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Yu Jizeng: Kang Sheng in Yan'an
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Beria was the head of the secret police in the era of Stalin's "Great Purge", and was known for his
insidious terror and indiscriminate killing of innocents. Kang Sheng compared to Beria, is a famous

contemporary Russian sinologist Viktor Usov. In his book "China's Beria" KANG Sheng, he quotes
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extensively from declassified Comintern archives and sifts through the latest Chinese domestic
information, with 539 annotations in the appendix alone. Some of the historical information is

unheard of, giving us a glimpse of a "terrorist figure" like Beria.

The "Special Assistant" with a powerful personality

Kang Sheng (1898-1975), formerly known as Zhang Wang (7K:HE) and Shaoqing (/>Jl), once
known as Zhang Zongke (5K55%A]), Zhang Yuxian (5R#44), Zhang Shuping (5K A1), Zhang
Cheng (7K#z) and Zhao Rong (H%¥), was a native of Jiao'nan County, Shandong Province (now
belonging to Huangdao District of Qingdao City, Shandong Province), etc. He joined the
Communist Party of China (CPC) in 1925; he took part in the strike committee of the Wuxia
Movement (F1. iz 5])), and was one of the leaders of the three armed insurrections in Shanghai in
1926-1927. He was one of the leaders of the three armed uprisings in Shanghai from 1926 to 1927.
He was an officer of the Shanghai Federation of Trade Unions, secretary of the Special Branch
Committee of Shanghai University, secretary of the district committees of Shanghai Huzhong,
Zhabei, Huxi and Hudong, member of the Jiangsu Provincial Party Committee and head of the
Organization Department of the Provincial Party Committee, elected member of the Central
Censorship Committee of the Third Plenary Session of the Sixth Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) in 1930, and then head of the Organization Department of the
Central Committee of the CPC, and leader of the delegation of the CPC to the Comintern in 1933.

member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee.

On November 29, 1937, Wang Ming and Kang Sheng flew from the Soviet Union to Yan'an. This
was Mao's first meeting with Kang Sheng; they had no prior working or historical relationship.
However, Mao knew that Kang Sheng was a close follower of Wang Ming, and had heard about

Kang Sheng's experience as an "expert on purges".

In early 1931, Wang Ming stole the leadership of the CCP Central Committee with the support of

Mifu. Kang Sheng, who shared Wang Ming's "leftist" ideological views, was soon promoted and
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reused as the Minister of the Central Organization Department. Gu Shunzhang mutiny, Kang Sheng
became the central special section of the third section (action section) of the section, and Gu
Shunzhang's family beheaded, Kang Sheng personally with an axe to kill a person, and gradually to
"purges expert" reputation. In July 1933, Kang Sheng followed Wang Ming to the Soviet Union,
where Wang Ming and Kang Sheng served as head and deputy head of the CCP delegation to the
International Communist Party. Kang Sheng henceforth changed his name to the Russian name
Konstantin (the Chinese phonetic translation of which is Kang Sheng). Declassified archives show
that during his four years in the Soviet Union, Kang Sheng mainly did two things: touting Wang
Ming and learning from the Soviet Union's "purging experience". Kang Sheng had conspired with
Chinese students at the International Lenin College and the Oriental University of Labor to write a
petition to the Comintern asking for Wang Ming's approval to become the General Secretary of the
CCP. KANG studied the Soviet Union's "Great Purge" and labeled a group of CCP members as
"Trotskyists", many of whom were executed, imprisoned, or exiled. Kang Sheng thus became the
only "professional" in the CCP who had received comprehensive training from the Cheka (the
Russian acronym for the All-Russian Anti-Purge Committee, later renamed the State Security

Committee, or "KGB"). "KANG SHENG

When Kang Sheng first arrived in Yan'an, although he was added as the Secretary of the Central
Secretariat, he was given a "false title" - Secretary of the Central Staff Committee. Stalin's purpose of
sending Wang Ming back to China was to further strengthen the leadership of the Comintern over
the United Front, or perhaps because the Comintern was dissatisfied with Mao's emphasis on the
principle of independence and autonomy in the United Front. Therefore, Wang Ming, as the
"imperial minister", had a heated argument with Mao Zedong, who insisted on the principle of
independence and autonomy. Kang Sheng, then 39 years old, was still betting on Wang Ming. The
Russians said that Kang Sheng would not have come to Yan'an if he had not made up his mind to
follow Wang Ming closely. Once accompanying Wang Ming to Zaoyuan to give a presentation to a
cadre training class, Kang Sheng led the trainees to raise their arms and shout, "Long live Comrade

Wang Ming, the genius leader of our Party!"
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However, Kang Sheng was, after all, an adept at discerning the political winds and engaging in
speculation. He realized that Mao Zedong had great power over everything in Yan'an, including
among the Red Army, and that his authority had far exceeded that of Wang Ming, who lacked
practical experience in struggle. Kang Sheng came to the conclusion that Wang Ming would certainly
lose the battle with Mao Zedong, Therefore, he made up his mind to abandon Wang Ming and turn
to Mao Zedong. So Kang Sheng was still very close to Wang Ming on the surface, talking about all
kinds of issues, but then he ran to Mao Zedong's residence to report Wang Ming's thoughts,
remarks and movements. At the same time, Kang Sheng fabricated false testimonies and put all the
blame on Wang Ming for the bad things he had done with him in the past, presenting himself as an
anti-Wang Ming "hero". Kang Sheng these practices, those in the know are very surprised, Wang

Ming know also denounced "Kang Sheng shameless".

In order to restrain Wang Ming, who had already become the secretary of the Yangtze Bureau but
often made unauthorized statements in the name of the Central Committee, Mao Zedong, Ren Bishi
and a few others proposed that Wang Ming should stay in Yan'an and not return to Wuhan. Kang
Sheng voted in favor of Mao and Ren's proposal. Although the proposal was not passed, Kang
Sheng gained Mao's initial favor. A month later, Kang Sheng was appointed head of the Central
Party School and left the cold and quiet Staff Committee. And then Kang Sheng followed Mao
Zedong and others closely, constantly making critical comments to the Yangtze River Bureau
headed by Wang Ming. Mao paid special attention to Kang Sheng's change of heart, because the
change of Wang Ming's inner circle meant the complete isolation of the "ministers". Mao seized the
opportunity to revoke Wang Ming's leadership of central China at the Sixth Plenary Session of the
Sixth Central Committee and criticized him. Kang Sheng became a general, a "special assistant" who

could have private conversations.

If Kang Sheng's "betrayal" of Wang Ming was the political basis for his trust, then his support for
Mao Zedong's union with Jiang Qing was the emotional bond that brought them closer together. At
the time, Jiang Qing was studying at the Central Party School, of which Kang Sheng was the
principal, and he could see that Jiang Qing and Mao Zedong had a mutual liking for each other.

Kang Sheng knew that if he made their marriage possible, it would increase Mao's favorable
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impression of him and satisfy Jiang Qing's wish. However, many veteran cadres at the time opposed
Mao's union with Jiang Qing, arguing that Jiang Qing's history was unclear. Only Kang Sheng argued
strongly for Jiang Qing and also suppressed the whistleblower letters on Jiang Qing's historical

problems at that time.

In this way, when Wang Ming was gradually heading towards the end of his life, not only was his
former confidant not implicated in any way, but his position rose instead. in August 1938, Kang
Sheng successively assumed such important positions as Minister of the Social Department of the
Central Committee, Minister of the Central Intelligence Department of the Communist Party of
China (CPC), Director General of the Central Bureau of Information, and Vice-Director of the
Enemy Area Working Committee. Kang Sheng began to establish and improve secret organizations,
secretly set up intelligence networks in various institutions and schools in Yan'an, and absorbed
reliable Party members to serve as "net members" and "eyes and ears". They are wildly suspicious,
set up a private court, many people will be branded as traitors, secret agents. At this time, Kang
Sheng was so powerful that he became the most feared figure in Yan'an. "Often dressed in a Russian
leather jacket, long leather boots, holding a foreign dog, every time he went out, at least four

bodyguards followed him, appearing majestically on the streets of Yan'an ......

The "Sutro Campaign" is a small test.

Before the Yan'an Rectification, there was a "Sutor Movement", and in the latter part of the
Rectification, there was a "Rescue Movement". The "Purge of Trotsky" was a campaign launched by
Stalin to remove Trotsky, the number two person in the Soviet Communist Party, and it was an
imported product brought back by Kang Sheng from the Soviet Union. It began in 1939 when Kang
Sheng became Minister of Social Affairs and Intelligence, two or three years before the Yan'an
Rectification. The declassified archives record three cases of injustice created by Kang Sheng in

Yan'an.

15



Qian Weiren case. Qian Weiren was the director of the Border Region Highway Bureau, had
negotiated with the local authorities of the Kuomintang in the border area of the construction of
highways, with the Kuomintang counterparts in charge of the contact, which was Kang Sheng
vilified as "national special forces". In order to keep track of the situation, Kang Sheng asked Qian's
wife to spy on him and report his every move to the Ministry of Social Affairs. He forced Qian to
confess and used violent means, but Qian never admitted that he was a Trotskyist. Kang Sheng
ordered him to be locked up in a black kiln until the Japanese surrendered. In the end, "there is a
reason for the incident, there is no solid evidence" to settle the matter. However, the money fixing

technique was inherited and carried forward.

The case of Wang Zunji: 19-year-old Wang Zunji was a female student in Beiping, the niece of
Wang Kemin, a traitor in North China. Inspired by the Salvation Movement, she hated her
traitorous family and gave up her life as a young lady to join the revolution in Yan'an. In April 1939,
Kang Sheng ordered Wang Zunji to be arrested and interrogated using the "wheel" tactic, with the
interrogators taking turns to rest and not letting her sleep. Wang Zunji was tortured to the point that
her legs were so swollen and swollen that she could not walk, so she had to confess that she was a
Japanese agent and a national secret agent. After confessing, she had to give an account of her
crimes. Wang Zunji said that she was afraid that she would not be able to remember the contact
code, and that she had woven the code into the pattern of her sweater. The story she made up was
so ridiculous and full of flaws that Kang Sheng did not believe it, and so did the investigators, some
of whom even wondered if Wang Zunji was a secret agent. But Kang Sheng ordered her to be

locked up in a black kiln, where she remained until 1945, a full seven years.

Li Ning case. Li Ning was a member of the Northeastern underground party who came to Yan'an in
1938. When Kang Sheng saw that she walked like a Japanese woman and heard that she had a
Japanese-style woman's shirt, he designated her as a Japanese agent and Trotskyist. Li Ning
vehemently denied it and refuted each of her accusations. Kang Sheng ordered her to be
imprisoned. Li Ning's ultimate whereabouts are unknown, and some sources suggest that a secret

execution cannot be ruled out.
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The purpose of Kang Sheng's action against these "Trotskyists" and "secret agents" was to "test the
waters" and establish his authority. Although the purge of the Trotskyists was carried out in secret
within the Ministry of Social Affairs under Kang Sheng's leadership, Kang Sheng's ruthlessness in

dealing with people became known, and his name became synonymous with terror.

In June 1942, the Yan'an Rectification began on a large scale, and the Central Committee set up the
General Study Committee to guide the Rectification Movement. Kang Sheng was the deputy
director and secretary general of the General Study Committee, and the director was Mao Zedong.
Mao Zedong, who had a lot of work to do on a daily basis, told Kang Sheng, "You will do the actual
work of the General Study Committee." Kang Sheng jumped to become the No. 2 person in Yan'an,
combining part of the party's power, education power, intelligence power, and cadre vetting power,
and again became the conveyor of Mao Zedong's instructions. Kang Sheng replaced Kai Feng, head
of the Central Propaganda Department, as editor-in-chief of the Study Newspaper, a publication
that guided the rectification process, and deputized for Chen Yun, head of the Central Organization

Department, in the cadre vetting process.

Kang Sheng was emboldened by his self-assured appointment by Mao. He asked the secretaries of
Politburo members (Zhu De, Wang Ming, Ren Bishi, Chen Yun, etc.) to assist him in his
"investigation and research work"-in effect, to help him keep track of what these people were saying
and doing. These secretaries were asked to report to Kang Sheng and the General Study Committee
on the "progress of the study"; Kang Sheng also brought his wife Cao Yio into the General Study
Committee and asked her to participate in the collection and examination of the study notebooks of
each senior cadre. Kang Sheng's treachery made most of the members of the Politburo in Yan'an

feel insecure, and regarded Kang Sheng as a ghost, fearing to avoid him.

The rectification of the wind from studying documents and opposing the Party's eight schools soon
moved to reviewing cadres and purging, and on December 6, 1942, Kang Sheng made a
mobilization report at a meeting of the senior cadres of the Northwest Bureau, stating, "The enemy
has already infiltrated Yan'an and the Border Region in large numbers, and the enemy's situation

lurking in the various organs and schools, especially in the economic and cultural units, is most
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serious, so that over the past year, various kinds of sabotage and conspiracy activities have emerged
one after the other. " He warned that "the enemy may be hiding close by, and one must be on the
alert and must not tolerate the traitors." Kang Sheng, who held the power of life and death, made
people fearful. During the scrutiny, a large number of people who defected to Yan'an were almost
always asked the same question, "Your family doesn't lack food or clothing, what ate you doing in
Yan'an?" Everyone deserves suspicion, the review team first from the suspicion to start, forcing the
interrogated to explain the "motives" and "problems", out of thin air can be accused of state agents,
Japanese traitors, traitors. They also adopted the method of forcing confessions, which made the
interrogated persons to give up their confessions, and created a large number of wrongful and unjust

cases.

The Northwest Public School in Yan'an, which was responsible for the training of defense cadres,
was subordinate to the Ministry of Social Affairs of the Central Committee, and also became the
testing ground for Kang Sheng's purges. Zhang Keqin, a 19-year-old student at the school, was
designated as a secret agent. Zhang had joined the underground party in Gansu in 1937, and Kang
Sheng arrested him on the grounds that his father had been arrested in Lanzhou and turned himself
in. His logic was: if Zhang Keqin was not a secret agent, who else in Yan'an was? Zhang Keqin was
interrogated for six days and six nights, tortured, finally could not support, admitted that he was a
secret agent sent by the Kuomintang, He also made a false statement that "the Gansu Party is the
Red Flag Party" and fictionalized a non-existent so-called counter-revolutionary "Red Flag Party".
After KANG Sheng made ZHANG Kegqin a "confessed typical”, he personally took ZHANG
around to make reports. Kang Sheng believed that only with public opinion could there be pressure,
and only with pressure could the secret agents be deterred. Kang Sheng personally presided over the
report and confession conference. As expected, a pale Zhang Keqin wept bitterly and complained
about how the KMT pulled him down, and asked the agents to wake up and give an account of the
problem. Zhang Hakqin himself took the lead in exposing, and in one breath gave an account of
more than a dozen secret agents. Zhang also talked about his own transformation process, heartfelt
thanks to the party organization of their own rescue, must be transformed, to be a new person ......

"Zhang Keqin event" set off a climax of the trial of dry.
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Wang Shimi, a researcher at the Academia Sinica who joined the Party in 19206, was criticized for
publishing his essay "Wild Lilies". During this petiod, it was revealed that Wang Shimi had helped
translate two chapters of Trotsky's biography in Shanghai. Despite the fact that Wang Shimi had
already explained these problems to the organization, Kang Sheng decided to pursue the matter and
declared Wang Shimi to be a "spy of the Trotskyist faction and the trinity of the Japanese and
national secret services," and ordered his arrest. During the rounds of criticism, Wang went insane.
Because he once had dinner with Wang Shimai, Kang Sheng uncovered Cheng Quan, Wang Li, Pan
Fang, Zong Zheng and other "Wang Shimai five anti-Party group" (after Wang Shimai was Kang
Sheng, Li Kennong ordered the death). The "Wang Shimi Incident” was the turning point from the
trial to the purge. Kang Sheng said, "Rectification will inevitably lead to the trial of Gan, and the trial

of Gan will inevitably lead to the purges."

On April 1, 1943, Hu Zongnan sent his senior staff member Hu Gongluan to Yan'an to negotiate
with the CPC according to a pre-agreed schedule. Originally a member of the CCP, Hu Gongluan
later defected to the Kuomintang, but had always sympathized with the Communists. Kang Sheng
believed that Hu was here to contact the Yan'an secret agents, so he ordered a mass arrest of 200
people on the night of Hu's arrival in Yan'an. On April 3, the CPC Central Committee issued the
Decision on Continuing the Rectification Campaign, which stipulated that "the main goal of the
rectification campaign is to rectify the non-proletarian ideology among the cadres and to purge the
Party of the hidden counter-revolutionary elements". ". On consecutive days, Yan'an held a
conference of more than 20,000 people from units directly under the Central Committee to mobilize

for the anti-terrorist struggle, and people continued to be arrested.

All these people were arrested secretly without solid evidence. Kang Sheng had his own logic: "Is
there any need to interrogate if there is material? Arrest people first and then talk about it. It is
precisely because of the lack of clarity that they are locked up for interrogation, and interrogation is
for the purpose of clarifying the issue." Arresting people first and then forcing them to make
confessions is a trick that KANG Sheng is accustomed to. Shi Zhe, as a member of the Ministry of
Social Affairs who participated in the arrests at the time, recalled how Khamsang circled the list of

arrested people: "Khamsang held the list in his hand, and while talking with us, he marked and
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circled the list, reciting: this one is 'Fuxing, this one is 'CC', this one is 'Fuxing', this one is 'CC', this
one is 'CC', this one is 'CC', and this one is 'CC". 'CC', "traitor', 'traitor, 'Japanese agent' ... ... "Of the
more than 10,000 cadres in Yan'an, nearly 1,000, or 10%, were scrutinized as secret agents. Kang
Sheng turned the rectification into a review of cadres, and the review of cadres into the arrest of

secret agents.

The "Rescue Movement" intensified.

The "Rescue Movement" was a major movement in the Yan'an Rectification, but it is inconceivable
that this movement was started by Kang Sheng, and was Kang Sheng's "invention". Kang Sheng
took advantage of the tense atmosphere of Hu Zongnan's attack on Yan'an at that time, exaggerated
the fact that the KMT agents were active in the border area, created confusion, and made Yan'an a

panic-stricken place where people and ghosts were indistinguishable from each other.

On July 15, 1943, the central authorities held a "mobilization meeting to save the lost", and Kang
Sheng published a "report on the campaign to save the lost" (issued in all the liberated areas), which
set off the so-called "Rescue Campaign". This was recorded in the Yan'an Diary of Vladimir, a

liaison officer of the Comintern in Yan'an and a correspondent of the TASS news agency:

...... unexpectedly invited us to attend a meeting of party activists at Yangjialing. Peng Zhen called
the meeting to order and told the communists that the situation was very serious and that a large
number of KMT agents had been exposed and arrested. Peng Zhen said, "The Special Work
Department cannot catch all the agents flooding Yan'an, so I ask the Communists to help in this
matter of great importance." After Peng Zhen's speech, some repentant "secret agents" lined up on
the stage, naturally by prior arrangement. They pleaded for forgiveness and vowed to work faithfully
under Mao's leadership. A total of twelve people went up to the stage and spoke ...... Then Kang
Sheng made a report on "Rescuing the lost". The head of the intelligence bureau was furious. He
gritted his teeth and waved his hands like 2 madman, shouting: "You know very well that many of

your friends have been arrested! As soon as you leave this auditorium, you will realize that many
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more of you have disappeared! Don't make a fuss if many of you who attended the meeting here

today are locked up tomorrow."

Kang Sheng then began to ask the participants in the meeting and all Party members in Yan'an to act
to remove the agents and save the SAR. "All of you who are here are working as secret agents for

'H

the Kuomintang!" Kang Sheng yelled and shouted, "Why are you doing sabotage? What have we
shortchanged you? You have everything, a house, rations ...... Why do you want to put us to death?
We will forgive you if you repent, but you must also remember that repentance is not always sincere!

Re-education is a long process!"

Kang Sheng's speech had a frightening effect. A suffocating silence enveloped the auditorium, and
the audience was clearly stunned. To Kang Sheng's surprise, before the meeting ended, Zhu De took
the stage to speak. In a calm tone, Zhu De asked, "Do you mean to say that after the meeting, 1
should no longer trust my friends and comrades?" "Does that mean that from now on I should
worry about being arrested myself or wait to see my friends arrested? How dare you treat the Party's
activists, its outstanding elements and backbone, in this way?" Jude turned around after his speech

and returned to his seat.

The Russian writer also quoted Kang Sheng's report, "The present interrogation of the cadre is like
rescuing a man who has fallen into the water; it cannot be engaged in a leisurely manner, but has to
be rescued in the nick of time." Kang Sheng declared that "the special agents of all organs in Yan'an
are like hemp, and more than 200 people have been arrested," and called on all "traitors and agents
who serve the enemy to confess quickly." The atmosphere at the meeting was so horrible that many

people "turned pale with fear and were bewildered".

This report was once called by the youth of Yan'an at that time as "the signal of terror", which was
actually a kind of luring and high-pressure, so that the majority of young people who came to
Yan'an, especially those from the Nationalist Region, were all in danger and fear. Yan'an organs and

schools held "rescue conferences", and "confessions" became a trend, and there were as many sectet
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agents as there were hairs on the ground, and all sorts of "national secret agents" and "Japanese

secret agents' and "Japanese secret agents" were drilled into any organs and units. "Japanese agents,"

nn nn

"CCs," "revivalists," "traitors," "renegades. "Red Flag Party" and so on. Kang Sheng personally took
charge of the Central Party School, where a large number of delegates to the "Seventh National
Congress" and senior cadres at prefecture and division level were concentrated, to "rescue" them.
Zeng Tanru, who had been the Minister of Women's Department of Sichuan Province of the CPC,
was slandered as a "secret agent” and "traitor", and committed suicide in despair. Henan Provincial
Party Committee "seventh congress" representative, Ye Jianying's wife, Gui Gongzhi was labeled as

a "secret agent", because of grief and anger, holding scissors and stabbed his throat ......

In the "rescue", but also happened a lot of laughable things. Aisiqi was about to hold the wedding
day, suddenly received a notice that his object has "special suspicion", Aisigi can not marry her. He
had to send someone to inform the bride that "Aisiqi had an urgent task to go out and could not
come back tonight". Then they arranged for Aisiqi to sleep in someone else's room. The bride in the
groom's room to keep a night of empty room, the marriage did not get married, but also inexplicably

waiting for silly.

As long as you "confess", you will give you flowers, the kitchen treats a bowl of noodles that you
usually can not eat. So some handyman in order to eat this bowl of noodles, take the initiative to ask
for "confession". 15-year-old Liu Chiceh joined the Red Army (had composed "My Motherland",
"Hero's Hymn" and other songs), was branded as a "double secret agent”. When he was forced to

confess, he was rewarded with a dish of meat.

In one school, seventy percent of the school's total number of agents were atrested, and the
youngest one, a little girl of only 11 years old, was arrested as an agent by the interrogators sent by
Kang Sheng, who forced her to write "My Degenerate History". Suide Normal School held a
confession conference, a 16-year-old boy Ma Fengchen jumped onto the podium, shouted "I
explain”, and then said: "I am a secret agent trained by the secret service organs, appoint me as a
stone captain." With that, he held up a stone he had picked up somewhere, "This is my physical

evidence. They made me kill people with stones."

22



In early 1943, Mao Zedong moved into the heavily guarded Zaoyuan where the Social Department
offices were located. Jin Cheng, who was head of the Yan'an Social Affairs Office, recalled that "the
first thing Mao did every day after waking up was to listen to Kang Sheng's report on the
interrogation of the dry and salvage." On one occasion, Kang Sheng proposed to Lin Bogiu that
"public trials and executions be held in the name of the Border Region Government". Lin hurriedly
reported to Mao Zedong, who vetoed Kangsheng's proposal, thus avoiding a massacre. Kang Sheng
this person is ruthless, Lu Dingyi remembered, "Liberation Daily" newspaper, there is a general
affairs section chief, is 2 Henan, can not stand the whole, cut his neck to commit suicide, would
have been resuscitated, but Kang Sheng still said that he is Henan's "Red Flag Party", is a dead sectet

agent. This comrade heard, the gauze pulled off, finally died.

The "rescue" campaign was in full swing, and in just half a month more than 1,500 "special
suspects" were unearthed in Yan'an. At the same time, it spread to the Northwest Bureau, Jinchaji,
Jinsui, Taihang, Central China and other bases. Many Party members and cadres were furious and
reflected this to the Central Committee. Zhang Wentian once questioned Kang Sheng face to face,
"Why are there so many counter-revolutionaries? Xu Teli also questioned Kang Sheng many times,
"You say so many comrades are secret agents, show me the evidence! Liu Shaoqi personally talked
to Mao Zedong and asked: With so many secret agents in the border area, how come there were no
major leaks? Zhou Enlai and Ren Bishi advised Mao to stop the rescue campaign. ...... Russian
writers commented that Mao "didn't believe in his heart that there were so many secret agents in

Yan'an, but he had to find a suitable excuse to end it. Party a great disastet.

At a cadres' conference in Yan'an, Mao said, "The main responsibility for the problems that arose in
this campaign should be mine." Mao usually did not wear his military cap much, but on this day he
wore it and raised his hand to the brim and said, "I apologize to the comrades who have been
wronged, and if you can't forgive me, I won't put my hand down." Many of those present applauded
with tears. Mao Zedong also said in a speech at the Central Party School, "There have been many
mistakes in the movement in these two years, and the whole of Yan'an has made many mistakes.

Who is responsible? I am responsible. Because I am the one who gives the orders."

23



The Thought-provoking "Kang Sheng Phenomenon"

At a meeting of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee in Yan'an in March 1943, Mao
Zedong was elected Chairman of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee, and the Secretariat
was reduced from seven to three (Mao Zedong, Liu Shaoqi, and Ren Bishi), with Wang Ming and
Kang Sheng no longer serving as Secretaries of the Secretariat. The Comintern had already been
dissolved by this time, but on December 22 of that year Mao received a telegram in his personal
name from Dimitrov, the former chairman of the Comintern. In this telegram, "personally

addressed by Mao Zedong," he talked not only about Wang Ming but also about Kang Sheng.

...... I am also skeptical about the role played by Kang Sheng.

The correct measures within the Party to purge the Party of hostile elements and unite the Party
have been distorted by Kang Sheng and his organization in such a way that they can only spread
mutual suspicion, arouse the unbridled anger of ordinary Party members and help the enemy to
disintegrate the Party. As early as August of this year, we received perfectly reliable information
from Chungking that the Kuomintang had decided to send spies into Yan'an to provoke you into
quarrelling with Wang Ming and other activists in the Party and to stir up hostilities against all those

who had stayed and studied in Moscow.

I have promptly informed you in advance of this trick of the KMT. The secret and undeclared
intention of the KMT is to disintegrate the Communist Party from within and thus destroy it easily.

I have no doubt that what Kang Sheng is doing is fueling these spies.

Mao Tse-tung sent a telegram back to Ji on January 2, 1944, in which he said, "Kang Sheng is a
trustworthy person. His department is not responsible for vetting cadres. They only investigate well-

documented secret agents." Kang Sheng severely criticized Wang Ming again during the rectification,
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while actively embracing Mao Zedong Thought. At the Seventh National Congress in Yan'an in June

1945, Kang Sheng was elected a member of the Politburo of the Central Committee.

The Russians say that as "China's Beria", almost everything Kang Sheng did was related to fixing
people, and he was ruthless. He started fixing people in Shanghai in the 1920s and continued to do
so until the Cultural Revolution. If the Yan'an period KANG Sheng killed and maimed general
cadres, revolutionary youth, mainly concentrated in the border areas, but after entering Beijing, he
will target senior cadres, the scope of the scourge of the whole country, can be said to be the
"upgraded version" of the "Chinese Belial". After the 1960s, with the strengthening of the concept
of class struggle, Kang Sheng entered a period of unprecedented ideological and political activity.

The prominent feature was "discovery".

In 1962, Kang Sheng discovered that the novel Liu Zhidan "completely overturned the case for Gao
Gang," and he wrote a note to Mao Zedong at the 10th Plenary Session of the 8th CPC Central
Committee, "Using novels to engage in anti-Party activities is a major invention." In 1964, Kang
Sheng found that Hai Rui Strikes the Officials was an attempt to redress the grievances of Peng
Dehuai, and told Mao Zedong, "The key point of Hai Rui Strikes the Officials is to strike the
officials! ". This remark later became a "quotation" and the basis for the argument of the Cultural
Revolution's trigger, the new historical drama "Hai Rui Strikes His Officials". Kang Sheng also
found that the famous philosopher Yang Xianzhen's idea of "two together and one together" was
contrary to the idea of "one divided into two", and was an "anti-Mao Zedong Thought theory of
class reconciliation". Kang Sheng himself directed the criticism, and what happened to Yang can be

imagined.

As an adviser to the "Central Cultural Revolution Group" (later a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee and vice-chairman of the CPC Central
Committee), Kang Sheng's "first achievement" was to plan and launch the "first Marxist-Leninist
large-print paper Kang Sheng was the first to plan and launch the "first Marxist-Leninist large-print
newspapet". Kang Sheng had sent the draft of the "rebellion" of seven people, including Nie Yuanzi
of Peking University, to Mao Zedong, who ordered it to be published, and Kang Sheng arranged for
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it to be broadcast at 8 p.m. on June 1, 1966, on the "People's Radio Broadcasting Programs of

Various Places. This was the beginning of a decade of turmoil in China.

Kang Sheng's "second merit" was to throw his mace at Liu Shaoqi. Kang Sheng commanded the
"Wang Guangmei Task Force" and the "Liu Shaoqi Review Group" under his control, and made
great efforts to extort confessions by torture and create false evidence. And wrote to Jiang Qing, to
Liu Shaoqi put "big traitor, big traitor, big worker, big traitor, big traitor" and other big hats, and

finally became the main basis for the characterization of Liu Shaoqi wrongful death.

Kang Sheng's "third merit" was to accuse Deng Xiaoping before his death; in October 1975, Kang
Sheng, dragging his terminally ill body, met Mao Zedong for the last time and accused Deng
Xiaoping of counter-attacking and "denying the Cultural Revolution in its entirety after the
Chairman's death". This heightened Mao's suspicions. Soon after, the "Criticism of Deng,
Counteracting the Rightist Reversal Wind" was launched, and Deng Xiaoping was knocked down
again. Two months later (December 16), Kang Sheng died. As the Russians put it, "Kang Sheng
started out as a man of integrity, and ended up dying in the post of integrity". Kang Sheng's end was

the same as Beria's, eventually expelled from the Party and subject to justice.

Kang Sheng is as treacherous as he is loyal, killing people with a borrowed knife, with his cunning
and treacherous way of seeing the wind and steering the ship to ensure that he endures in his
decades of career as a eunuch. Kang Sheng in the party for a long time speculation, the revolutionary
cause of corruption of the depth of the influence, not only in the history of the CPC is unique, in

the history of the international communist movement is also extremely rare. Kang Sheng's charm to
the top, personal dependence, resolute implementation of the supreme will without fear of anyone

else, thus Kang Sheng has become an irreplaceable "minister" and a "sheathed sword".

Kang Sheng's emergence was marked by an era that has been silenced in an unbelievable way.

However, people have never stopped thinking about the "Kang Sheng phenomenon", which has
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produced serious harm. A scene of almost absurd tragedy, interpreted how much human suffering

and blood lessons.
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