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Sixty-nine years ago, a large-scale wave of revolutionary terror swept through the CPC-led Jiangxi
Soviet area. In a round of purges called "purging AB group", thousands of Red Army officers and
soldiers and the base of the party members and ordinary people were killed [1]. It was not Chiang
Kai-shek and the Kuomintang, the sworn enemies of the CPC, but the CPC organization in the base
area and the General Front Committee of the Red Army under the command of Mao Zedong. This
historical fact was later completely rewritten as Mao Zedong's position within the CCP rose. It was
not until the 1980s and 1990s that the broad outlines of the events of that year, leaving aside Mao's
personal responsibility, became apparent, but many obscurities remain. This article examines why
Mao initiated the "fight against the AB" in the Red Army and in the base areas. What was Mao's
rationale for the Great Purge? What is the relationship between the Great Terror and the
establishment of a new society? Why did Mao stop using the "Fighting the AB Groups" method to

solve internal conflicts after he had taken over the power of the CCP?

The cause of the incident: Violence to maintain leadership authority

Mao Zedong's reputation in the Chinese Communist Revolutionary Movement (CCRM) began in
1927 after the split of the Communist Party of China (CPC), when he was the first to take up armed
resistance against the Kuomintang (KMT), and became a famous leader of the CCRM's armed

revolution. Prior to this, although Mao was one of the founding fathers of the CCP, in 1921-27, the



party's reputation was dominated by Chen Duxiu and others, and although Mao was recognized as
an expert in the agrarian movement, he was still of the younger generation, and did not have any

dominant role to play in the party's decision-making,

With the separation of the Kuomintang and the Communist Party, the CCP went underground, and
the center of the revolution gradually shifted from the cities to the countryside, the form of the
party's struggle, its organizational composition, and its character all underwent profound changes.
Since the CCP had transformed itself from a legal party to a secret party, the democratic centralism
of the Leninist party had been fully institutionalized, and the authority of the CCP Central
Committee as the commanding general of the Chinese revolution had been basically established, the

CCP began the stage of military communist revolution.

The main sign of entering the stage of military communist revolution was that after 1927, the CCP
unprecedentedly had its own territory under its control - the Red Zone - in which it could openly
implement its revolutionary program of transforming China, which was a new situation that the
CCP had never encountered since its establishment. It was in this situation that Mao Zedong came
to prominence and gained a great deal of nototiety, and the party's reputation gradually came to rest

on his shoulders.

Mao Zedong undoubtedly did the most good for the CCP revolution, and his efforts and practices
in the Jiangxi countryside opened up a new path for the CCP. But in the late 1920s and early 1930s,
Mao was only an armed comrade under the Party leadership, and had to accept the leadership of the
CCP Central Committee from Shanghai. For a considerable period of time, not only was Mao not
the rightful leader of the Party, but even in the Jiangxi Soviet, Mao's personal authority had not yet
been thoroughly consolidated.

Mao Zedong got his start in the CCP by being familiar with the countryside and peasants and by
being a good leader of military struggles, however, one major difference between modern Chinese

revolutionary wars and peasant wars of all times is that armed revolutions against the Kuomintang



are under the direct leadership of the Communist Party. The Party provided the armed revolution
with an ideological system of doctrine and possessed full power of interpretation of this system of
doctrine. The Party also provided the organizational framework and the source of cadres for the
armed revolution. The Party not only had the right to give orders for the establishment of the
revolutionary army, but also had the right to organize and direct the appointment and mobilization
of cadres. Despite Mao's great credit for creating the Red Army and opening up the Red Base Areas,

he was still subject to the Party's constraints.

In 1927-29, Mao worked hard to pioneer in Jiangxi, and although he was dissatisfied with the
constraints imposed on the central government in Shanghai, he was basically submissive to the
central government. Although Mao's theories were occasionally out of line, his statements were
generally within the ideological framework of the CCP Central Committee. Mao's organizational
relations were also not obviously ultra vires. Mao often reported in writing to the higher party

committees and the CPC Central Committee on the situation of the struggle in the base areas.

The CCP Central Committee viewed Mao's efforts in Jiangxi with considerable admiration, and at
the Sixth Congress of the CCP held in Moscow in 1928, Mao was elected to the Central Committee
without being present. In general, the Shanghai Central Committee was optimistic about Mao's
activities, including Mao's leadership of the Red Army in Jiangxi, especially during the controversy
between Zhu De and Mao Zedong that took place in 1929, the Central Committee took a clear

stance in favor of Mao, which led to the establishment of Mao's leadership in the Jiangxi Soviet.

After the Gutian Conference in 1929, Mao Zedong's authority in the Jiangxi Soviet area had already
been initially formed, and the two most important conditions contributing to the formation of Mao's
leadership authority were already in place: first, the CCP Central Committee's explicit support for
Mao provided a legal basis for Mao's authority; second, Mao's achievements were outstanding, and
the territory of the base area expanded and the population increased under his leadership. Zhu De,
who once disagreed with Mao, lost some of his prestige due to military defeats, while Mao's military
successes provided a factual basis for Mao's authority. As a concrete manifestation of Mao's

leadership authority, in 1930, Mao became the General Political Commissar of the First Red Army



and the Secretary of the General Front Committee. In the situation where the unified party
leadership of the Soviet Union had not yet been established, the General Front Committee of the
First Red Army under Mao's leadership became the supreme leadership organization of the Jiangxi
Soviet Union. In the war environment, the army was the most important pillar to maintain the
existence of the Soviet Union, and the army-party-soviet regime had realized a high degree of
integration, so Mao became the supreme leader of the base area in Jiangxi, and the instructions of
the Shanghai Central Committee could be implemented in the Soviet Union only through Mao.
Mao's special position gave him a great deal of freedom - Mao had the right to interpret the Central
Committee's instructions flexibly, and he could combine his own opinions with those of the Central
Committee and enforce them in the name of the Central Committee. However, Mao was not the
CCP Central Committee after all, and there were still some Red Army and Party organizations in the

Soviet Union that invoked the CCP Central Committee to negatively counter Mao's new authority.

In the late 1920s and early 1930s, when the CCP's armed revolution was in its infancy and the great
heroes rose up in all directions, the contradictions within the revolutionary camp were temporarily
covered up under the general goal of revolting against the Kuomintang. But within the base areas,
the contradictions between foreign cadres and local cadres, between cadres who stayed in the Soviet
Union and domestic cadres, and between intellectual cadres and cadres of peasant origin still existed,
and the only force that made it possible to coalesce came from the authority of the Central
Committee of the CCP, including the theoretical authority of the system of ideological justification
provided by the Central Committee. It was only at this time that the CCP Central Committee was far
away from the countryside, and the leadership of the city center over the base areas had to be
manifested through Mao Zedong, so Mao's personal knowledge, intelligence, personality factors and

style and attitude were of particular importance.

Mao is the most political vision of all the armed comrades in the Jiangxi Soviet Union, the strongest
will, and the best use of soldiers to fight, but his style of arbitrariness, so that many of his comrades
in the army "respect and fear" [2]. In 1929 Zhu, Mao dispute, Zhu De because of his generous,
democratic style, get the Red Army (predecessor of the Red Army) most of the cadres of sympathy
and support. 1929 July Chen Yi went to Shanghai to report on the Central Committee on Zhu, Mao



dispute, the CPC Central Committee explicitly expressed support for Mao. Chen Yi returned to
Gan, personally invited Mao out of the mountain, Zhu De, Chen Yi for loyal Communists, all
obeyed the Central Committee, re-straightened the relationship with Mao, so that the differences
and contradictions within the Red Army can be resolved. However, the differences between Mao

and the local Red Army and Party organizations in southwest Gansi sharpened for various reasons.

It was under these circumstances that Mao Zedong's purge of the "AB Group" took place. The
immediate cause of this incident was that Mao's authority in the Jiangxi Soviet area had just been
established, but it was challenged by the local Red Army and Party organizations in Gansinan, led by
Li Wenlin, and Mao could not tolerate any organized opposition to his authority and will under his
nose, regardless of whether it came from within the Red Army or from the local Party organizations.
In order to assert his authority in the base areas, Mao broke free from the constraints of party
morality and ethics and resorted to extreme measures to suppress party comrades whom he

suspected of being dissenting forces.

What did Mao want to achieve by using bloodshed and unconventional means to resolve internal
disputes within the Party? In a nutshell, Mao wanted to be the Lenin of the Jiangxi Soviet Union.
Since Mao had not yet become the Lenin of the Chinese Party, and did not have the legal authority
to command the whole Party, he resorted to extreme means to suppress internal dissent within the

Party.

What shame is there in suppressing a "counter-revolution"?

How to resolve the conflict between the application of mass terror to the Party and the military,
which was in great conflict with Party morality and ethics? Mao Zedong had his own solution. He
claimed that the Party and the Red Army in southwest Gansi, led by Li Wenlin, had been dominated
by opportunism and the rich-peasant line, and that in order to salvage the revolution they had to be

completely reformed, so that Mao's repression would have an ideological banner.



Li Wenlin, one of the founders of the Party and Red Army in southwest Gansi who was an
intellectual, was once very close to Mao and the Red Army. However, by the early 1930s, the local
Red Army in Jiangxi, which had gone through many combinations, and the party organizations in
western Gansi disagreed with Mao on a number of issues, and the relationship with Mao became

increasingly strained.

The disagreement between the Gansinan side and Mao Zedong centered on two issues: (1) the issue
of land reform policy. The Gansinan side advocated the implementation of the decision of the Sixth
CPC National Congress on "confiscating the land of the gentry and landlords" and opposed Mao's
proposal of "confiscating all land". (2) Attribution and staffing of the army and local party

organizations.

At the end of November 1929, Mao Zedong proposed to merge the two special committees on the
Ganxi and Xianggan borders to form a new Ganxi special committee, and Mao also decided to
merge the 2nd and 4th Red Regiments led by Li Wenlin into Peng Dehuai's division to form the Red
Sixth Army. In January 1930, Mao Zedong appointed Liu Shiqi and Zeng Shan, cadres of the Red
Army, to form the Ganxi Special Committee as the supreme organization to lead Ganxi, but it was

resisted by the Ganxi side.

In order to resolve the conflicts with the local Red Army and Party organizations in western Gan,
Mao Zedong convened a joint meeting of the former committee of the Red Army and the leaders of
western Gan at Peitou Village, Jian County, the seat of the Special Committee of western Gan, on
February 6-9, 1930. Jiang Hanbo also participated in the meeting in his capacity as the inspector of
the CPC Jiangxi Provincial Committee, and Liu Shiji and others cooperated with Mao Zedong in the

organization of the meeting as his assistants.

At the "February 7th" meeting, Mao, who had been restored to the leadership of the Red Army two
months earlier with the approval of the CPC Central Committee, with the help of Liu Shigi and
Zeng Shan, launched a fierce struggle against the heads of the local Red Army and party



organizations in southwest Gansan, which laid the groundwork for the "purge of the AB group"

campaign later on. This struggle sowed the seeds for the later "purge of the AB Group" campaign.

Mao Zedong and others cited two major "serious political mistakes" made by the local Red Army
and Party organizations in Gansinan: (1) Mao and others criticized Jiang Hanbo and Li Wenlin, the
leaders of Gansinan, for proposing the idea of "confiscating the land of the gentry and landowners",
which was a "complete move towatds the rural bourgeoisie" and "a complete move towards the
rural bourgeoisie". "completely heading towards the line of the rural bourgeoisie (rich peasants)”,
pointing out that "if this development goes on, it will inevitably lead to the total abolition of the
working class strategy of fighting for the peasants, and to the path of Trotsky's Chen Duxiu, and the
total abolition of the agrarian revolution". (2) Mao and others accused Jiang Hanbo and others of
using "non-political trivialities to incite comrades to oppose the Party leaders of the correct line."[3]

- The "Party leaders" mentioned here are The "Party leadet" mentioned here was Liu Shigi, who was

sent by Mao Zedong as secretary of the Ganxi Special Committee.

On February 16, the General Committee of the Red Army of the Fourth Army, chaired by Mao
Zedong, issued the "First Circular of the Front Committee"[3] - the first circular of the Front
Committee, which referred to Liu Shiqi, the secretary of the Special Committee of Ganxi, sent by
Mao Zedong. Front Committee issued "Front Committee Circular No. 1", officially announced the

"purge of landlords and rich peasants" struggle, the circular pointed out [4]:

There is a serious crisis within the Party in western Gansi, namely, the landlords and rich peasants
are filling up the Party's local guiding organs at all levels, and the Party's policies are entirely
opportunistic; if they are not thoroughly purged, not only will they be unable to carry out the Party's
great political task, but the revolution will also suffer a fundamental defeat. The joint meeting called
upon the revolutionary comrades of the Party to rise up, overthrow the opportunist political

leadership, expel the landlords and rich peasants from the Party, and rapidly Bolshevize the Party.



"The concept of "overthrowing the opportunist leadership" was still a concept of internal struggle,
which appeared around the time of the August 7 Conference in 1927, and only announced the
change of Chen Duxiu's line and the suspension of his leading position in the Central Committee.
After that time, although the CCP emphasized more and more on ideological unity, there were still
some traces of the democratic tradition of the Revolutionary period in the Party. According to the
Party's morality and ethics at that time, dissenting views could still be debated within the Party, and
the CCP Central Committee or the Comintern headquarters in Moscow had the final say, and there
were no instances of physical elimination of dissenting Party comrades, but in 1930 Mao combined

the "overthrowing of the opportunist leadership" with physical elimination.

Mao easily found the intermediary link in the transition from a concept of internal party struggle to a
concept of struggle against the enemy. He declared that the opportunist leaders within the Party
were themselves the rich counter-revolutionaries, thus smoothly connecting the slogan of the
struggle against the enemy - down with the Kuomintang and eliminate the rich counter-
revolutionaties - with the concept of the internal struggle, "down with the opportunist leaders", and
obtaining the legitimacy of suppression in one fell swoop. In the spring of 1930, news was
circulating in the Soviet area that the Kuomintang's "AB Group" had been infiltrating and
sabotaging the area, and that its organizations had been uncovered one after another, and that the
atmosphere of vigilance against the enemy in the base area was at an all-time high, so Mao could
have used the term "suppress the counterrevolution" to demand that the Red Army should
"suppress the counterrevolution". In such a situation, Mao could have used the term "suppressing
counterrevolution" to demand that the Red Army and the Party organizations and soviets in the

base areas give full support to and obey the policy of suppressing the "AB Group".

After the February 7 Conference in 1930, an atmosphere of revolutionary terror gradually developed
in the Jiangxi Soviet. Under the leadership of Liu Shiqj, the secretary of the Gansinan Special
Committee, the Committee took the lead in launching the propaganda campaign of "purging the AB
Troupe" in accordance with the spirit of the No. 1 Circular of the Front Committee of the Red

Army. 25 June, the West Road Committee of the Gansinan Special Committee of the Communist



Party of China issued the "Propaganda Outline of the Anti-Reorganization AB Troupe," ordering

the organizations of all levels to:

If the masses are found to be shaken up by bad performers, they should be arrested and handed
over to the Soviet government for investigation. Anyone who passes through the red areas must be
strictly inspected and, if suspected, should be arrested and handed over to the Soviet government;

the people circulating in the red areas should be held in the soviets to which they belonged.

The masses of workers and peasants were only divided by class, not by relatives or friends. Anyone
who came to his home or found any wrongdoing elsewhere, regardless of relatives or friends, should

be reported to the soviets for arrest.

At the same time, the Outline called for "red-colored purges of the countryside" and "red-colored
terror" in order to "purge the traitors under the Red Flag": "At present, the soviets at all levels
should step up their work of purging counter-revolutionaries. Now the soviets at all levels should
intensify their work of purging counter-revolutionary elements and kill the reactionary rich peasants
of the gentry and landlords as a warning, but the killings must be supported by facts of reaction and
accidental killings are strictly forbidden." [5] Although this Outline mentioned that killings should be
supported by evidence and that manslaughter was strictly forbidden, once the door to terror was

opened, things quickly got out of control.

In July and August 1930, the "Purge of the AB Groups" quickly moved from the grassroots to the
higher authorities, and in August, Li Wenlin became the secretary of the Jiangxi Provincial Action
Committee, which had been newly established under Li Lizan's order to attack the big cities. Li
Wenlin was not inferior to Liu Shiqi, the former secretary of the Special Committee, in terms of his
enthusiasm for "fighting the AB Group", and was even better than his predecessor. In the document
"Emergency Circular No. 20 - Mobilizing Party Members and the Masses to Thoroughly Purge the
AB Troupe," issued on September 24, 1930, the Special Committee of Ganxi South declared: "The
Red Flag Society, the Lenin Youth Society, and the government of Ganxi South have AB Troupe



cells.... ...All the AB members of the Gansinan Government who were mixed in with the Party's
Special Committee were uncovered. And all the organizations in the counties and districts have been

reported.”

The Emergency Circular also stipulated in detail the interrogation methods of the "AB Group" and
the basic principles of execution: "The AB Group is very insidious, cunning, treacherous and tough,
and will not confess unless it is tortured in the most brutal way, so it is necessary to use both soft
and hard methods to continue the strict interrogation. We must use both soft and hard methods to
continue to interrogate them severely, to guess the source of their words, to find out the clues, to
follow the trail, and mainly to make them confess to the AB organization, with a view to eliminating

it at all."

Once the "AB Tuan" members were found, the next step was to shoot them. The Emergency

Circular demanded [6]:

The leaders will of course be executed by extraordinary means, but care must be taken that they are
beheaded by the masses in mass meetings. ...... The AB group of rich peasants above the petty
bourgeoisie and hooligans and ruffians are to be killed without amnesty. ...... Workers and peasants
who have joined the AB and have a historical status and are more active in their activities are not to

be killed.

The Gansinan Special Committee vigorously pursued the "purging of AB groups", and by October,
among the more than 30,000 Communists in Gansinan, "more than 1,000 landlords and rich
peasants had been expelled" (the "February 7th" meeting called for the expulsion of the AB groups
from the Communist Party of China). The "February 7" conference called for the "merciless and
resolute expulsion from the Party of those who represent the rich peasants, regardless of their class
and past work"), eliminating more than 1,000 "AB Groups"[7]. One-fourth of the staff of the

Gansinan Soviet Government were labeled as "AB Group" and most of them were killed [8].



While the Gansinan Special Committee was making a big fuss about "purging the AB", Mao was
busy presiding over military affairs and did not directly intervene in the local "fight against the AB",
but Mao's attitude changed after October 1930 when he wrote a letter to the CPC Central
Committee in Ji'an County, Jiangxi Province. On October 14, 1930, Mao Zedong wrote a letter to
the CCP Central Committee in Ji'an County, Jiangxi Province, informing it of his views on the
situation of the Party in western Gansi and the measures he intended to take. In this letter, Mao
continued to develop the basic views he had expressed during the February 7 meeting about the
Party organization in western Gannan, pointing out that recently the Party in western Gannan "has
been in a very serious crisis, with the whole Party being led entirely by the rich peasants' line. ......
The organs of the two special committees of the Party, the Gansinan Soviet Government, and the
Red Army School have found a large number of AB members, and most of the guiding organs at all
levels, both internal and external, are filled with AB rich peasants as their leading organs. Mao
affirmed that in order to "salvage this crisis", he had decided to catry out a purge called "Fight the
AB Groups", in order to "fundamentally reform" the Party and League organizations in western

Gannan[9]. Mao Zedong really believed that there were so many

Did Mao really believe that there were so many "AB groups"? After 1927, the CCP, struggling for
survival, was under the extremely cruel environment of being blockaded and suppressed for a long
time, and as a self-defense reaction, Mao used to give a serious estimation to the anti-communist
behaviors of the KMT, such as sending sabotage agents to the communist areas, and the KMT's use
of the "surrender policy" to force CCP members to serve as agents. Mao viewed such issues as the
dispatch of sabotage agents to Communist areas and the KMT's use of the "surrender policy" to

coerce CCP personnel to serve as agents as particularly serious.

During the fierce struggle between the Communist Party and the Kuomintang, Mao had developed a
mindset that it was better to believe in the activities of the Kuomintang in the Communist areas than
to believe in nothing. In terms of "vigilance", there was no one among the senior leaders of the CCP
who surpassed Mao Zedong. On the other hand, even Li Wenlin and others were fighting against
the "AB Group", so Mao had no reason not to believe that there was a large number of "AB

Groups".



However, Mao Zedong was definitely a realist, and he knew very well that there could not be so
many "AB Troupes" in the Soviet area. Since the floodgates of terror had been opened, he could be
guided by the trend of suppressing all open and potential opposition, and Mao made an amazing
move: before suppressing Li Wenlin and other leaders of the Gansinan area, he took the lead in
organizing the Red First Army (Red Army), which was commanded by Mao. Before cracking down
on Li Wenlin and other leaders in Gansinan, Mao took the lead in carrying out a purge in the Red
First Army (the First and Third Red Army Corps) under his own command by launching a campaign
to "fight the AB Groups".

In October 1930, Mao led the First Red Army to capture Ji'an, then withdrew, and Mao mobilized
Peng Dehuai to withdraw after taking Changsha. Mao's moves caused dissatisfaction among some of
the Red Army commanders, which led to a moment of confusion in the army. In order to eliminate
the instability in the army, Mao, after leading the army to withdraw from Ji'an, launched the "Rapid
Reorganization of the Army" from late November to mid-December, the main content of which
was to set up anti-rebellion organizations in the divisions, regiments, battalions, companies and
platoons, and to hunt down and kill rich and disgruntled party members and members of the Red
Army. The main content was to set up anti-revolutionary organizations in divisions, regiments,
battalions, companies and platoons, and to hunt down and kill the rich and discontented members
of the army. In less than a month, more than 4,400 "AB Regiment" members were purged out of
more than 40,000 Red Army members [10], including "dozens of chiefs" (referring to the chiefs of

the "AB Regiment"), who were all sentenced to death. The "AB" chiefs were all executed.

The "fight against the AB Group" within the Red Army was extremely tragic, and members of the
Party who were rich or intellectuals, and comrades who had disagreed with Mao in the past, were in
danger of losing their lives. Huang Kecheng was the political commissar of the Third Division of the
Third Red Army Corps at the time, and the head of the division's organization section and the head
of the division's political affairs section were all purged as "AB Groups". He Ducai, the head of the
propaganda section, joined the Communist Party during the Revolution and participated in the

Nanchang Riot before accompanying Zhu De to Jinggangshan. Because He Ducai sided with Zhu



De in the argument between Zhu and Mao before the Gutian Conference, he was not reused by
Mao and was soon transferred out of the First Red Army Corps to work under Huang Kecheng as a
propaganda chief. He Ducai and Huang Kecheng friendship, "two people together talk about
everything". According to He Ducai, Mao Zedong was a remarkable man, no one could surpass him
in terms of ability, and his political ideas were undoubtedly the most correct. However, Mao's
organizational line was not correct: "Mao gave too much credit to those who obeyed him, and he
could not treat those who held different opinions equally, and was not as generous and frank as
General Zhu". He Ducai also cited the example that some people with very bad qualities were
reused by Mao because of their obedience, and were given great power, and were not held
accountable for their bad deeds [11]. If not, the brilliant and faultless He Ducai was soon mutrdered

under the name of "AB Group".

Mao Zedong, since he also killed the Red First Front Army, which he directly led, he would not
hesitate to kill the local Red Army in Gansinan, which had always been in opposition to him. As
mentioned earlier, Li Wenlin was very resolute on the issue of "purging the AB Corps", but in
October 1930, as the phenomenon of indiscriminate killing exposed in the "purging of the AB
Corps" became more and more setious, Li Wenlin's attitude began to turn cooler, and at the end of
October. At the end of October, the provincial line committee issued a circular criticizing the
simplistic mistakes in the "Purging of AB Groups", emphasizing that the scope of the masses of
workers and peasants to expand the scope of self-surrender, and to be more careful in arresting the
old comrades, such as the case of the seriousness of the case, must be escorted to the Provincial
Committee of the provincial line committee of the Purging of anti-revolutionary committee to hear
the case, and to lift the right of execution of the grass-roots organizations of the county below [12].

Strangely enough, while Li Wenlin's purging fervor cooled, Mao's began to heat up.

In November 1930, the sharp edge of Mao's "fundamental transformation" was finally thrust at the
CCP Jiangxi Provincial Action Committee and its local Red Army in southwest Gansi. This action
was all the more disastrous because Li Wenlin and others insisted on implementing the line of Li

Lisan's Central Committee and opposed the idea of abandoning the attack on Nanchang,



In May 1930, Li Wenlin, a representative of southwest Gansi, went to Shanghai to attend the
National Conference of Soviet Regional Representatives presided over by Li Lisan, which called for
focusing on attacking large cities and cities and striving for the first victory in one or several
provinces. After his return, Li Wenlin presided over the second plenary meeting of the Gansinan
Special Committee in eatly August, deploying and implementing Li Lizan's spirit. The "Second
Plenary Meeting" accused Mao of a series of views and practices without naming him, dismissed Liu
Shiqi, who supported Mao's ideas and had been sent by Mao to setve as secretary of the Special
Committee for West Jiangxi, and recommended that the Shanghai Central Committee expel him
from the Party. All this provoked great anger Mao, Mao has long been accustomed to the highest
representative of the Central Committee in the Jiangxi Soviet Union to act, can not tolerate someone
in their own eyes in the name of supporting the Central Committee against their own [13]? At this
time, Mao did not yet know the term "Lishang Line", so he decided that the "Second Plenary

Session" was a meeting of the "AB Group Abolitionists".

In October 1930, when the Red Army captured Ji'an, a note signed by Li Wenlin's landowner father
under his real name was found among the documents of the local authorities of the Kuomintang[14]
Although the content of this note is not known, there is evidence linking i Wenlin to the "AB
Tuan".10 In the middle and end of October, Li Wenlin was arrested by the KMT and sentenced to
three years in prison. In the middle and end of October, Li Wenlin openly opposed Mao's military
policy of "luring the enemy deeper into the country" and advocated the implementation of Li Lisan's
instructions about attacking big cities at the Xijiang and Luofang meetings, which intensified the
conflict with Mao, who identified Li Wenlin as the leader of the "AB Troupe". "At the end of
November 1930, Li Wenlin was detained in Huangpi, Ningdu County,[15] followed by the arrests of
a number of people who had worked with Li Wenlin. Based on the prisoners' confessions, Mao
Zedong wrote a letter to the reorganized Jiangxi Provincial Party Committee on December 3, 1930,
identifying Duan Liangbi (member of the Standing Committee of the Provincial Party Committee
and secretary of the Special Committee of the Gansinan Regiment) and Li Baifang (secretary-general
of the Provincial Party Committee) as members of the AB Group, and ordering that "Li Baifang and
others be captured, and that the counter-revolutionary clues in Gansinan be strictly searched
for"[16]. Mao ordered "the capture of Li Baifang and others, and a rigorous search for counter-

revolutionary clues in Gansinan, with a view to extinguishing all of them". In this letter, Mao asked



the Provincial Executive Committee to "make sure that Comrade Li (i.e., Li Shaojiu) will
immediately carry out the task of extinguishing the counter-revolutionaries without the slightest
hesitation", and that "all counties and districts should capture the rich peasants, hooligans, and
shakers and kill them in large numbers. Where those who are not captured and not killed in the
region, the party and government of that region must be the AB group, so that the person in charge

of that place can be arrested and interrogated"[16].

Li Shaojiu left for Futian on December 3 with Mao's letter of instruction, and on the 5th Mao sent
two Red Army soldiers to deliver a second letter of instruction to Li Shaojiu and the provincial line
committee, who had already left. Mao's letter instructed them to "find more important people” from
the clues of those who had been arrested, in order to supervise the implementation of the
instructions of the two letters, Mao also sent the General Front Committee Secretary General Gubai

rushed to Futian "to assist in the purge".

The afternoon of December 7, then Secretary General of the General Political Department of the
Red Army and Chairman of the Anti-Purge Committee, Li Shaojiu on behalf of the General Front
Committee, arrived in Jiangxi Province, the seat of the Jiangxi Provincial Soviet Government Futian,
the person in charge of the Jiangxi Provincial Soviet Government face to face with Mao Zedong's
letter of instruction, and then immediately the Provincial Executive Committee and the Red 20
Army, the eight main leaders of the Duanliangbil, Li Baifang, Jin Wanbang, Zhou Guan, Xie
Hanchang, Ma Mings, etc. to be arrested. Li Shaojiu on this group of comrades applied "hit the
ground Lei Gong burning incense and fire" and other criminal law, beaten comrades "are all
skinless", "broken fingers, burned body action can not". According to the information recorded at
the time, the comrades killed "cries of the sky, endless, cruel and severe punishment of all kinds".
December 8, Li Baifang, Ma Ming, Zhou Coronation's wife to see their husbands in custody, was
also taken as "AB Tuan" arrested, was severely tortured, "the ground Leigong beaters," "burning
incense" and other kinds of criminal law, such as beating comrades "are body and soul", "broken
fingers, burned all over the body can not move". They were severely tortured, "beaten with land
thunderbolts, burned with incense and fire, had their pussies burned, and had their breasts cut with

small knives" [17]. Under severe torture, Duan Liangbi confessed that Li Wenlin, Jin Wanbang, Liu



Enemy, Zhou Coronation, Ma Ming, etc. "were the leaders of the AB group, and confessed that
there were a large number of AB groups in the Red Army School". General Xiao Ke recalled in 1982
that "even after half a century, we cannot help but sigh miserably. We "people who have been here

before" also find it unbearable to look back." [18]

The night of December 7 to 12, in just five days, Li Shaojiu and other sitting in Futian, vigorously
anti-purge, captured more than 120 "AB Group", dozens of key criminals, has executed more than
40 people [19], of which Li Shaojiu in the not yet departed to the Dongguan before the execution of
25 people personally arranged. Li Shaojiu and other cruel actions finally triggered December 12,

1930 shocked the Soviet Union "Futian Incident".

The outbreak of the Futian Incident, resulting in a serious crisis within the Jiangxi Soviet Union,
Mao Zedong's reputation is extremely damaged, Mao personally, without shame, on December 20,
1930, drafted (General Frontier Committee in reply to a letter of defense) to justify their own
actions. In this letter of defense, Mao insisted that "purge AB group" are well-founded. He said: the
Red Army in the "AB Group" statements of key criminals "many parties to prove that the provincial
line committee in the province of Jiangxi AB Group, the provincial headquarters, Duan Liangbi, Li
Baifang, Xie Hanchang for the first of its". Mao identified Duan Liangbi as the first offender of the
"AB Group" is solid evidence, he said: "If Duan, Li, Jin, Xie, etc., is a loyal revolutionary comrades,
even if they are temporarily aggrieved, there will always be a day of redress of grievances, why
should they make false confessions and frame other comrades? Other people can still make false
confessions, Duan, Li, Xie so responsible for the Provincial Executive Committee and Director of
the Military Political Department, why can it?" [20] Mao knew that Duan and so on will be
designated as "AB Corps" all rely on torture to force confessions, but no word on torture to force
confessions to ctiticize, but accuse Duan and so on can not be for the revolution for a moment to
be aggrieved, but can not be for the revolution to be aggrieved, it must be the heart of the ghosts.
According to Mao's logic, as long as Duan Liangbi and others admitted to being the head of the "AB
Tuan", it could be proved that they were the real "AB Tuan"-Mao's logic and way of thinking
became the basis for the future Mao's logic and way of thinking became the conventional thinking

of the ultra-leftist trial and purge, and was the most important ideological root of the repeated and



unending practice of forcing confessions. In this way of thinking, Mao's insistence on "purging the
AB group" was not only not wrong, but on the contrary a great contribution to the revolution. He
said, "The AB group has set up in the Red Army the AB group's commander-in-chief, the
commander-in-chief, the head of the army division, five regular riots, and made a good riot flag; if it
is not harshly extinguished, I am afraid that the Red Army has long since ceased to exist." Mao
claimed that the Futian Incident had brought out "the original form of rebellion" and called for a

resolute suppression of the Incident [21].

Mao was justified in his belief that he was the symbol of the Red Army and the Party, that Mao was
the center of the base area, and that he was the representative of the Comintern in China [22], and
that to oppose Mao was to be an "AB group," and that all those killed were counterrevolutionaries,
and that there was nothing to be ashamed of! In Mao's eyes, as long as the goal is noble - to
extinguish the "AB" is to defend the revolution - it doesn't matter if the means ate harsh. In the
midst of the Great Terror, the personal authority of the General Front Committee and Mao was

tully established, and Mao became the Lenin of the Jiangxi Soviet in the midst of the Great Terror!

Revolutionary Terror and Purification of the New Society

Did Mao Zedong have another purpose in indulging in the "fight against the AB"? In other words,
did Mao have another purpose, namely, to rebuild a new society in the base area through the Great

Terror?

Analyzing all the information, after the 1920s, Mao Zedong had become a true believer in the
Marxist theory of class struggle, and Mao's leadership in opening up the Jiangxi Revolutionary Base
itself had the obvious purpose of creating a new proletarian society, and the first and foremost
prerequisite for the creation of such a new society was the destruction of the old world. According
to this ideological logic, the representatives and symbols of the old wotld - the landlords and gentry

and the intellectuals dependent on them - would inevitably become the objects of revolution, and



the fight for the workers and peasants and the elimination of the counter-revolution of the landlords

and gentry would then become two sides of the same coin.

Under Mao Zedong's leadership, the Gannan base area in 1930 had developed considerably and was
about to be connected with the base area in western Fujian. after a few years of operation, the shape
of the new society had been roughly formed, with the main feature that most of the landowners in
the base area had fled or had been purged, but a relatively large number of rich peasants and
Communists of landed wealth origin were still living and working there. after 1930, the main goal of
the new social transformation was to focus on the political and social life. After 1930, the main goal
of the new social reform was to focus on the political and social life of the party by cracking down
on the remnants of the landed rich and their children, including the purging of the party's intellectual

members who came from landed rich families.

In the "Purge of the AB Groups", members of the Party of the landed rich were the first to be

eliminated, which demonstrated the "purifying" nature of this struggle.

Within the CCP, Mao Zedong had long been known for his anti-dogmatic and anti-extreme leftist
views, which had won him the support of the whole party.

In the early 1930s, however, this was not the case with Mao, whose extreme leftism was in some

ways comparable to that of the Comintern, especially in its approach to the rich peasants.

In June 1930, Mao presided over the formulation of the Resolution on the Problem of the Rich
Peasants. In June 1930, Mao presided over the formulation of the Resolution on the Problem of the
Rich Peasants, which emphasized the principle of dividing the land into plots of land by "extracting
more to make up for the less, and extracting the fat to reduce the thin," but Mao's attitude toward
the rich peasants was no different from that of the Comintern, and was even more drastic. Mao

fiercely attacked the rich peasants, declaring that "the exploitation of the rich peasants is even more



cruel than that of the landlords" and that "this class has always been counter-revolutionary". Mao
even targeted the rich middle peasants who did not rent out their land or hire labor, calling them
"the third kind of rich peasants" and calling for "resolute sponsorship of the masses to confiscate
their land and abolish their debts". What's more, Mao actually invented the concept of "rich-peasant
communists" and regarded all comrades in favor of the Sixth Congress of the Communist Party of
China's "confiscation of the land of the gentry and landowners" as the "rich-peasant element of the
Party", demanding that they be "removed" from the Party. He demanded that they be "scrubbed
out" of the Party, and that "the rich peasants and all those who follow the rich peasant line be

unconditionally expelled from the Party" [23].

In this way, Mao Zedong's decision to launch the "purge of the AB group" was indeed multi-
purpose, as the suppression of the Red Army and the Party organization in western Gansi was not
only to eliminate the centrifugal forces of the organization, but also to clear the obstacles within the
Party in order to carry out Mao's ideals of transforming the society. In Mao's wotld, repression was
linked to "purification," the final goal of which was the establishment of a new world under Mao's

domination.

Where does Mao's ideological logic come from? On the level of "purification," Mao was influenced
by Marxist theories of class struggle and violent revolution, and especially by the experience of the
October Revolution in Russia, when on January 24, 1928, Mao himself wrote a couplet for the
inaugural meeting of the government of the workers, peasants, and soldiers in Suichuan County,
which reads: "In the old days you exploited the workers and peasants. exploited the workers and
peasants, good is good, profit in profit; to this day, I slaughtered the soil inferior, afraid or not, knife
on knife." [24] If we look at the level of "repression” that cleansed the Party of opposition, we
cannot find any direct evidence that Mao was influenced by the Soviet experience, which was still in
the process of being developed: in the late twenties and early thirties Stalin's struggle against Trotsky
had not yet reached the stage of physical elimination, and the Great Purge was launched in later

years by Stalin. The Great Purge was still a few years in the future.



The judgment that can be drawn is that Mao's internal purges basically stemmed from the
experience he gained in fighting for the country, and in this regard, Mao seemed to be more
influenced by the experience of the peasant rebellions of the past generations and the "Water
Margin", or it was simply the product of Mao's self-realization. In this way, Mao created for the first
time in the international communist movement a model for applying the method of struggle against

the enemy to the Party, and in this sense, the "Purge of the AB Groups" was original.

After the Zunyi Conference, Mao Zedong returned to the core of the Red Army and the Party, and
in the new situation, the conflicts within the Party and the military were still very prominent, but
Mao changed his strategy, and he no longer used the extreme method of "Purging the AB Groups"
to solve the conflicts within the Party and the base areas. Had Mao realized and corrected his past
mistakes? The reality may not be so simple. Indeed, in his speech at the Seventh Congress of the
Communist Party of China in 1945, Mao said, "The purges have taken an extremely painful path.
Counter-revolution should be opposed. When the Party was not mature, it took a detour on this
issue and made mistakes."[25] However, Mao never gave a detailed explanation or "self-criticism" of
his relationship with the "Purging of the AB Groups". The "Purging of the AB Group" was not only
recognized, but the Futian Incident was also treated as an iron case of "counter-revolutionary riot",
and could not be vindicated for a long time. Nevertheless, after Mao came to power, he really did

not engage in the physical elimination of the "Fighting the AB Groups" within the Party anymore.

The real reason for this was that Mao Zedong had already taken control of the CCP Central
Committee, and he no longer needed to resort to extreme measures to maintain his authority as
leader, as he had the legitimacy to command the whole Party. 1935 saw Mao occupying a central
position in the CCP Central Committee leadership, and in 1938 Mao was recognized by the
Comintern as the leader of the CCP. As Mao's position within the Party strengthened, his ideas and
opinions became an important part of the CCP's ideological system of justification, and Mao thus
gained the legitimacy of the Party's ideology. Nowadays, revolutionary terror against the party takes
the form of deterrence more often and resorts less often to outright violence. In general,
revolutionary terror was used only as an adjunct to complement Mao's political education. In later

years, Mao Zedong, the master of revolutionary tactics, was able to control the revolutionary terror



machine with ease, and like a Chinese herbalist preparing a prescription, he knew how to adjust the
weights of these two aspects according to the needs of reality, and under Mao's manipulation, the
revolutionaty terror machine had acquired a certain "intelligence. In 1944, Mao decisively announced
the suspension of the rescue campaign in Yan'an and the base areas - a campaign that had led many
old Party members in the base areas to mistakenly believe that there was going to be another
"Purging of the AB Groups" type of purges, but they were wrong, and Mao had no intention of, and
was unwilling to, repeat the struggles of those years. When Mao's goal was basically realized, the
revolutionary terror machine against the Party immediately stopped working. With the support and
assistance of Liu Shaoqi, Mao mastered a new method: through the institutional mechanism
established in the trial-and-rescue campaign, he used the party apparatus to cleanse the Communist

Party, thus keeping the party in a constant state of "purification".

In this way, the "purge of the AB group" of the early 1930s has become extinct. From the Yan'an
period onwards, Mao kept reiterating that "not a single one should be killed, and most of them
should not be captured", but after all, Mao could not forget the tense years of "purging the AB
group" in full swing, and he still made a decision on the "purging of the AB group". Mao still made
his own "criticism and inheritance" of that year's "purge of the AB Corps"-suspending physical
extermination within the Party while preserving and carrying forward the revolutionary tradition of
mass purges, and from then on suppression and "purification" had a new form. From then on,
suppression and "purification" took on a new form, and were closely integrated with the Party's
institutional measures of scrutinizing and purging, so that the Rescue Movement was followed by

the Anti-Rightist Movement and the Cultural Revolution.
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