen, appeared to proclaim that: all departments of the central
government are under the central government, and that they are under a deadline for mobilizing the
public to expose and report and confess and on January 11 must hand over qualified reports to the
Central Committee, "Violators, no matter what ministers, governors, administrators, division chiefs,
directors, section chiefs, unit chiefs or managers, will be removed from their posts and investigated."
"No matter what people, ministers, directors ...... bureaucracy, unclean hands, all dismissed,
dismissed without food." Bo Yibo and announced on the spot on the Military Commission, Minister
of Technology Dai Jingyuan, the Central Ministry of Transportation, Zhang Wenang, Director of
the General Office and the Ministry of Heavy Industry, Lu Da "dismissed and investigated". Units
in charge of the meeting "the same day back, overnight meeting, New Yeat's Day meeting the whole

day. Many ministers, deputy ministers to a reunion to go back, the theater also do not see." [32]

On January 4, in conjunction with the Central Ministry of Finance's report on the "Three Anti-
countermeasures," Mao introduced the experience of the December 31 mobilization meeting of the
CPC Central Committee to the Party leadership at all levels, including the Central Bureaus and sub-
bureaus, explaining, "Such meetings of senior cadres are now required to take place once every ten
days, and no leave of absence is permitted, except in the case of serious illness. No leave of absence
is allowed except for serious illness. It is estimated that by the end of January the problem can be
basically solved at the central level." All localities should follow suit, "Immediately grasp the three
anti-struggles, shorten the time for learning documents (four or five days is enough), hold cadres'
meetings, launch the struggle within a time limit (e.g., ten days), send in the report, and remove and
investigate those who violate the rules, whether they are bureaucrats or embezzlers, no matter what
they are. At the cadres' meeting the backward units and their leaders should be criticized by name,
and the units and their leaders who have done well should be rewarded by name, and the names of
those who have been dismissed and the reasons for their dismissal should be announced." The
Central Committee commissioned Bo Yibo to use the telephone to communicate directly with the
responsible comrades, "calling every three to five days to check the progress of the three

countermeasures in each district." [33]
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Under Mao Zedong's impetus, the "Three Anti-countermeasures" campaign began to be rapidly
mobilized throughout the country. Beijing even took the lead in pushing the campaign into the
business community, which was largely responsible for corrupting the cadres. It was reported that
"in a little more than a week, 3,125 meetings were held in various industries. ...... Now more than
7,000 public officials and employees of public enterprises have confessed to embezzlement or taking
advantage of the public. Of these, 7,171 have embezzled less than one million dollars, 362 between
one million and five million dollats, 31 between five million and ten million dollars, 33 between ten
million and fifty million dollars, three between fifty million and one hundred million dollars, and two
above one hundred million dollars. One thousand six hundred and fifty-nine households in the
industrial and commercial sector have already confessed and reported 2,923 persons for
embezzlement or bribery." As a result of the broadening of the scope of the struggle, the Beijing
Municipal Committee found that "the content and scale of the struggle were much more complex
and larger than we had imagined at the beginning of the movement." "On the part of public
officials, there were all kinds of embezzlement, theft, cheating of public property, taking 'kickbacks,'
eating 'bottom money, and greedily taking advantage of small advantages in the public sector; there
were private factories, stores, and the use of all kinds of conditions in the public sector under false
pretenses of public assistance Figure profiteering disguised as theft; there is the use of power and
position of extortion, take advantage of the people's behavior; there are a vatiety of accepting bribes,
collusion and harboring businessmen to steal and cheat public property; there are a variety of life
and work in the waste and violation of the system, the public for the public and other behaviors.
The most serious cases of ...... embezzlement are among tax officials (about forty percent of the total
number of people who have confessed), cooperative officials (about seventeen percent of the total
number of people who have confessed), trade organizations, and various kinds of purchasing
officials. Extortion is practiced mainly by lower-ranking members of the Public Security
Department, and the targets of extortion are mainly controlled elements and reactionary club
members." "Some members of the public still have scruples about a number of police stations and
are therefore afraid to report them. We have decided to collectively train station chiefs with bad
practices and call on those who have committed acts of corruption and extortion to confess. In
addition, in order to make it easier for the public to report, reception stations and report boxes have
been set up throughout the city, with proper personnel assigned to them." It was decided to unify

the management of the production of each unit, which had been the cause of corruption. [34]
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With regard to this experience in Beijing, Mao immediately approved it to be followed in all large,
medium and small cities. "It is essential to make all private industrialists and businessmen who are
involved with the public sector and who have committed such offenses as embezzlement, bribery,
tax evasion, theft, and so on, confess or report all their offenses, and to pay special attention to the
launching of this struggle with great vigor in Tientsin, Tsingtao, Shanghai, Nanking, Guangzhou,
Wuhan, Chungking, Shenyang, and in the provincial cities of all the provinces, in order to bring to
an end the rampant attack (which is far worse than the attack which has been made by the
bourgeoisie against the Party for three years) which the bourgeoisie has made against the Party over
this issue. By launching this struggle with great vigor, we will give a resolute counter-attack to the
bourgeoisie's rampant attacks on our Party on this question over the past three years (which are even
more dangerous and serious than the war), and deal a major blow, and strive to basically accomplish
this task within two to three months. The Party committees at all levels are requested to make a
close deployment of this matter, treating this struggle as a large-scale class struggle. Such deployment
should be carried out both internally (in the organs, schools, troops and public enterprises) and
externally (in the private industrial and commercial sector), with close coordination between the
leading organs and the courts, with vigorous propaganda in the newspapers and on the radio, and

with attention to organizing internal notification of confidential information." [35]

By explicitly linking the "Three Anti" struggles with the question of the fight against the bourgeoisie,
and by declaring that the bourgeoisie had been "attacking furiously" the CCP for three years, and by
emphasizing that this attack was "even more dangerous and serious than a war", this made the
"Three Anti" struggles even more difficult. "This has turned the struggle, which was originally aimed
at cleaning up the corrupt elements within the regime, into a class struggle of a deadly nature. Under
such circumstances, the estimation of the situation would naturally become more and more setious,
and any report that did not raise the problem of corruption in one's own region or unit to such a
high level, or that did not estimate it seriously enough, would inevitably be severely criticized by Mao
Zedong. In Mao's words: any report in which it is stated that the situation of embezzlement is not
very serious, that the number of people embezzled is small, and that the amount of money is not
large, is untrue. "Do not be deceived by untrue reports from below." [36] Where the anti-corruption

struggle of the lower organs is not as good as that of the central organs, "it is the leaders there who
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are not good, and the approach and methods are not right, and they must be reviewed and corrected
at once." [37] Mao also contrasted the reports of the Jining and Zunyi military divisions, approving
them as follows: We "do not want to read those reports which seem to be peaceful. The Jining
Military Division only talks about waste and corruption in life, but does not yet mention incidents of
embezzlement. Like a military division must have a large number of embezzlers, looking around
strict attention, all the troops did not effectively expose the problem and solve the problem, must be
done from scratch, do a good job of the three anti-revolution and then do the integration. If the
three countermeasures are not done propetly, integration will not be permitted for one day." "This
report of the Zunyi sub-district is much closer to the truth than the report of the Jining sub-district,
which has just been forwarded. There is no doubt that there must be a large number of embezzlers
in a sub-district, an army, a small city, or a county. Anyone who says that there is only waste but no
corruption, or that there is very little corruption, is not reliable and must not be believed. After the
wastefulness is stopped in a gust of wind, the corruption must be pursued immediately. Those who
are unable to solve the problem of corruption by themselves should have their superiors send
inspection teams down to supervise and pursue them, and make sure that all the corrupt elements
are found out before they are stopped." [38] Taking this as a criterion, he again asserted, "The
reports of the various units, all of which are painless and perfunctory, and whose leaders are either

butreaucrats or embezzlers, should be criticized at once." [39]

At this time, the CCP had not long been in the city, and many systems had not yet been established
and perfected; the parallel supply system and wage system alone caused many problems, not to
mention the so-called organ production and its unit kitty (also known as the "kitty"), which had been
brought over from the war period and used by various departments and organs for the welfare of
the unit, and which was suspected of being used by the cadres in charge at all levels. Illegal profits,
tax evasion, misappropriation of public funds, public enrichment and serious violations of financial
discipline. No one can tell for a while what is considered corruption, what is considered waste, and
what are the policy boundaries of corruption and waste. This situation can not help but greatly
bound the hands and feet of leading cadres at all levels, so that many people are afraid of the end.
Chen Yi, who was responsible for leading the "Three Anti" campaign in the East China Military
Region, reported, "The East China Three Anti Campaign, which was launched on January 6 by the

chairman of the committee, has been carried out on a large scale by means of deadlines, name-
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calling, and inventory." However, we "deeply feel that the leaders at all levels, especially those above
the middle level, are hard pressed. In the past, whenever Chairman Mao shouted, he would call out
to all, but this time the three countermeasures could not be shouted up. The fundamental problem is

that the leaders are "partly unclean and first afraid." [40]

It was precisely because of this situation that no matter how much Mao Zedong called for letting go
of the Three Anti-corruption Measures, leaders of various localities and departments still tried to set
up standards to differentiate the boundaries of corruption and waste in order to avoid a chaotic
struggle that would bring down the work. On this point, a report of the Party Committee of the
Chuannan District made it very clear. It pointed out that corruption was very common among
cadres at all levels, but that "corruption is more setious below the county level than above it, and it
is estimated that many responsible county and district cadres will have to collapse. How to strike a
balance between the three counter-revocations and the land reform, and how to make sure that the
vast majority of cadres can be saved without collapsing, is a policy issue that deserves careful
consideration." [41] Cleatly, this was not a troublesome problem at the county and district level
alone, but also one faced by many higher authorities. Without a clear definition of the criteria for
embezzlement and waste, it would be difficult to get the leading cadres of the many departments to

clean themselves up and come forward to lead the movement.

For this reason, the East China Bureau at this time took the lead in proposing four criteria for
dividing waste and corruption, stressing that waste caused by insufficient or no experience at all,
waste caused by a system that had not been set up or could not be set up in a short time, and
personal overspending approved or decided by the organization, as well as waste caused by the
production of organs in the area of subsidies and improvement of the collective life, should be paid
attention to and corrected in the future, but there was no need to pursue the matter in the past. Only
"corruption of personal enjoyment, special living and corruptive squandering, that is, waste
bordering on corruption or waste derived from corruption, should be particularly scrutinized and

denounced." [42]
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The General Political Department of the Military Commission also explicitly instructed the
Southwest Military Region that it must be prudent to declare that 34 percent of the personnel in the
region's logistics system were guilty of embezzlement. In particular, "a distinction must be made and
treated separately between acts of embezzlement and the general wrongdoing of not distinguishing
between public and private affairs; taking advantage of the public's small advantages cannot be called

embezzlement." [43]

The Central Economy Inspection Committee could not but eventually issue instructions stating that
overspending by supply system cadres should be divided into two categories: individual
overspending and overspending on the collective life of the organization. Collective living
overspending could not be regarded as embezzlement, and too much overspending could be
regarded as waste. Even personal overspending should be divided into three categories: "The first
category is reasonable overspending, which is indispensable after entering the city, but there are no
explicit regulations yet. This type of overspending is perfectly legal if it is approved by the proper
governing body; if not, it can only be considered a lack of organizational formalities, not waste, let
alone embezzlement. The second type of overspending is wasteful living, which is wasteful in nature,
not embezzlement, and should be reviewed and corrected. ...... The third category is overspending
that borders on embezzlement, which should be subject to strict review, immediate cessation of
such expenditures, and appropriate administrative sanctions." As for the more common problem of
turning big publics into small publics, it should be recognized as a violation of financial discipline.
"The causes of this phenomenon, some of which are intentional violations of fiscal discipline by the
parties concerned, and some of which are the result of the fact that the fiscal system itself is not yet
sound, should not be uniformly regarded as embezzlement and waste. To determine whether or not
the big publicizing of small publics in each unit is embezzlement or waste, it should be decided on
the basis of the use of the small publics. If the use is proper, the error is only in the area of fiscal
formalities; if the use is improper, it is waste or embezzlement, respectively, depending on the

circumstances." [44]

Mao was not really prepared enough to deal with all the above complications. For example, both the

Central and South Bureau and the East China Bureau reported that at present organ production and
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small family possessions were very common. There is a lot of property, in ministries, divisions,
sections, and even in districts, counties, and districts, with "the big ones possessing billions of yuan,
and the small ones a few million yuan," most of which is used on a few cadres, "and the production
of organs is actually linked to commercial speculation, opening the door to corruption and bribery.
From the large number of problems that have already been exposed, it is clear that the small family
business has few benefits and many disadvantages, and that it needs to be outlawed in a systematic
manner." Mao Zedong also said that it would be difficult to solve the problem for a while, but could
only temporarily "entrust the original authorities with the responsibility of management, and shall
not draw any personnel and property", waiting for the central government to study a practicable
solution that included the party, the government, the military, and the people. [45] But it is not
difficult to understand that Mao did not advocate giving the masses too many boxes and restrictions.
His disapproval of the General Political Department's instructions to the Southwest Military Region
was made clear on the grounds that "it is factually correct that thirty-four percent of the corrupt
elements were cleared out of the logistics system of the Southwest Military Region. The present bias
of most of the organs and units is that they are unwilling or unaware of the need to seriously go
through the process of clearing out the embezzlers." [46] His instructions to the report of the
Southwest Military Region were, "We are not afraid of a large number of people and large sums of
money being embezzled, but we are only afraid of not being able to mobilize the masses in the
struggle and not being able to clear up all types of embezzlers, large, medium and small." [47] He
repeatedly admonished the Party committees at all levels, saying, "No matter which system or organ
of the Party, government, army, or people, as long as a large number of people are in charge of
money and goods, there must be a large number of embezzlers. Many organs are oppressing
democracy, and the masses are extremely resentful. Some organs are extremely bureaucratic, and
their leaders are detached from the masses, making the situation unseemly. All this must be
thoroughly exposed before the problem can be solved." [48] As for the possible collapse of all
cadres as a result of the anti-corruption efforts of many grassroots authorities, Mao advocated,
"Don't be afraid, there will be replacements. Collapse is good; if the bourgeois bastion does not
collapse, our Communist Party will collapse. Sacrifice the corrupt and sacrifice the Party and the

people, one of the two must be sacrificed." [49]

Promotion of the "Tiger Fight" Campaign
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Bo Yibo, who was in charge of guiding the national "Three Anti-corruption" campaign, was
naturally well aware of Mao's dissatisfaction. In his January 19th report on the "Three Anti-
corruption Campaign" of the Central Government, Bo Yibo stated on the one hand that "about
10,000 people have been found to have committed acts of corruption, including 18 people who have
embezzled from 100 million yuan to several billion yuan, and about 130 people who have embezzled
more than 10 million yuan and less than 100 million yuan. " On the other hand, it is specifically
stated that "this figure is far behind the actual situation. According to the material that has now been
initially grasped, it seems that there are at least forty or fifty more big embezzlers of more than one
hundred million and several billion dollars, in addition to the eighteen mentioned above." "If these
big embezzlers are not thoroughly purged in this campaign, they will temporarily go into hiding
during the climax of the campaign, and after a gust of wind has passed, they will continue to rise up
and do evil again." Therefore, in spite of the great achievements made, the Party Committee of the
Central Organs "decided to reorganize its forces and to make a fierce attack on the big embezzlers

within eight days, from the 20th to the 27th." [50]

Since Bo Yibo was also the secretary of the North China Bureau of the CCP and the political
commissar of the North China Military Region, he called a meeting with the heads of the North
China Military Region on the 19th to specifically deploy the "campaign" goal for the following week:
"Concentrate on catching the big tigers". The strategy was: "(1) Distinguish between corruption and
waste, and make some leading comrades step down in order to command the battle. (2) Remove the
corrupt hats of some small people who do not distinguish between public and private affairs and
take advantage of small advantages, and point out their mistakes, so that they are not considered to
be corrupt. (3) To reduce or exempt from criminal punishment those who have confessed
voluntarily, refunded the stolen goods as appropriate, resolved to repent and not to repeat the crime,
and embezzled less than ten million yuan under non-serious circumstances, so as to make them put
down their burdens." And then "assign tasks", that is, "according to the key units and existing clues
by, each unit of self-reporting public discussion, within a week to submit embezzlement of 10
million how many people's task, and strive to exceed". [51] And layers of distribution of "tiger"
figures, but also Mao Zedong this time to break through the "three anti-" launch bottleneck of a

way.
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On January 22, Mao Zedong received a report from the North China Military Region on the same
day that he was about to forward it to various places, with the following instructions: "The report of
the North China Military Region of January 22 is very good, and this is the opinion of the Central
Committee, so please follow it as a whole." At the same time, he instructed in a telegram to the
Central and South China and East China Military Regions, "Your two major military regions
(meaning Central and South China and East China) have stipulated that January should be
dominated by the three counter-insurgencies in conjunction with the reorganization, and we have
agreed to this. Now it does not seem right; we must carry out the three counter-insurgencies with all
our strength, and then integrate after the three counter-insurgencies are completed; no one in the
whole army is allowed to make an exception. The time will be extended to February 10 as previously
announced. Please talk to the military districts by telephone at least once every three days, and do
not rely solely on telegrams. In the reports on the three counter-attacks of the military districts and
armies belonging to your two major military districts, there are many units which are not vigorous
enough, and there are too many empty words which are unsatisfactory, so I ask you to criticize
them, and to order them to make a review within a period of time, and to pay particular attention to
hitting the big tigers which have a value of more than 100 million yuan. The tigers cleared out by the
major military regions and by you are too few. Like the three major military region systems in east
central and south central and southwestern China are estimated to have at least two hundred or
more big tigets, and east central and south central China may have even more, so don't let them slip
through the cracks. I hope that each military region will give me an estimate of the number of big

tigers. (At the central level, it is estimated that at least seventy big tigers can be hit)."[52]

On the same day, the North China Bureau also reported the report of the Shanxi Provincial Party
Committee on the "Three Countermeasures". The report stated that many places where the
campaign was not well carried out were either because the leading cadres were bureaucratic and
insensitive, or because they had serious problems of their own, and that some party and government
leaders at one level had degenerated to the point where they were "no different from capitalists”. In
this regard, the provincial party committee "by the provincial party committee members to take the
lead, to promote all levels of party and government cadres in charge of the cadres and masses of

their own organs to take off their pants, once through the failure, the second time to come back";
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and send competent cadres to the backward and serious problems of the unit to sit in the town of
command, to give the masses backing, "if necessary, can be taken by extraordinary means, the those
'stones’ which ate obstacles to the movement down." [The North China Bureau spoke highly of this,
saying: "The experience of Shanxi proves once again that it is the key to mobilizing the masses for
the chiefs to bravely "take off their pants" and take the lead in reviewing the situation at all levels.
For the insensitive and serious bureaucratic elements and leaders with unclean hands, it is necessary
to take the approach of attacking from above and below, so that they can vigorously save
themselves, leave their baggage behind, and do not hesitate to engage in fighting and attacking the
enemy. For leaders at all levels who have no courage to expose themselves and have no intention of
fighting against the enemy, they should either be dismissed and the obstacles removed, or they
should be left alone for the time being (i.e., be made to leave their posts and reflect on themselves),
so as not to delay the tense and urgent central task of "fighting the big tigers"." Mao Zedong also
particularly appreciated this report, special instructions: "Shanxi Provincial Party Committee this
report is very good, make sure that comrades read several times, pay attention to the imitation of the

line, and in the party magazine published, so that the majority of cadres to see." [54]

After experiencing the anti-reverse movement, the leading cadres at all levels had long been familiar
with the Central Committee's practice of assigning tasks and targets during the movement.
Therefore, after Bo Yibo's report on the 19th, coupled with Mao's series of instructions, most
organs and units responded quickly. The Party Committee of the Air Force Organs Directly Under
the Air Force then reported, "After listening to Comrade Bo Yibo's report at the enlarged meeting
of the General Party Committee of the C.C.C. on January 19, the Air Force Party Committee held
an enlarged meeting on the 20th to conduct a study and on the morning of the 21st held a meeting
of activists of the Air Force Organs Directly Under the Air Force, a total of more than one hundred
and seventy, to lay out the 'Fight the Tiger ' work." [55] While explicitly recognizing the report, Mao
also specifically cautioned the localities, saying, "Some people think that the Party organs,
propaganda and cultural and educational organs, and popular organizations, which do not use a lot
of money, must not have any big tigers, which is incorrect. A few days ago, they thought that there
was not a single tiger in the Central Cultural and Educational Organs, but after the last two days of
searching and researching, they found that at least fifteen big tigers who had embezzled more than

one hundred million yuan could be caught. Therefore, please pay attention to the fact that after the
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intensified development of the "Three Anti's' struggle in each department and each region, it is
necessaty to direct the comrades' attention to the search for big tigers, to pursue and catch them,
and not to stop, not to slacken off, and not to be satisfied with the achievements already made. In
this regard, estimates should be drawn up in the light of the situation and handed over to the various
departments to strive for the fulfillment of the task. In the course of the struggle, new tasks should
be added according to the development of the situation. For example, at the central level, of the
10,000 embezzlers (many of whom were found to have made very small sums of money, under very
minor circumstances, and were so close to embezzlement that they could not actually be called
embezzlers) found prior to January 18, there were only eighteen major embezzlers of more than 100
million yuan. As of January 18, it was thought that 50 more could be identified. In the last two days,
there has been an increase. It is expected that there will be more in the future. This experience must
be brought to your attention, and it must be pointed out to the comrades that if they are not willing
to harbour the big embezzlers, so that in the future when they are found out (and they will be found
out one day), they themselves will be blamed and punished, they should organize all the forces

available to them in order to fight for the search of all hidden big embezzlers." [50]

On January 24, the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee held a meeting to study the issue
of the "three countermeasures", and when it came to the figures of the central authorities in the
fight against the "tigers", the participants were obviously dissatisfied with the original estimates.
Seeing that the campaign of fighting "tigers" in vatious organs was in full swing, the original plan of
fighting 70 "tigers" had been broken through, and some people had already raised the question that
the number of "tigers" might reach 150 or more. Some people had already raised the question that
the number of "tigers" might reach 150 or more. Mao Zedong was so excited about this that he
immediately gave instructions in a briefing paper of the Southwest Military Region: "Each large
military region (including all levels of military regions and armies) has at least a few hundred tigers of
various sizes, and if we fail to catch them, we will be defeating the war. At the local level, there may
be several hundred tigers in each big province, one hundred to several hundred tigers in each big
city, and thousands of tigers in Shanghai. At the central level yesterday it was thought that there were
only eighty or so, but today at the meeting there were one hundred and fifty, possibly up to two
hundred." [57]
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It was in the grip of such a mood that Mao apparently appreciated particulatly those reports with
large numbers and proportions. At this point he was very pleased with the report of the Party
Committee of the Nineteenth Cotps of the Volunteer Army concerning the ministry's statement that
"among the general cadres of financial management, some units have revealed that more than eighty
percent of them are corrupt, and in some cases, even up to one hundred percent". He explicitly
approved: "This understanding is in line with the facts." Unfortunately, "from the reports on the
three countermeasures received by me from the various corps and divisions of the Volunteer Army,
it seems that those who have such an understanding are still in the minority, and most of them do
not have such an understanding." As a matter of fact, "there is corruption not only in the financial
and economic departments, but also in the Command Political Department and other departments."”
"A staggering number of hundreds and thousands of small and medium-sized embezzlers must

be ...... frankly prosecuted and checked out from all levels and all departments." "According to my
speculation, it is likely that several hundred big and small tigers will be caught among the more than
one million volunteers, and you should fight for this goal. These big and small tigers are the bastions
placed by the bourgeoisie inside our army; they are already bourgeois elements, enemies who have
defected from the people, and if they are not punished, they will be a source of endless trouble."
"Anyone who says that corruption is impossible in the Korean environment, anyone who thinks that
he is satisfied and has won by clearing out a group of small and medium-sized corrupt elements,
must be criticized. Those who have already closed must start all over again, and if one month is not
enough, add another month. If two months are not enough, add another month." [58] He openly

called for "organizing all possible forces to fight for the search of all hidden big embezzlers." [59]

Mao's three orders finally had a noticeable effect. The number of "big tigers" with hundreds of
millions of dollars of corruption that the central authorities had uncovered or were able to uncover
reached 400 in a few days. In Beijing, 36 "big tigers" with hundreds of millions of yuan had been
found and 40 had been identified, while it was planned that 100 would be hit by the organs and
enterprises and 300 by the industrial and commercial circles. [Naturally, the North China Bureau was
not willing to be left behind, and strictly ordered the local and provincial committees to "make
specific plans to fight tigers, with a certain number, a certain period of time, and according to the
development of the situation, there should also be additional figures." This was to be used as a

criterion for evaluating whether the leaders of the various departments were making efforts in the
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"Three Anti-Tiger" struggle. [61] And after the North China Military Region received Mao's initial
commendation on January 22, the "Three Anti-countermeasures” struggle also advanced by leaps
and bounds. Through the organization of the "tiger-fighting base team", "special cases, special
people, packages and packages of investigation", on the 23rd, that is, 64 large and medium-sized
tigers, "on the 24th and caught more than 10 million yuan of 37, 25 days caught 10 million yuan of
more than 48, five days caught 10 million yuan of more than 48, and five days caught 10 million
yuan of more than 48, and the military region in North China, after Mao Zedong's initial praise. On
the twenty-fourth, thirty-seven of those with over ten million yuan were caught, and on the twenty-
tifth, forty-eight of those with over ten million yuan were caught, making a total of one hundred and
forty-nine in five days." "The total number of tigers captured since the Three Anti-countermeasures
was 288. Among them, there are twelve big tigers and eighteen medium-sized tigers (over 50 million
yuan). The amount of money embezzled by these tigers (totaling more than 6.5 billion yuan) is only
based on their own preliminary admissions; in the future, when they are squeezed clean, some of the
small tigers will surely be medium-sized tigers, and some of the medium-sized tigers will surely be
big tigers." The report also states, "It is estimated that some small tigers will become medium tigers
and some medium tigers will become big tigers. The report also suggested that "it is estimated that a
number of really big tigers have not yet been caught" and that forces were still being organized to
carry out raids. [62] Mao Zedong also spoke highly of this achievement, not only forwarding his
report to all regions, but also authorizing them to learn from his experience. He said, "The North
China Military Region, which had achieved very little in the past, has made rapid progress in the last
five days after severe supervision, catching many tigers, which is encouraging. Fighting tigers should
have a set of tactics, where it has been generally launched, we should quickly sum up the experience

and organize special tiger-fighting troops to the size of the tiger raid." [63]

Seeing that the number of "tigers" was rising, Mao Zedong believed more and more that there was
no end to the search for "tigers" On January 30, the North China Bureau reported that 48 "tigers"
had been caught in Shanxi Province in a week, and they believed that Shanxi deserved to catch
"tigers". In their opinion, Shanxi should have caught 1,000 to 1,300 tigers. Mao Zedong said, "I
think this number is only a minimum estimate, but in reality it may be much higher, not counting the
tigers in society, i.e., in the industrial and commercial circles."[64] The North China Bureau reported

that Shanxi caught 48 "tigers" in a week. [64] The East China Military Region reported that it
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planned to fight 200 tigers, and Mao Zedong said, "A large military region will not have only 200 or
so big tigers, but it is appropriate to set such a number for the first time, and the task of fighting
tigers can be added gradually in the future according to the deepening of understanding." " The goal
of the struggle must be reached through strict supervision and constant additional tasks. [65] The
Northeast Bureau reported that it had cleared out more than 160,000 large and small embezzlers,
and that it planned to fight 500 "big tigers" at all levels of Party, government, and military organs as
well as among the staffs of enterprises. Mao Zedong replied, "It is appropriate for you to aim at 500
for the time being." But "Based on the fact that there are 400 big tigers among 120,000 people at the
central level, there may be more than 500 big tigers among the staff of Party, government and
military organs and enterprises at all levels throughout the Northeast, and the number may be

double or several times that." [60]

In order to pursue the attack and set off a bigger wave of tiger fighting, the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) at this time specifically authorized the holding of a public trial
of the great embezzlers in Beijing. Bo Yibo, director of the Central Public Prosecution Commission,
and Luo Ruiging, minister of public security, spoke at the conference. The meeting pronounced on
the spot the death sentences of Song Degui of the Administrative Department of the Ministry of
Public Security and Xue Kunshan of the Business Department of the China National Livestock
Corporation. Mao Zedong also personally scrutinized and revised Bo Yibo's speech, and publicly
declared: "As long as the embezzlement is setious and there is solid evidence, no matter how much
he refuses to admit it, whether it amounts to one hundred million yuan or less than one hundred
million yuan, he can be recognized as a major embezzler and sentenced to death." However, as long
as the person can voluntarily confess or can make meritorious contributions to atone for his crime,

he can be punished leniently according to the specific situation. [67]

According to the standards set by the Central Committee of the Communist Party at this time, "All
staff members of state organs, enterprises, party schools and their affiliates who use their official
position to embezzle, steal, cheat, or arbitrage the state's property and solicit other people's property,
accept bribes, and illegally gain benefits under false pretenses of public office, are embezzlers."

Those who embezzled more than 100 million yuan were considered "big tigers", those who
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embezzled more than 30 million yuan but less than 100 million yuan were considered medium tigers,
those who embezzled more than 10 million yuan but less than 30 million yuan were considered small
tigers, and those who embezzled less than 10 million yuan were considered ordinary embezzlers. [68]
However, the criteria for "big tigers" clearly changed when Mao Zedong criticized the draft of Bo
Yibo's speech. In his February 2 approval of Li Fuchun's report to the Central Financial and
Economic Committee's debriefing session, Mao explained, "A big tiger is not limited to 100 million
yuan or more, and all six items mentioned in Fuchun's report should be counted as big tigers."
These are: "(1) Individuals who have embezzled more than 100 million yuan. (2) Those who have
embezzled less than 100 million yuan, but have caused great economic losses to the country. For
example, if one sells 200 million yuan of the country's goods to a private merchant and gets 60
million yuan for himself, the country actually loses 200 million yuan and the merchant makes a lot of
money. (3) Organizers and masterminds of collective embezzlement cases involving more than 100
million yuan. The mastermind does not care whether his personal gains amount to 100 million yuan
ot not. (4) Those who embezzled more than fifty million yuan, but of a setious nature, such as
withholding relief food and embezzling donations for the fight against the U.S. and North Korea.

(5) Sitting on the sidelines. Those who collude with private businessmen to steal economic
information or use their positions for self-enrichment, regardless of how much money they get, but
the national loss is 100 million yuan or more. (6) Those who concealed and swallowed up state
property or bureaucratic capital unreported at the time of the nation's liberation, the value of which
was over one hundred million yuan." In addition to this, Mao Zedong also suggested that while
investigating the "economic traitors" planted by the bourgeoisie within our regime, attention should
also be paid to the problem of investigating the "political traitors". He said: "Following the
development of the investigation of economic traitors, many political traitors will be uncovered, and

some of the economic traitors are themselves political traitors, so please pay attention to this." [69]

[69]

At this time, the revelation of corruption at the grassroots level made Mao feel even more
dissatisfied with the current program of fighting "tigers" in various places. For example, "The Wuzhi
County authorities in the Plain Province have initially identified eighteen tigers worth more than ten
million dollars, including a big tiger worth more than one hundred million dollars. If the county

continues to search and capture, the number may exceed this number." "According to a preliminary
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survey of nine villages in Xianghe County, Hebei Province, the village cadres who have committed
acts of corruption account for seventy-two percent of the total number of village cadres in the
greater number, thirteen percent in the lesser number, and thirty-three percent on the average; seven
out of nine branch secretaries are corrupt, and eight out of nine village chiefs are corrupt, and
among them there is one village cadre who alone has embezzled more than 10,000 pounds of grain,
and who is a small tiger. " Therefore, Mao Zedong demanded that great attention be paid to this
everywhere, emphasizing, "Whoever says that there are no tigers or very few tigers at the county
level should be refuted at once on the basis of the evidence of Wuzhi County." "Whoever says that
there is no or very little corruption among the rural cadres, and whoever says that there is corruption
in the villages but no tigers (not, of course, that there must be tigers in every township), should

immediately refute him on the basis of the evidence of Xianghe County." [70]

The above change in the criteria for "big tigers" and the expansion of the leads in the investigation
of "tigers" naturally led Mao to believe that the number of tigers should be greater. Therefore, at this
time, he not only severely criticized the places and units with small numbers of tiger-fighting plans,
but also began to follow the experience of the counter-revolutionary campaigns, checking the
numbers of tiger-fighting plans and allocating targets according to the proportion of the population

in each place. [71]

On February 4 and 5, Mao successively criticized the Central and South China Bureau and the South
China Branch for "exerting too little pressure on the provinces and accommodating their right-
leaning ideology," and for allocating too small and unrealistic numbers. For example, "there are at
least several hundred, if not thousands, of large, medium and small tigers in the Guangdong Military
Region system, including the coastal defense and the various armies, but you have only allocated 20
large tigers and 180 small and medium tigers to that military region, which is totally inappropriate."
[72] Criticizing "Chongqing for planning to catch only two hundred or a few dozen tigers is totally
unrealistic." [73] Criticized the Shandong branch for "lax supervision of the following, for failing to
criticize the right-leaning thinking of the cadres who did not know enough about the big
embezzlers," and for "having no success in fighting the tigers." "In a province as large as Shandong,

with five parties, the government, the military, the people, and the academy, a dozen large and
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medium-sized cities, and many sub-districts and counties, there should be not a few hundred but a
few thousand big and small tigers of more than ten million dollars, not one or two thousand but
three or four thousand. Among them, more than 100 million yuan of big tigers to one-tenth, should
be not dozens but hundreds." Shandong, however, "has not yet made a budget for fighting tigers in
the province, including the Party, government, military, and civilian systems above the county level."

[74]

At the same time, in approving the North China Bureau's circular on the cessation of all internal and
external duties of Jin Cheng, a member of the Hebei Provincial Party Committee, and Wang
Guanghua, the commander of the Provincial Military Region, who was to make a thorough
introspection within a week and then be dealt with, Mao Zedong wrote: "The population of Hebei
Province (excluding the cities of Beijing and Tianjin) is 30 million, and the provision for fighting two
thousand three hundred small tigers and two hundred large tigers is appropriate. Each province is
requested to prescribe its own plan for fighting tigers according to its population and other
characteristics. At the present time, just as the comrades at the beginning of the crackdown
underestimated the seriousness of the counter-revolution, they underestimated the existence of the
big corrupt elements, that is to say, there exists a serious right-leaning ideology, which has to be
constantly criticized in order to overcome such erroneous thinking. Its seriousness must be decided
individually by the Central Bureaus, Branch Bureaus and the Party Committees of the military
districts, as was done by the North China Bureau with regard to the Hebei Provincial Committee,

and swiftly and without hesitation." [75]

On the same day, Mao also spoke highly of Bo Yibo's and Liu Lantao's report on the North China
Bureau's plan to capture 120,000 tigers in February, but questioned the Northeast Bureau's figure for
"tiger fighting. When he approved Bo and Liu's report to the Central Bureaus, he wrote: "This
report of yours has at once raised the level of tiger hunting in a large administrative region to a very
high level. You plan to catch more than 11,000 tigers of all sizes in the region by the end of
February, and that includes only those above the county level, not those below the county level, and
only those within the party, government, army, civil society and academia, not those in the industrial

and commercial sectors. There is no government in North China, and the military district system in
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North China is not as large as some military districts, so it is still possible to catch as many tigers as
this, and other large districts should have more. The Northeast Bureau called on February 1 and
said, "The number of tigers in the Northeast is estimated to be not less than 2,000". The size of the
tigers was not specified here. If we include large, medium and small tigers, the number is too low,
and there should be more than 20,000 large, medium and small tigers in the Northeast. ...... All'in all,
the increase in the number of tigers proves that the understanding has progressed, the confidence

has increased, and the strength has grown." [70]

It is worth noting that Mao Zedong at this time attached considerable importance to the proportion
of the number of the nature of the unit, that is, the presence or absence of a large number of
management of money and property departments, but not particularly important. For example, on
February 4, Mao Zedong explicitly approved the plan for the Central and South Military Region,
saying, "The plan of the units of the Central and South Military Region directly under the Central
and South Military Region to fight one hundred and six big tigers and three hundred and fifty-seven
small tigers as reported by the Central and South Military Region Committee in its February 1
telegram is, in our opinion, appropriate." [77] However, when the Central and South Military Region
reported on the 6th of February that in addition to the troops of the directly subordinate organs of
the whole military region, it was also planning to fight 107 big tigers and more than 1,100 small and
medium tigers, Mao Zedong criticized his "plan as too small", saying, ""The number of big tigers
should be increased by at least five times, i.e., not one hundred and seven, but more than 500 tigerts.
The number of small and medium-sized tigers should not be more than 1,100, but more than 5,000.
This number can include the direct departments of the big military districts." [78] The reason for
this is that the ratio of the number of troops in the directly subordinate organs of the Central and
Southern Military Region to the number of troops in the other subordinate units of the Military

Region is a ratio of 1:5.

In addition to the ratio, Mao also attached great importance to the role of political propaganda, and
on February 6, Bo Yibo reported that the number of "tigers" caught by central government units
had increased rapidly since February 1, when Beijing held a public trial of major embezzlers. "Before

February 1, a total of one hundred and sixty-one tigers were caught, and from February 2 to
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February 5, one hundred and fourteen were caught, with an average of twenty-nine tigers being
caught every day for four days. The crowd was very encouraging. ...... big embezzlers do not
counter-attack, suspects do not "counterpart”, some small embezzlement upgraded to big
embezzlement, the case is big, involved in a wide range of a nest of big embezzlers began to and
generally exposed, serious counter-revolutionaries and counter-revolutionary cliques began to be
exposed. and larger and larger numbers of embezzlers will be netted in large numbers within the
next ten days." The central authorities have decided to increase the number of big tigers from the
original 400 to 700. While the report suggests that the Central Organ's successes at this time include
the "four investigations," i.e., "investigation of the economy, personnel, accounts, and information";
the bold use of non-Party activists and democrats, the use of surrendered "prisoners," and the use of
the "captives," the Central Organ's "four investigations," the Central Organ has decided to increase
the number of big tigers from the original 400 to 700. Captives", as well as the families of major
corruption suspects; and the implementation of the "special case, special group, deadline for solving
the case, and the system of beating the tiger",[79] but Mao apparently valued the effectiveness of the
public trial congresses above all else. In forwarding Bo Yibo's report, he instructed: "Please ask the
Central Bureaus to consider holding trials in February on a regular basis, following the example of
the trial of seven major corrupt criminals on February 1 at the central level, and to try a number of
major corrupt criminals at the level of the major administrative districts (small and medium-sized
corrupt criminals below 100 million yuan should not be tried for the time being), with some of them
sentenced to death, some given suspended death sentences, some sentenced to long terms of
imprisonment, and some sentenced to short terms of imprisonment, some sentenced to suspended
prison terms, and some sentenced to short-term imprisonment, and some sentenced to suspended
prison terms. Some of them were sentenced to death, some to suspended sentences, some to long
prison terms, some to short prison terms, some to suspended prison terms, and some were
sentenced to exemptions from punishment (which are subject to administrative penalties), so as to

promote the fight against tigers." [80]

Another way Mao Zedong promoted the fight against the "tiger" at this time was to compare the
figures of the fight against the "tiger" of various units around the country, so as to promote the
small with the large. For example, the Sixty-sixth Army of the North China Military Region reported
that it had set a budget of 220 tigers, with 22 big tigers. As of February 6, it had fought one hundred
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and forty-one tigers and four big tigers." Upon receiving the report, Mao Zedong authorized that,
based on the budget for fighting tigers of the 66th Army and its achievements, the original budget
for fighting tigers of the North China Military Region must be redone. "Military districts and armies
at all levels whose tiger-fighting budgets and tiger-fighting achievements are not as good as those of
the Sixty-sixth Army must give convincing reasons, otherwise there must be something wrong with
the people in charge of them, either they are right-leaning in their thinking, or their methods are
wrong, ot they are themselves embezzlers." [81] On February 7, Li Fuchun reported that the CFFC
system "had fought 150 big tigers up to yesterday," and that "the CFFC and the financial and
economic ministries, comprising fifteen departments, had jointly formulated that the number of
tigers to be killed by the end of February would be three hundred and eighteen, and the number of
tigers to be killed by the end of the period would be three hundred and seventy-nine, and that two
hundred (i.e., seven) had been fought by the end of February 15, and that the number of tigers to be
killed by the end of the period would be three hundred and eighteen. Before February 15, the
number was set to be 200 (i.e., another 50 within seven days), and everyone was full of vigor and
confidence." Mao Zedong saw the paper and immediately approved, "With such a budget, I think

the central level can be set at seven hundred and fifty." [82]

Given Mao's attitude, many localities and units naturally saw the wind rising. For example, the
Northeast Bureau, which on January 26 expected to hit 500 "big tigers", jumped to 2,000 on
February 3 after being criticized by Mao. Then, realizing that the number was still not as high as that
of North China and other regions, the Bureau doubled the number to 4,000 on February 6, just
three days later. Finally, on the 9th, Mao Zedong praised his "plan to fight 4,000 large tigers and
25,000 small and medium-sized tigers, which is the first of the six major regions in the country." It
was requested that "although not all the regions should be on a par with the Northeast, they should
gradually raise their budgets according to their own circumstances and criticize the right-leaning
ideology among the cadres." [83] Another example is the East China Military Region, in late January,
more than 200 "big tigers" were booked to be caught, which was criticized by Mao Zedong, and on
February 1, the budget rose to 500, and on February 7, it rose to 1,000, which became the highest
budget among all the major military regions in the country, and thus was praised by Mao, who also

called on "all the armies to learn from the East China Military Region! " [84]
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Of course, even among the major regions and military districts, there were some that were always
more cautious in their numbers. For example, after the launching of the "Three Anti-
countermeasures" campaign in the Central and Southern Military Region, it never managed to keep
pace with Mao. So much so that Mao Zedong "felt that the action of the Central and Southern
Military Region was a little slow, that is, at 2:00 a.m. on New Yeat's Day, he drafted a reply to the
telegram, requesting them to 'strictly supervise and diligently guide the campaign, and make sure that
there are gains every day', and revised the inappropriate aspects of the telegram, and sent a special
person to take a special airplane overnight to send the revised draft to arouse the Central and
Southern Military Region's great attention. Military Region's great attention." [85] But as late as
January 22, the reports on the "Three Anti-countermeasures" of the military districts and armies
belonging to the Central and South Military Region still failed to satisfy Mao Zedong, and were
criticized as having cleared out too few "tigers," and as being "insufficiently vigorous, with too much
empty talk The report was criticized for having too few "tigers" cleared out, "not enough energy,
and too much empty talk. [86] February 1, the Central and South Military Region, drumming up the
courage to report that the military region directly under the plan to fight the "big tiget" 106, Mao
Zedong, although affirmed, but that it is still a preliminary budget, and need to be added at any time
in the future. [87] On February 11, in view of the rapid progress of the East China Military Region's
budget for fighting "tigers", the Central and South Military Region's figures for fighting "tigers" were
once again criticized by Mao Zedong. He explicitly telegraphed to the Central and South Bureau and
stipulated the figures, saying: "Central and South China's tiger-fighting should be roughly on a par
with East China. The eight-day telegram from the East China Bureau did not include the districts,
townships, the army and the industrial and commercial sectors, but only the Party, government,
public organizations and financial enterprises above the county level to fight 5,000 big tigers and
20,000 small and medium-sized tigers. In addition, the Hast China Military Region to play big tiger
1,000, small and medium tiger 3,000. From this it seems that your recent regulations to fight big
tigers three thousand, small and medium tigers twenty thousand, or low. For the army, it must be on
par with the East China Military Region, fighting 1,000 large tigers and 3,000 small and medium
tigers or more, and distributing them quickly. How much the localities should be increased, please
consider before telling." In particular, the South China Military Region, which was under the
jurisdiction of the Central and South China Military Region, was still shrinking in the number of

tigers fought up to this time, which made Mao Zedong very dissatisfied. He also personally
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stipulated the number of "tigers" to be fought. Electricity said: "South China Military Region on
February 9 electricity, the provisions of the fight big tiger 40, small and medium tiger more than 800,
this number is ten times less, like the South China Military Region system has such a large number
of large and small units, at least should fight big tiger 4,500, small and medium tiger 1,000 or 2,000."
88]

In view of the fact that the two military districts of Central and South China were never able to keep
pace with the Central Committee, Mao Zedong even resolved to send Luo Ruiging, the Minister of
Public Security, to Wuhan and Guangzhou in person to supervise the work of the Central and South
China Bureau and the South China Branch. Soon after Luo Ruiging's atrival, the Bureau raised the
number of "big tigers" to 8,000 and the number of "small tigers" to 42,000 on February 13th. In this
regard, Mao Zedong praised with satisfaction: "This new plan of 8,000 big tigers and more than
42,000 small tigers has raised the level of tiger-fighting in all major administrative districts of the
country to the highest level of the current period, and is closer to the actual plan than the one
envisaged in the past". But he then turned around and compared this figure to other regions and
units, asking all Central Bureaus to refer to the new figures of the Central and South Bureaus and

"revise their own plans at the appropriate time and at their own discretion." [89]

However, Mao was still not satisfied with the figures reported by the Central and South Military
Region on this day. Originally, according to the ratio of the number of people, referring to the
tigures of the East China Military Region, the Central and South Military Region tried to increase the
number of big tigers to 800, and the South China Military Region also tried to increase the number
of "big tigers" to 183. However, this was still not in line with Mao Zedong's stipulated figures of
1,000 in the Central and South Military Region and 400 or 500 in the South China Military Region.
Moreover, in just a few days, the East China Military Region raised the number of "big tigers" from
1,000 to 1,600. As a result, when the figures of the Central and South China Military Regions were
reported, Mao Zedong still criticized them severely. Mao Zedong still criticized them severely,
saying: "The budget for fighting tigers in your military districts has been increased to 800 big tigers
according to the recent telegram from the Central and Southern Bureau, which is an increase over

your past figures, but compared with the 1,600 in the East China Military Region, it is only half of
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that. In fact, the east China military region big tiger in the future may fight to two thousand five
hundred to three thousand, you basically should be on a par with them ...... especially the south
China military region system may fight big tiger more than one thousand, small and medium tens of

thousands of tigers, and they set a very low, courage is not prosperous." [90]

The end of the campaign and its impact

Mao Zedong set the number of "tigers" to be fought in each region, but how did each region digest

and break it down? Here is a glimpse of the reports from East China.

According to Mao Zedong's request, the East China Bureau also raised the number of "tigers" over
and over again, and on February 8, it was finally decided that 5,000 "big tigers" and 20,000 small and
medium-sized "tigers" should be fought, excluding the army, schools, the industrial and commercial
sector, and the districts and townships. "The East China Bureau has created this big number of big
tigers. The East China Bureau created this "highest numbet" for all major administrative regions, i.e.,
assigning tasks to various provinces and municipalities. Specific assignment targets are as follows:
"Shandong 4,300 (800 large tigers, 3,500 small and medium tigers); Zhejiang 3,700 (700 large tigers,
3,000 small and medium tigers); South Jiangsu 3,100 (600 large tigers, 2,500 small and medium
tigers); Anhui 3,200 (500 large tigers, 2,700 small and medium tigers); North Jiangsu 2,700 (400 large
tigers, 200 small and medium tigers); North Jiangsu 2,700 (400 large tigers, 200 small and medium
tigers); North Jiangsu 2,700 (400 large tigers, 200 small and medium tigers); and North Jiangsu 2,700
(400 large tigers, 200 small and medium tigers). four hundred large tigers and two thousand three
hundred small and medium tigers); Fujian two thousand one hundred (three hundred large tigers and
one thousand eight hundred small and medium tigers within); Shanghai three thousand five hundred
and fifty (seven hundred and fifty large tigers and two thousand eight hundred small and medium
tigers within); Nanjing seven hundred and fifty (one hundred and fifty large tigers and six hundred
small and medium tigers within); and one thousand sixteen hundred (eight hundred large tigers and
eight hundred small and medium tigers within) in the East China Direct. " [There is no doubt that
each province, city, and region will naturally distribute the number of "tigers" they received further

downward, and finally apportion it to the heads of specific units or departments.
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As for each unit or department that received a specific figure, the method of accomplishing the task
was similar. That is, first of all, "to take the funding stand (how much money spent? Used in those
areas?) The first step is to "take the funding line (how much money was spent? On what?), the
handler line, the relationship line and the private sector manufacturers line (how many transactions
with those manufacturers?), and then linked to other factors (to check the manufacturers?). In
addition, then linked to other factors (to check my origin, social relations, living income and
expenditure, ordinary performance, whether part-time business and industry, etc.), to be contrasted
and analyzed", checking the "tiger tracks", looking for "tiger nest. Once there are clues that is
dedicated to a special case, or hand over a special team of "tiget", packet checking and fighting,
began a comprehensive internal and external investigation, including checking the books,
documents, incoming goods, quality, warehouse inventory, and so on. At the same time on the
suspect "isolation, blockade, cut off all internal and external links", and "take the General Assembly
pressure, small meetings squeeze, internal and external pursuit, individual talk, leadership guidance,
family persuasion, repeated testimony and other methods, so that the 'tiget’ without breathing,
ventilation, and leeway to fight." [92] Obviously, since many departments and units, those who have
committed acts of embezzlement amount to more than half of the total, the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China specifically ordered to relieve the small embezzlers, who accounted
for more than 90% of the entite number of embezzlers, of their concerns, and to treat those who
embezzled less than 500,000 yuan, whose circumstances were not serious, and who were able to
make a thorough confession and guarantee that they would not reoffend again, as not being treated
as embezzlers, and exempted them from administrative penalties, so as to enable them to lighten
their loads, and take part in the fight against the "Tiger", which helped the movement immensely.
[93] This is because, out of gratitude or the idea of making up for their sins, most of these people

will be able to act as activists in the battle against the "tiger".

However, since the number of tigers is estimated by superiors, or even as a result of mutual
comparison, it is inevitable that the number of tigers will be seriously detached from reality. As has
been the case with all China's mass political campaigns, this move has opened the door for some
people to retaliate and plant false accusations against their enemies. Some people even responded to

the call of their superiors to report those suspected of corruption, but they themselves were branded
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as corruptors and suffered grievances. [94] And many are not "tigers" into "tigers", "small tigers"

into "big tigers", is not without resorting to the "tiger", "big tigers". The "tiger" is not a "tiget", the
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"small tiget" into a "big tiget", but also can not help but resort to "force", "confession", "letter". In

fact, the fight "tiger" struggle has just begun, Mao Zedong noticed that some troops and places in
the "force", "confession", "letter". "He also issued special instructions to this effect. He also issued a
special instruction to "fight the tiger must start from the accounts", do not "specialize in forced
confessions". [95] fight "tiger" into the climax, around the wotld has also raised the issue of "to
prevent simple forced confession by any means", and even put forward "suspicious of errors, not to
play the wrong, to prevent forced confession letter Mao Zedong was also in favor of the idea of
"preventing the use of unscrupulous means to extract confessions". [96] But in fact, not to mention
the non-"tiger" people, even for many counted as "tiger" people, to be under such a kind of
pressure, but also has a strict time limit, in order not to take advantage of the "forced", "confession",
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"confession", "confession", "confession", "confession", "
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confession", "confession", "confession",

"confession", "confession", "confession", " non "

, "confession", "confession" and "confession". ",
"confession", "letter" approach to achieve the purpose, almost impossible. Noted this situation,
therefore, Mao Zedong's attitude towards this also more or less left some room for manoeuvre, that

is, "must start from the accounts”, do not "specialize in forcing confessions".

Take the example of an army in the North China Military Region, which fought the "Tiger" battle.
The army because of the "tiget" in the fight for honor in the fight, issued the "tiget" task, especially
stressed the regiments to compete with each other to see who hit the "tiger" the most. As a result,
some regiments called on party members to suspect each other and take the lead in confessing, and
as a result, party members who had not embezzled said that they had embezzled several million
dollars to show that party members had a "demonstration effect". Some regiments beat, scold, tie up
and freeze the suspects, and index their confessions, as long as the figures of embezzlement are
available, regardless of whether there is any evidence or not. Some regiments even use wheel
warfare, and on the meat torture waiting, two days to get out of the embezzlement of more than 10
million yuan of embezzlers more than 20 people. [97] Such as Chahar Province, Tianzhen County to
district as a unit, in order to find the suspect, fight the "tiger", the cadres concentrated in a courtyard
to eat and sleep, closed the door, are not allowed to go in and out. The street also arranged the

guards, a touch of the district cadres will be forced to ask the gun, strictly prohibit the exchange of
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letters, phone calls and meeting guests. Another example is the Shanxi Funongtan coal mine for the
fight "tiger", to create a "soft and hard" tactics, of which the "hard" approach there are 17 kinds of.
Including "(1) all are not allowed to go out; (2) wearing cloth (blue cloth can move freely, red cloth
in the yard activities, white cloth is not allowed to go out. According to the statistics of eighty
people, only twenty-five wore blue strips, and fifty-five wore red and white strips); (3) general
assembly struggles; (4) not allowed to sleep (introspection); (5) using a stick to the jaw (forcing them
not to lower their heads); (0) squatting as a punishment (not allowed to move until their legs are
sore); (7) standing all night long as a punishment; (8) sitting on an anti-chair; (9) kneeling on a
bench; (10) putting their heads against the wall; (11) putting their heads against the bowls; (12)
raising a wooden stick in their hands; (13) not confessing; (14) not confessing; (15) not confessing to
anything; and (16) not confessing to any of the other things. wooden stick; (13) not confessing and
not asking to go to the toilet; (14) disguised beatings (finger pointing, ear twisting); (15) going to the
'temporary court' (there were one or two adjudicators, who were the chief of the general branch or
the defense section; three or four armed members, who had interrogated six people, who had been
tied up in the 'court) ' on which they had been bound); (16) bundles; (17) handcuffs with corks."
98]

Although in general the problems of "forcing", "confessing" and "believing" are better in the center
than in the regions, better in the regions than in the provinces, better in the provinces than in the
districts and cities, and better in the districts than in the counties, there are in fact also problems of

"forcing", "confessing" and "believing" in the higher-level units. In fact, there is also the same
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"force", "supply", "letter", but to a different extent. For example, corporal punishment, or corporal
punishment in disguise, also exists in the organs of the South China Finance Commission. It was
reported that "because of the intransigence of the tigers, their refusal to confess or their repeated
refusals to confess, the public became so enraged that they beat and scolded the embezzlers. For
example, when the Bureau of Material Management fought the smuggling tiger Fang Zhaohui, it
went so far as to injure him in the face, and the leaders could not stop it. Colored Bureau usually
punished the tiger to kneel down, in the fight to the end of the stubborn Huang Jingwen, individual
people tied him up. Commodity Inspection Bureau to fight the destruction of the commodity

inspection policy of Jian Jianxian, to kneel on the stool kneeling wooden bar, hands, but also to raise

the wooden stool." [99]
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The result of such a fight against the "tiger" can be imagined. At the climax of the campaign, the
number of "tigers" rocketed and successes were reported everywhere. At the same time, many of
those who had been unjustly beaten suffered so much that many of them took their own lives.
When the campaign turned to finalization and conclusion, a large number of "tigers" retracted their
confessions, and much of the material could not be verified. Typical examples are the Trade
Department of the Northwest Military and Political Commission, which at the height of the Tiger
Fight, had nine suicides due to the simple and hasty methods of the Tiger Fight team, which relied
on corporal punishment and even branded hands with chopsticks, "five of them hanged, three cut
with knives, three jumped from a building, and three were cut with knives, three were cut with
knives, and three jumped from a building. "Among them, five hanged themselves, three cut
themselves with knives, one jumped from a building, three died, and six have not yet died." [Some
units in Shanghai and East China caused 60 suicides in the 10 days from March 13 to 23 by using the
methods of "force", "confession" and "letter". Suicide. [101] During the fight against the "tiger" in
the Jiangjin area of Sichuan, 58 people committed suicide as a result of the use of hanging and
corporal punishment to force confessions. [102] Huaibei Yante District, "the whole district to
participate in the "Three Anti' movement of a total of 955 people, suffered corporal punishment that
is, there are 218 people, corporal punishment and forced confessions to as many as 125 kinds of
tricks, the degree of cruelty is horrifying, a lot of people were beaten to death, beaten to death, two
people died of injuries, five people committed suicide, the total number of deaths is seven (of which
the deaths were implicated). (five of the masses were implicated in the deaths), thirteen attempted
suicides, and nineteen injured or even crippled for life." [103] Most notable was the Qingdao "Three

Anti-Tiger" campaign, which involved the use of "force", "confession", and "letter". ", "confession",

"letter", "according to the city's incomplete statistics, killed and suicides have been killed up to one
hundred and seventy-two people." Qingdao Spinning Control Branch, Sifang Railway Factory, Port
Authority, Bureau of Foreign Trade, Bureau of Health and other five units alone, 54 people were
killed or committed suicide, another 50 people attempted suicide, and 26 people were beaten and

disabled. "Of these one hundred and four cases, most were neither corrupt nor political, while

workers, their families and guards amounted to sixty-six." [104]

From this it is easy to understand that the battle against the "tiger" has been seriously expanded.
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Of the 955 people in the Huaibei Salt District, 282 "tigers" of various sizes were fought, and 218
people were tortured to make them confess. Upon review, none of the 282 "tigers" could be

convicted, and some of them had no corruption problems at all. [105] [105]

In the Urumgqi Public Security Bureau's fight against the "tigers," the use of "coercion,"
"confessions," and "beliefs" turned some of those who were not corrupt into corrupt individuals. In
the fight against the "tiget", due to the use of the methods of "coercion", "confession" and "lettet",
some of those who were not corrupt became corrupt, and some of those who had committed small-
scale corruption became large-scale corrupt. Afterwards, 43 of these cases were screened and all of

them could not be established, 12 were typed wrongly and 31 were typed falsely. [100]

When the Shaanxi Provincial Military Region reviewed and finalized the cases, it was found that "the
entire military region had originally fought a total of 1,231 tigers, 14 of which were over 100 million
yuan. In the first screening and finalization of cases, only 2706 tigers could be identified, of which
three were over 100 million yuan. After the review, now sure corruption in ten million dollars or
more 227, more than 100 million yuan 2 people. Originally fought as a tiger, is now down ten
million yuan below 5 million yuan or more 205 people; down to 5 million yuan below 1 million yuan
or more 535 people; down to 1 million yuan or less 213 people; determined to find out that there is
no embezzlement 24 people." Also like "The Ankang Military Region originally fought 112 tigers,
and the first time 33 tigers were identified. After review, only 11 people, or 11% of the original

number of tigers, actually embezzled more than ten million dollars." [107]

Because of the widespread phenomenon of forced confessions in the battle against the "tigers",
many of the "tigers" were faked or even faked. In the end, it was found that "there were 5,471
"tigers' who had embezzled more than ten million yuan, and after the cases were finalized, 16.4% of

the cases were closed; 76.2% of the cases were dismissed". [108]
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According to An Ziwen's report on the conclusion of the "Three Anti-corruption Campaigns", "The
highest number of embezzlers over 10 million yuan uncovered during the "Three Anti-corruption
Campaigns" was more than 292,000, but now there are more than 155,000 left, a reduction of about
05 percent. percent. The northeastern zone has seen the least decline in tigers, about thirty-one
percent, and the eastern zone of China has seen the largest percentage decline, eighty-three percent."”
"Due to the long period of time for tracing and calculation and the inconsistent standard of
discounting, about thirty-three percent of those who became tigers due to excessive discounting, and
about forty-seven percent of those who became tigers due to over-hitting of minor grafts. Due to
unclear boundaries of corruption, those who have public-private mismatch, dereliction of duty,
wastefulness and political problems are counted as tigers, accounting for about 15 percent of the
cases. Those who were not corrupt at all, but were completely mistaken, accounted for about five

percent (the highest in Hebei, at 10.54 percent)." [109]

In fact, the time of An Ziwen's report was October 18, 1952, and the materials reported at that time
did not include either the information reviewed in various places after October, such as the above-
mentioned data on the 100 percent of wrongful convictions in Huaibei Yante District and the
Urumgqi Public Security Bureau, or the various situations in which leaders at all levels had forcibly
suppressed and failed to find out the grievances and discharge the charges. The most obvious, as
noted in Mao Zedong's Manuscripts Since the Founding of the People's Republic of China, is Zhu
Yugin, Deputy Minister of the Hospital Affairs Department of the People's Liberation Army's
Military Academy, who was expelled from the Party and administratively dismissed and demoted,
and who was only vindicated and reinstated to his rank and treatment in 1980. [110] In the region of
Xikang Province, many of those who were wrongfully convicted at this time survived until 1982-
1986, when they were able to appeal to the Sichuan Provincial Court and were vindicated. [111] Itis

not known how many similar cases there are throughout the country.

How serious was the suppression of screening and vindication by party officials in some places? The
example of Qingdao, where the above-mentioned problems were discovered, will give some idea.
Since the former secretary of the Qingdao Municipal Party Committee was defeated as a "tiger" and

there were contradictions between the new leaders of the Municipal Party Committee and their
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subordinates, the Qingdao Municipal Party Committee was very involved in the "Three Anti-Tiger"
campaign, resulting in a large number of false accusations. Therefore, the Qingdao Municipal Party
Committee was very devoted to the "Three Anti-tiger" campaign, which resulted in a large number
of wrongful convictions, and after the end of the campaign, the oppressed party naturally sued the
central government. As a result, the Qingdao Municipal Party Committee, at the request of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, carried out some form of review and admitted
that as many as 129 people had been wrongly convicted during the campaign. However, because this
figure was so far from the truth, the Central Committee and Shandong Province jointly sent an
investigation team to Qingdao to investigate. As a result, although only a few departments were
investigated, it was confirmed that the results of the Qingdao Municipal Committee's review were
not credible at all. According to the investigation, only one department of the spinning tube sub-
bureau has been wrongly hit by 470 people, than the Qingdao Municipal Party Committee self-
reported that the number of wrongly hit in the city more than three times. If you add to the
investigation of the Port Authority to play the wrong 54 people, the Sifang machine factory to play
the wrong 34 people, together with the Qingdao Spinning Bureau, the three units were playing the
wrong number of people reached 612 people. Qingdao cotton is known to six, seven, eight factories
in three factories, there are 184 people were wrong, the two together were wrong people have
reached nearly 800 people. Only from the above six units of the number of simple projection, we
can be sure, Qingdao city in the "three against" in the wrongly beaten into corruption, I am afraid

that no less than thousands of people. [112]

In fact, in late February, the CCP Central Committee had already begun to realize some of the
deviations of the "Tiger Fighting" campaign, and on February 29, Mao Zedong especially approved
the report of the Northeast Ministry of Trade on the need for strict discipline in fighting the "Tiger
Fighting," which prohibited hitting and disguised hitting of people. Expetience. The expetience of
fighting the "tiger", which "prohibits beating, scolding, binding and other humiliations and disguised
physical punishment" and "does not allow the use of 'fatigue tactics' and 'wheel tactics™, was
demanded to be copied by all ministries. [114] It can be seen that at this time all units around the use

of beating or disguised beating to fight the "tiger" has gradually become a prairie fire, Mao Zedong

had to step in to stop it.
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On March 6, Mao Zedong explicitly approved the release of "on the handling of corruption, waste
and overcoming bureaucratic errors in a number of provisions", the first time on the issue of
corruption put forward a unified policy standards. Its provisions clearly stated, "Anyone who has
embezzled less than one million yuan will not be treated as an embezzler as long as his or her
circumstances are not serious and egregious, and he or she thoroughly admits his or her mistakes
and promises not to commit them again." "Any embezzler who has embezzled more than one
million yuan and less than ten million yuan shall not be subject to criminal punishment as long as he
ot she does not have serious and egregious circumstances, thoroughly admits his or her mistakes,
and promises not to commit the crime again. ...... If he or she is younger or has made a mistake and
can confess on his or her own initiative, or if he or she is found to be actively taking part in the work
of the Three Anti-counterterrorism Measures and has already established a record of merit If the
offender is young or has made an occasional mistake and can confess voluntarily, or if the offender
has actively participated in the Three Anti-corruption Work after being discovered and has already
made meritorious achievements and redeemed himself or herself, he or she shall be exempted from
being treated as an embezzler, and shall not be subject to any administrative punishment. "Any
embezzler who has embezzled more than ten million yuan but less than one hundred million yuan
may be given appropriate criminal punishment, or exempted from punishment and given
administrative punishment only, depending on the seriousness of the circumstances, the degree of
confession, the return of stolen goods, and the merits of the prosecution." "Any embezzler who has
embezzled more than 100 million yuan shall generally be given different criminal penalties according
to the seriousness of the circumstances and the recovery of the embezzled funds and property, but
those who have confessed to the crime, sincerely repented of their sins, withdrawn the stolen goods
and reported meritorious deeds in the fight against corruption may also be exempted from the
criminal penalties and be given appropriate administrative penalties instead." As for the calculation
of the time of corruption and violation of the law, it "shall generally be counted from the date of the
founding of the People's Republic of China, i.e., October 1, 1949. ...... Where a place is liberated
after the founding of the People's Republic of China, it shall be counted from the date of liberation.
However, in the case of insurrectionary forces, it shall always be counted from the date on which the

revolutionary political work system is established in the force." [115]
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Immediately following this, Mao also issued the Regulations of the People's Republic of China on
Punishing Corruption, which specified the criteria for corruption and punishment. The crime of
embezzlement was characterized as "All staff members of state organs, enterprises, schools and their
affiliates who embezzle, steal, cheat, or arbitrage state property, force others to take stolen goods,
accept bribes, and other acts of false publicity to benefit illegally are guilty of the crime of
embezzlement." The punishment standards are delineated by 100 million yuan, 50 million yuan and
10 million yuan, with those embezzling more than 100 million yuan being sentenced to more than 10
years of imprisonment or life imprisonment, and those with particularly serious circumstances being
sentenced to death; those with more than 50 million yuan but less than 100 million yuan being
sentenced to more than 5 years and less than 10 years of imprisonment; and those with more than
10 million yuan but less than 50 million yuan being sentenced to more than 1 year and less than 5
years of imprisonment, or one to four years of hard labor, or one to two years of control. Those
with less than 10 million yuan may be sentenced to one yeat's imprisonment, hard labor or control,
depending on the circumstances, or may be exempted from criminal punishment and given
administrative punishment such as dismissal, dismissal, demotion, demotion, demerit or warning.
Anyone who endangers the State, society or the lives of the people, or who sells economic
information about the State, engages in extortion, organizes collective embezzlement, or refuses to
confess or cover up a crime is liable to a heavier penalty; anyone who voluntarily or completely

confesses or informs on another person, or who is younger, is liable to a lighter penalty. [116] [110]

Although the provisions of the Regulations were still formally quite severe, in fact, if one notes that
Mao Zedong, in guiding the drafting of the above provisions and regulations, repeatedly emphasized
the need to be "a little more lenient" and not to be too strict,[117] it is not difficult to see that Mao
had already calmed down from his initial indignation of saying that he would not solve the problem
unless he had to shoot several tens of thousands of embezzlers. Mao had calmed down. It was also
under these circumstances that Mao not only agreed to screen the "fake tigers and substandard
tigers" that might emerge from the "tiget" campaign, but also repeatedly instructed the subsequent
recovery of stolen goods and the finalization of cases, emphasizing that: "All genuine embezzlers,
suspected embezzlers and those who have made mistakes must be sentenced and examined carefully
and truthfully in accordance with the Central Government's successive instructions and government

decrees, and not a single bad person must be indulged or a single good person wrongly convicted."
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"Those who are fixed, those who are wrong are corrected, those who should be lowered are
lowered, those who should be promoted are promoted, and those who are suspected of being
difficult are not dealt with for the time being." "On the stolen money where there is a recovery out
of the people must be all resolute recovery out, but shall not involve innocent family members, shall
not be sent to the countryside to chase the stolen money ...... shall not be hard to catch up with the

part of the original can not be recovered." [118]

In addition to making policy cotrections and constraints on the practices of the "Three Anti-
countermeasures," Mao Zedong to a large extent revised his earlier vehement attitude toward the
bourgeoisie. For example, he not only began to openly criticize the widespread criticism of
bourgeois and petty-bourgeois ideology that came in waves as a result of the ""Three Anti-corruption
Measures",[119] but also made it clear that the worst of the worst, whether they were corrupt or
bourgeois, were only in the minority, and called on all "[t|lhe workers who have washed their hands
and the industrial and commercial workers and the industrial and commercial workers and the
industrial and commercial workers and the industrial and commercial workers and the industrial and
commercial workers and the industrial and commercial workers". workers and industrialists who
have washed their hands also unite with us" to consolidate the people's democratic united front and
the people's democratic dictatorship. [120] He even stated, "As far as the majority of the bourgeoisie
is concerned, there are bad and good aspects in one's thinking, and we should help them to get rid
of the bad aspects and develop the good ones." And for those capitalists who have a vision, we do
not ask them to change their composition or their career at once, but at the same time we welcome
them to be a socialist in the future. [121] Of course, all this does not mean that Mao Tse-tung has
changed his inner psychology of being highly wary of the bourgeoisie. This is evidenced by the fact
that before the end of the "Three Anti" campaign, he explicitly advocated a general confession of

bourgeois ties on the part of the staff of state organs. [122]

The nationwide "Three Anti" campaign and its battle against the "tiget" ended in March-April 1952,
with the work of finalizing the cases and recovering the stolen goods continuing for a long time, but
by June-July most of the localities and units had also come to an end. But by June-July most of the

places and units had come to an end. According to the statistical report of the Discipline Inspection
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Committee of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on the results of the "Three
Anti-corruption” campaigns in the five administrative regions of North China, East China,
Northeast China, Southwest China, and Northwest China (except the army and central government
organs) at the beginning of June, i.e., the number of people who participated in the campaigns was
3,122,437,000, of whom 1,226,984,000, or 39 per cent, of the number of participants, were those
who had committed acts of corruption and those who could be classified as corrupt. 39% of the
total number of participants, of whom 202,683 were Party members, accounting for 16.5% of the
total number of corrupt elements. [123] Together with the more than 700,000 people from the
central authorities who participated in the campaign, and the more than 30% of those who were
found to have committed acts of corruption and those who could be classified as corrupt, it can be
seen that the number of people who were found to have committed acts of corruption and those
who could be classified as corrupt should be around 1.5 million people. After partial screening, by
eatly October, this number had shrunk considerably. An Ziwen reported on October 18: "The total
number of participants in the "Three Anti' campaign in party and government organizations above
the county level (except the military) was more than 3,836,000, and a total of more than 1,203,000
people were found to be corrupt and to have committed corruption mistakes, accounting for about
one percent of the total number of participants in the "Three Anti' campaign. The total number of
participants in the "Three Anti-corruption' campaign was 311.4 percent. Among them, there were
more than 196,000 Communist Party members, accounting for 16.3 percent of the total number of
embezzlers. One hundred and fifty-nine thousand nine hundred and sixteen of those who
embezzled ten million yuan or more accounted for 8.8 percent of the total number of embezzlers."
Here, there are nearly 300,000 fewer embezzlers and those who made embezzlement mistakes. In
addition, of the above people, a total of 38,402 were sentenced to death, of whom 42 were
sentenced to death, 9 to suspended execution, 67 to life imprisonment, 9,942 to fixed-term

imprisonment, 11,165 to reform through labor, and 17,175 to control by authorities. [124]

However, no matter how the final number of convictions was reduced and how serious the
expansion of the "Tiger" campaign was, the widespread corruption of party and state officials after
the CCP's entry into the city was still extremely serious and even alarming. The number of senior
CCP cadres like Liu Qingshan and Zhang Zishan[125] who took advantage of their positions and

power to use public office for private gain, to enrich themselves at the expense of the public, to use
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public office for private gain, to use public office for private gain, and to spread wastefulness has
grown so large that it is difficult for ordinary penalties and punishments to act as a deterrent. In
particular, the majority of grass-roots cadres below the county level can do whatever they like
because their power is not subject to supervision or restriction, so that lawlessness and indiscipline
are very common, leading some local people to think that they "can't see the difference between
their style and that of the Kuomintang". Cursing them as "even more powerful than the
Kuomintang". [126] Luo Ruiqing's claim that "we have all the problems of the Kuomintang today"
and Mao Zedong's claim that "if we don't carry out the Three Anti-corruption Programs within ten
years, the Communist Party will turn into the Kuomintang" were not alarmist talk. [As soon as the
"Three Anti-corruption" campaign of 1952 was over, the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China had to launch the so-called "New Three Anti-corruption" campaign in 1953, with the
main content of opposing cadres' violation of the law and discipline, which was likewise an act of

necessity.

Under such circumstances, the launching of the "Three Anti-corruption Campaign" in 1952
undoubtedly had the significance of curbing the trend of gradual nationalization of the Communist
Party. After the "Three Anti-corruption Campaigns", the problem of corruption among the staff of
the party and state organs at all levels was significantly reduced. However, this does not mean that
the problem of corruption among the staff of power organs has been solved. Only a year or so after
the "Three Anti-corruption” campaign, the CCP Central Committee could not help but remind the
relevant departments to prevent the recurrence of widespread corruption after the "Three Anti-
corruption” campaign, and to call for "anti-corruption
education",[12][13][14](15][16][17][18][19][20][21][22](23]. After that, the CPC Central Committee
had to remind the relevant departments to prevent the recurrence of widespread corruption after the
"Three Anti-corruption Campaigns" and to call for "anti-corruption education". [This is enough to
show that the "three anti-corruption" campaigns did not and could not solve the problem at all. In
fact, the reason why corruption within the regime did not develop as viciously as it did in the eatly
years of the founding of the People's Republic of China was not because of the duration of the
"Three Anti-corruption Campaigns" themselves, but rather because of the socialist transformation
of China, which soon led to the abolition of the market economy, which included everything that

could be associated with the word "luxury", including the "luxury" and the "luxury". It was because
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China quickly implemented socialist transformation, abolished the market economy, including all
production and service industries that could be associated with the word "luxury," and established a
planned economic system, an egalitarian distribution system, and a closed-door policy. It was these
systems and policies that mandatorily put up barriers between power and money, making it much
more difficult for party and government workers to embezzle large sums of public money and spend
lavishly. However, once the market economy is restarted and the doors of the country are opened
wide, while the power structure and power system remain unchanged, the phenomenon of power
rent-seeking, power and money collusion, and even power corruption will make a comeback, and
with the degree of openness and the expansion of the overall economic scale will become more and

more intense and uncontrollable. "Absolute powet" is still "absolute corruption".

In the final analysis, Mao Zedong's motives for launching the "Three Anti-corruption" campaign
were irreproachable, but its effects were both favorable and unfavorable. The problem of corruption
among the staff of power organs can be minimized and curbed only if power is subject to the
necessary constraints within a mature legal system, and only if citizens can maintain effective

supervision over those who exercise power and the process of exercising power.

NOTES:

[1] Most of the various works on the general history of the People's Republic of China contain
highly critical brief introductions, and the few articles devoted to this movement tend to describe the
"Three Antis" movement together with the "Five Antis" movement, such as Pang Song's ""Three

nn

Antis"" and "Five Antis"". "Three Against Five" Campaign", Thematic History of the People's
Republic of China, vol. 1, Chengdu, Sichuan People's Publishing House, 2004, pp. 298-326. The
author refers to a large number of relevant archival materials kept at the Party School of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China (CCPC), but the simple "factual record" style of
writing makes the book, as the author himself puts it, "just a populat book". "is only a popular book,

not a scholatly work".
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[3] Reprinted in the December 1951 issue of New Construction, pp. 13-17.

[4] See CCP Mudanjiang Municipal Party Committee Party History Research Office, ed. Battles
Without Gunshots - Album of the "Three Antis" and "Five Antis" Campaigns, Heilongjiang Korean
Nationalities Publishing House, 1990, p. 3.

[5] "The Central Committee Transmits the Report of the Northeast Bureau Against Corruption and
Bureaucracy," September 28, 1951, Shaanxi Provincial Archives 123/44/29/202-205.

[6] Bo Yibo, A Review of Some Major Decisions and Events (above), Beijing, Party School Press of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, 1993, pp. 139-140.

[7] Mao Zedong, "The Great Victory of the Three Major Movements," October 23, 1951, Mao
Zedong's Manuscripts Since the Founding of the PRC, Book 11, pp. 481-483.
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resisting the United States and helping North Korea, and ideological reform."

[9] Gao Gang, "Carry out a comprehensive campaign to increase production and economize, and
further deepen the struggle against corruption, waste, and bureaucracy," October 26, 1951
(according to Mao Zedong's Manuscripts Since the Founding of the PRC, Volume 11, p. 513 and Bo
Yibo op. cit. p. 140, the date should be November 1, 1951), New Construction, December 1951
issue, pp. 17 -20 pp.

[10] Mao Zedong, "Criticisms on the Central Committee's Transmission of Gao Gang's Report on
the Three Anti-Struggles," November 20, 1951, Mao Zedong's Manuscripts Since the Founding of
the PRC, Book II, Beijing, Central Literature Publishing House, 1991, p. 513

[11] Reprinted in New Construction, December 1951 issue, pp. 20-21.

[12] The report states, "According to the year-by-year statistics on corruption cases in the People's

Court of Shenyang City, in the second half of 1949 corrupt offenders accounted for 5.3 percent of
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the total number of offenders, rising to 5.7 percent in 1950, and then to 1.3.2 percent in the first
quarter of 1951." "The statistics of the entire trade work system show that seven hundred persons
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year alone there were more than five hundred embezzlers." Report of the Northeast Bureau on
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